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OUR CORRESPONDENT, Dinajpur

Rail communication between
Dinajpur and other parts of the coun-
try has remained suspended since
yesterday morning as locals blocked
railway protesting the government's
plan for open pit mining in
Barapukuria Coal Mine.

The demonstrators under the ban-
ner of National Committee to Protect
Qil, Gas, Minerals Resources, Power
and Port, who extended till Thursday
the ongoing besiege programme in
Barapukuria Coal Mine from Monday,
also blocked Barapukuria regional

highway on 10:00am yesterday.
They put logs to block three kilo-

metre rail tracks from Rasulpur in
Parbotipur upazila to the coal mine at

about 12:30pm.
The railway authorities suspended

running of all the Dinajpur-bound
trains at Fulbari and Birampur rail
stations after the protesters threatened

*NATIONAL

to go for a railway blockade

programme atabout 10:00am.
Speaking at a rally yesterday morn-

ing, Aminul Islam Babu, a member of
Phulbari unit of the protection com-
mittee, said they would stop coal lifting
ifnecessary.

Thousands of people holding bam-
boo sticks took position in front of two
entrances of the coal mine area since
morning.

The besiege programme started
protesting the government's plan for
open pit mining at Barapukuria and
demanding compensation for loss of
aman crops and postponement of the
ongoing land survey.

Meanwhile, a clash erupted at
Barapukuria Bazar as the protesters
assaulted Md Helal Uddin, a local cable
line operator, after Helal protested the

cutting of cables by the protesters.
Police later rescued him with the

help of locals. As the news spread,
hundreds of people from Chowhaati,

Siege protesting open pit
mining to continue today

Durgapur, Shahgram, Rambhadrapur,
Yousufpur and Bagra villages armed
with sticks gathered at the bazaar at
around 3:00pm and attacked the 'Na-
tional Committee' members who were

also equipped with sticks.
At least five people were injured

during the ten-minute-long clash.
The clash ended as the protesters of

the committee left the scene.

The villagers restored the road com-
munications that had been blocked by
supporters of 'National Committee' at
about 4:00pm. Businesses also restored

atthe area.
The agitators of the protection com-

mittee again blocked Phulbari-Bogra
highway protesting assault of Md
Aminul Islam Bablu, a member of

Phulbariunit of the committee.
The blockade continued as of filing

thisreportatabout 6:30pm.
About 500 law enforcers have been

deployed in the area to avert any
unwanted incident.
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PHOTO: STAR
Locals put logs on the rail line near Barapukuria Bazar in Dinajpur district yesterday during the siege programme by

National Committee to Protect Oil, Gas, Mineral Resources, Power and Port in protest against the government's plan for
open pit mining in Barapukuria coal mine.

Students block
road, damage
vehicles

All because of a
rumour

OuUR CORRESPONDENT,
Mymensingh

Students and staff of Jatiya
Kobi Kazi Nazrul Islam
University (JKKNIU)
blocked the Dhaka-
Mymensingh highway for
three and a halfhours yester-
day following a rumour of
death of a fellow studentin a
road accident.

They also damaged a
number of vehicles on the
highway in Trishal upazila
during the roadblock.

Police said, at least 20
people were injured when a
staff bus of the university
collided with another bus
coming from Dhaka at
about 9:00am. The staff bus
was coming from
Mymensingh.

As a rumour spread that a
fellow student was killed in
the accident, the university
students brought out a pro-
cession on the campus.

They took to the streets
and blocked the highway at
around 9:30am and also
ransacked vehicles and a few
shops. Later, the university
employees also joined them.

On information, the
university teachers went to
the stop and tried to stop
them but failed.

Police rushed in and
charged baton to dis-
perse the agitating stu-
dents and employees that
locked ina chase and
counter chase.

The protesters with-
drew the blockade at
about 1:00pm after offi-
cials of the local adminis-
tration told them that no
university students was

killed or injured in the
accident.
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PHOTO: STAR
Criminals destroy a good number of trees of Cosmic Agro Farm at Toichakmapara in

Ramgarh upazila under Khagrachhari district on Monday night. Another farm in a nearby
area also fell victim to the same group's savagery on the night.

Criminals fell scores

of fruit-bearing trees
Two Khagrachhari agro farms raided

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Khagrachhari

Criminals felled scores of
trees and damaged a num-
ber of others in two agricul-
ture farms in Ramgarh
upazila of Khagrachhari hill
district on Monday night.

The affected farms are
Cosmic Agro Farm covering
about 200 acres of land at
Toichakmapara and Globe
Agro Farm covering about
100 acres of land at
Chotabalchhari in the same
upazila.

Around a hundred crimi-
nals entered Cosmic Agro
Farm at about 11:30pm of

Monday, tied up the night
guards and started cutting
the trees, police and local
sources said.

"The gang tied us up at
gunpoint and freed us
before leaving the area.
We could not identify
any of them," Subal
Candra Tripura, night
guard of Cosmic Agro
Farm, said.

"The felled and damaged
trees, numbering about
eight thousand, including
fruit bearing mango, litchi
and jackfruit trees and
those grown for timber,"
owner of Cosmic Agro Farm,

Md Roman Haidar said over
mobile.

Mamunur Rashid,
owner of Globe Agro
Farm, about one kilo-
metre away from Cosmic
Agro Farm, told this corre-
spondent over mobile
that criminals felled and
damaged about two thou-
sand mango and litchi
trees of his farm.

Admitting damage to the
two agro farms by crimi-
nals, Jahir Ahmad, assistant
superintendent of police of
Ramgarh Circle, said no
case was filed as of 1:00pm
yesterday.
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