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Artist: Iffat Ara Dewan
Venue: Bengal Gallery, H-
275/F, R-27, Dhanmondi

Bollywood singer-music director Bappi Lahiri aka the
'Disco King' doesn't need an introduction. He has been
entertaining audiences all over the subcontinent with
his tunes for over four decades. He created waves in the
music industry by singing in Hindi, Bengali and many
other regional languages. Lahiri was recently in Dhaka.

Saquib: In your four decade-long music career, you
have had the opportunity to work with iconic Indian
singers as well as up and coming artistes. You have
also worked with some celebrated Bangladeshi sing-
ers. Can you share some of those experiences?

Lahiri: I have had the opportunity to work with the
legendary Mohammed Rafi, Kishore Kumar, Lata
Mangeskar and many other prominent artistes. I have
also worked with the Bangladeshi diva Runa Laila on
her first disco album in 1982. The songs "Haiya Ho",
"De De Pyar De" recorded by her are still hummed by
many. Runa Laila and Sabina Yasmin have both sung
under my direction. I also enjoy working with talented

work with them as well.

Saquib: The music scene in 80s' Bollywood was
redefined by you when you pioneered 'Disco Music' in
India and became the 'Disco King'. Do you reminisce
those days?

Lahiri: Mithun Chakraborty was a newcomer back
then (1979). My first film with Mithun was "Suraksha"

To make folk music more popular, especially among the
younger generation, I have composed a lot of disco
music inspired by timeless Bangla folk songs like "De
De Pyar De" ("Allah Megh De Pani De"), "Yaar Bina
Chain Kahan" ("Je Jon Premer Bhab Janey Na") etc.

Saquib: Do you listen to a lot of Bangladeshi songs?

Lahiri: [ do and I love pop and rock music of Bangla-
desh. James, Mila and Tishma are doing very well and I
love their styles.

Saquib: What's your observation regarding the cur-
rent music trend in Bollywood?

Lahiri: I think most of the contemporary composers
lack originality. These days we hardly come across com-

Lahiri: To spread the message of peace across the
globe, I have released an international album, tiled
"World Peace Love and Harmony". I'm expecting to
release an album in Bangladesh next month. I have also
composed songs for the Hindi films "Ragini MMS",
"Tera Deewana" and a Bangla film called "Love Me".

Saquib: On a different note, what's the reason

“The quiet but deep observation, understanding and love

of the human race, which are characteristic of all his films,

have impressed me greatly. ...I feel that he is a 'giant' of
the movie industry. Not to have seen his cinema means

existing in the world without seeing the sun or the moon."

-- Akira Kurosawa, legendary Japanese filmmaker, on
Satyajit Ray

relationships, emotions, conflicts, joys and sorrows.
Yesterday marked Ray's 90th birth anniversary. On the
occasion, we recall the legendary helmer through high-

lighting some of his greatest achievements.

The Craft of Filmmaking

Ray considered scriptwriting to be an integral part of

acclaim thanks to Subrata Mitra, whose departure from
Ray's crew, according to a number of critics, lowered the
quality of cinematography in his later films. Though Ray
had a regular editor in Dulal Datta, he usually dictated the
editing while Datta did the actual work. In fact, because of
financial reasons and Ray's meticulous planning, his films
were mostly cut “on the camera”.

“Tin Kanya” (1961), “Charulata” (1964), “Nayak” (1966),
“Asani Sanket” (1973), “Shatranj Ke Khiladi” (1977), “Ghare
Baire” (1984), “Ganashatru” (1989) and “Shakha
Prashakha” (1991). “Agantuk” (1991) was his last film.

A True Auteur

Ray directly controlled many aspects of filmmaking. He
wrote the screenplays for all his films, several of which
were based on his own stories.

He designed the sets and costumes; operated the cam-
era since “Charulata” (1964); composed music for all his
films since 1961 and designed the publicity posters.

He even designed a new typeface. In 1961, he revived
and continued to publish the Bengali children's magazine

A Master Storyteller

Satyajit Ray, a master storyteller, left a cinematic heritage
that belongs as much to India as to the world. His films
demonstrate a remarkable humanism, detailed observa-
tion and subtle handling of characters and situations. The
cinema of Satyajit Ray is a rare blend of intellect and emo-

val ranked Ray as one of the three all-time best directors.
In 1992, Ray received the honorary Academy Award --
Lifetime Achievement -- "In recognition of his rare mas-
tery of the art of motion pictures and for his profound
humanitarian outlook, which has had an indelible influ-
ence on filmmakers and audiences throughout the world."
Other honours include Légion d'Honneur (from France)

is the one that's not noticeable."

Though initially inspired by the neo-realist tradition, his
cinema belongs not to a specific category or style but a
timeless meta-genre that includes the works of other mas-
ter filmmakers such as Akira Kurosawa, Alfred Hitchcock,
David Lean, Federico Fellini, Ingmar Bergman, Jean
Renoir and Yasujiro Ozu.
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Venue: Bengal Gallery, H-
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family was from Bangladesh. My father Aparesh Lahiri
was from Pabna and my mother Bansari Lahiri was
from Sirajganj. So I guess [ have a certain attachment to
Bangladesh and the people here. During the Liberation

mainstream Bangladeshi movies like "Shami Keno
Ashami” and "Meyerao Manush". I feel proud of my
roots and hence despite my hectic schedule I do man-
age time and come here over and over again whenever I

they say was history. Later I continued to come up with
more disco numbers -- "Yaad Aa Raha Hain Tera Pyar",
"Disco Station", "Yaar Bina Chain Kahan", "De De Pyar
De", which were also superhits. Actually, I went to USA

with these songs.

Saquib: What inspired you to collect Bangla folk
music and give them a 'disco flavour'?

