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Cataract atfects
1.5 lakh each yr

Say experts

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Almost 80 percent cases of blindness due to cataract that the
country's people are suffering from are avoidable, said

experts ata programme yesterday.
They said according to a latest government survey,

750,000 adults and 40,000 children are suffering from such

blindness, mostly preventable through cataract surgery.
Terming cataract as the main cause of blindness, they said

currentrate of cataract surgeries being conducted cover only

one third of the population's needs, creating a huge backlog

as 150,000 people are affected each year.
They were speaking at the launching ceremony of Vision

Bangladesh Project organised by Sightsavers, Brac and
Ministry of Health and FamilyWelfare at Brac Centre Inn in the
city.
The three-year project aims to attain target of Vision 2020
-- eliminating avoidable blindness from the country by 2020
-- and backlog of the surgeries from Sylhet division by 2013,

said Sightsavers Country Director DrWahidul Islam.
A total of 12 upazilas at four districts of Sylhet division

were already brought under the project, he said.
Under the scheme, insolvent patients would be pro-
vided free screening, treatment, surgeries and follow-up

services.
Health Minister Prof AFM Ruhal Haque was present as the

chief guest while Director General of Directorate General of
Health Service Khondhaker Shefyetullah; Line Director of
National Eye Care Prof Deen Mohammad Noorul Hug;
Sightsavers Chief Executive Dr Caroline Harper; and Director

of Health Programme of Brac Faruque Ahmed; also spoke.
Dr Mahabub Hossain, executive director of Brac, chaired

the session.

Frgm the house of UDDL...
apartments for lifetime luxury

Urban Chateau de Ryan at Dhanmondi 1995 sft.
Urban Southern Heights at Dhanmondi  1295-2935 sff.

Urban Nestle Wood at Dhanmondi ~ 1825-2265 stt.
Urban Ocean at Gulshan 2000-2225 stt.
Urban Bonanza at Banani 2380 stt.
Urban Auporajeyo at Banani 2250 stt.
Urban Diganta at Green Road 1420-1670 stt.
Urban Hut at Lalmatia 1920 stt.
Urban Vista at Kalabagan 1790 sft.
Urban Stream at New Eskaton 1510 stt.
(Commercial cum Apartment Complex)

Urban Marilia at Mirpur 760-1300 sft.

* 1 5ft.=.0929 sq. mtr.
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Urban Design & Development Ltd.

House # 34/A, Road # 10/A, Dhanmondi R/A., Dhaka
Tel: 9113205, 9113332, 9131352, 9131087, 9125195-96
8144618-20, 01730 703818, 01730 703819
01714037890 -92,01711 631293
E-mail: marketing{@uddl.com.bd

Web: www.uddl.com.bd

Students and artistes of Chhayanuat sing Rabindra Sangeet in chorus on the premises of Central Shaheed Minar in the city yesterday marking the
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KAMRUL MURDER CASE

Ex OC denies
allegation

COURT CORRESPONDENT

AKM Rafiqul Islam, former
OC of Motijheel Police
Station, has denied the allega-
tion against him in connec-
tion with the killing of Kamrul
IslamMomin in 2005.

Momin, a student of
Mirpur Commerce College,
was shot dead by a group of
miscreants in front of his
Ibrahimpur residence in the
city's Mirpur.

Rafiqul, now in custody,
claimed himself innocent
and demanded justice
before a Dhaka court yester-
day after the charges
brought against him from
statements of 19 prosecu-

tion witnesses were read out,
He also submitted a writ-

ten statement before the
court denying the charges.

Judge Mohammad Rezaul
Islam of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4 fixed May 12 for
arguments in the case.

A murder case was filed
against OC Rafiqul and 25

others on the day of the

150th birth anniversary of Rabindranath Tagore. PHOTO: STAR incidenton Sept 13.
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He said higher education in Bangladesh is not in a posi-

tion to be proud of though number of universities has

increased.
"We have to go for quality education, be it in public or

private sector,” he said, urging all to strive in improving

quality education and developing the research sector.
There is no alternative of knowledge while competing

with global partners and this must be created at universities,
he added.
Prof Azad said UGC, with everyone's cooperation, would

ensure quality education, cerate knowledge and remove
discrimination of knowledge so that the country can turn

into amiddle-income one inits 50th year ofindependence.
Later, while sharing his views with reporters after the meet-

ing, he said his first challenge would be to spread quality edu-

cation and build education oriented to life and livelihood.
"We want to see Bangladesh as a knowledge-dependent

country,” he said.
Asked about private universities, Dr Azad said UGC

would conduct spot verifications and take opinions of other
stakeholders of society about private universities to make an

assessment.
He added that if the private universities were found run-

ning with only business mentality, UGC's stance would be

different.
"But our main aim would be to assist them so that they

can provide quality education,” Dr Azad said.

About empowering UGC, he said there would be an effort
to make the commission into a “Commission for Higher
Education”.

Asked whether he resigned from Advisory Council of

Awami League, he said he quit after being appointed as UGC
chairman.

Resist Amini-led

alliance
Urge speakers

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

Speakers at a rally yesterday urged all conscious people to resist
Islami Ain Bastabayan Committee Chief Fazlul Huq Amini -led
alliance and come forward to implementWomen Development

Policy2011.
The rally was organised by National Women Development

Policy 2011 Implementation Committee at Laldighi Maidan in
Chittagong, presided over by women leader Jesmine Sultana

Paru.
Awami League lawmaker Nurul Islam BSc; Chittagong

University Prof Gazi Sallauddin; Chittagong City Corporation
Councillors Rehana Begum Ranu and Rekha Alam Chowdhury;
Chittagong District Public Prosecutor Advocate Abul Hashem;
Advocate Kamrun Nahar Begum; Bichitra Chowdhury; journal-
ist M Nasirul Haque; and Bangladesh Medical Association Vice

President Dr NurulIslam; spoke at the meeting.
Nurul said Amini is a Wahabi (a branch of Sunni Islam) and

Amini-led Wahabis do not believe in the constitution of
Bangladesh but want a revolution to establish a medieval-aged

government in the name of Islam.
He urged the government to arrest Amini on charge of sedi-

tion and called on all Sunnis to come forward to resist Amini-led

Wahabis.
Advocate Rehana Begum Ranu said the policy contains

nothing contradictory to the Quran. The day being Mother's
Day, she urged Amini-led alliance to support the policy if they
respected their mothers.
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DIFFERENT * DEPENDABLE = DEFINITIVE

Navana Real Estate Ltd.
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2100 & 2150 sft. (approx)

1 sft. = 0.0929 sgm. (approx)

Corporate Office :

House No. 35, Road No. 9/A (New), Dhanmondi R/A, Dhaka.

Tel : 880-2-912 1602 (Hunting)
Fax : 880-2-911 8292
E-mail : info@navana-realestate.com

Mobile : 096 6670-NREL (Hunting)

6735
Guishan Office :

House No. 16/B, Road No. 93, Gulshan 2, Dhaka.

Tel : 880-2-881 5305 (Hunting)
Fax : 880-2-881 5195
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