Lahiri: As I mentioned earlier, I am a proud Bengali

Da" and I am happy with this identity. I believe gold is
lucky for me.
Saquib: Any message for your Bangladeshi fans?
Lahiri: I get overwhelmed by the love and hospitality

[ wish Bangladesh all the best from the core of my
heart.
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(From left) Scenes from "Asani Sanket", "Shatranj Ke Khiladi" and "Aranyer Din Ratri".
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Though the show started an hour late due to
technical problems, film lovers, especially
youngsters in the audience, patiently waited in
long queues.

Subhasis Paul, a student of Chittagong
College, told The Daily Star that he liked the
film.

“The brutality the Pakistani occupation
forces and their cohorts Razakars and Al Badrs
unleashed on the Bengali civilians and intel-
lectuals was unimaginable. Post-Liberation
War generations should see this film,”

Yousuff said that while the trial of the war

=

A scene from the film (top); audience at the Theatre Institute Chittagong screening.

awareness against war criminals and bigots,”

purgatory of straight-to-DVD action flicks.
But Kilmer still has the poetry, and he
unleashes a fusillade of it during the 10
minutes that he shows up to collect a pay-
check in "Blood Out," a low-grade shoot-
'‘em-up from executive producer Curtis "50
Cent" Jackson. This time Kilmer is unhin-
dered by the writings of Jim Morrison as he
goes all free-flow like a beat poet.

During the build-up to the film's climac-
tic mixed martial arts match, Kilmer's crime

shootouts and pit fights.

box art, clocks in less time as a corrupt cop
in "Blood Out” than Kilmer and delivers all
of his lines through clenched teeth as if he's
just had a deep cleaning at the dentist and
the Novocain hasn't worn off yet. 50 and
Kilmer also have no scenes together, dash-
ing all hopes that the two would be pitted
against each other in a rap-off after the
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For three months, April to June 2011, three media personalities will serve as the resource persons for film
making workshops. The workshops will not only be theoretical, but will also include actual productions in the
last month. Three groups will produce three films, under the closer supervision and direction of the resource
persons themselves. The workshops represent a tremendous opportunity for budding film makers and
freshers who are interested in film making to learn the process of professional film making step by step.

The three resource persons for the Celebrating Life 2011 Film Making Workshops are Amitabh Reza,
MNurul Alam Atig and Mejbaur Rahman Sumon.

The three productions of the three workshops will be broadcasted on television, and viewers will vote to
rank them. The participants of each workshop will become part of the production team behind each film.
Furthermore, these three films will be showcased next to the winning films of Celebrating Life 2011.

The participants of this workshop may participate in the film contest on their own accord, meaning their
output within the workshop cannot be used as their own entry into the contest since the workshop will create
space for a team production. The film contest of Celebrating Life, however, is still open to the general public
gﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂing those that do not participate in the workshop are free to submit their own work to the Film Contest of

Eligibility Requirements and Application Rules

Applicants of 30 years of age or less can apply
Applicants with experience in the field will have to submit a show-reel in DVD, no longer than 5 minutes,
of their previous works.
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culture and bring about something that has not

Workshop will be held for 3 months starting in July and ending in September, 2011.
been focused on before.

9 most underachieving participants will not be allowed to continue in the workshop after the first month

News (Bangla): 7:00 am, 10:30 pm, 12:30 am

the theatres and watch good films. The “Guer- 9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm, nt

. .. . . rilla” team was led by Nasiruddin Yousuff. Joya of the workshop. 10:30 pm. 12:30 am News (Bangla):7:30am
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The three directors will choose their own team of 5 from the 15 remaining participants to create a film
depending on the director's choice of format from each team.

The whole workshop will be conducted by the three directors, with visiting lecturers chosen by them.The
last month of the workshop will be used to produce the three, each under one of the conducting directors.
Application for participating in the workshop cannot be emailed. It has to be sent to the address below.
Interested Dgllp licants can apply to the following address with FULL NAME, MAILING ADDRESS, MOBILE
PHONE NUMBER, ER CONTACT NUMBER, EMAIL, SHOW REEL RECOMMENDATION & ESSAY:

Rafi Hossain

Festival Director, Celebrating Life
The Daily Star, 64-65 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka 1215

and sketching of imaginative outfits for many
of his characters make it apparent that he was a
very fashionable man. The fashion designers
will also highlight the influence of British fash-
ion in Tagore's life with a fusion of contempo-
rary styles.

At a major fashion show, arranged by British
Council, to be held today (May 3 at 8pm) at the
Bangabandhu International Conference Cen-
tre, the nine fashion designers will showcase
their designs. The event will also conclude
British Council's four-month long festival,
titled “Rediscovering Tagore”. The Daily Star is
the communication partner of the festival.

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm 11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
News (English): 9:00 am, 5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,
6:00 pm. 11:00pm

At the reception, held at the auditorium of
the movie theatre, they urged the audience to
watch quality films so that film producers and
directors are motivated to produce them.

The film industry in Bangladesh is facing a
severe crisis, said the artistes, adding that the
audience should not be indifferent to Bangla
films.

Among others, TV artiste Abdul Hannan;
secretary of Sammilito Sangskritik Jote, Pabna,
Md.Abul Kashem; cultural activists of the dis-
trict Bhashkar Chowdhury and Shadhin
Majumder spoke on the occasion.

TALK SHOW

ATN BANGLA 07:40pm  Our Democracy
10:30am  Lead News ETV
M:10am  Vision 2020 12:15am  Ekushey-er Raat

Participants will be selected throughout the month of June 30, 2011. Apply now! For more details log onto CHAMNEL i RANGLAVISION

www.celebratinglifebd.com
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