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India rejects
US's fighter
jet bid

Bec ONLINE

India has shortlisted two
European fighter jets yester-
day, ruling out US rivals for a
key $11bn military contract.

The Indian defence minis-
try picked the pan-European
Eurofighter and France-
based Dessault's Rafale
ahead of jets made by Boeing
and Lockheed Martin.

The US ambassador in
India said the US was "deeply
disappointed” by the news.

President Barack Obama
had personally lobbied on
behalf of the US defence
contractors, as had
European leaders.

"It is confirmed
Eurofighter and Rafale have
been selected and the
remaining four are off," said
the Indian defence ministry.

Fresh Thai-Cambodia
clash despite ceaselire

AFP, Phanom Dong Rak

Fighting on the Thai-Cambodia border
erupted for an eighth day yesterday as a
fragile truce failed to halt their bloodiest
conflict in decades which has now left 16
dead.

Each side accused the other of shattering
Thursday's ceasefire aimed at stopping
clashes around two temples at the jungle
frontier, which have caused around 85,000
people to flee from their homes.

The resumption of hostilities so soon
after a peace deal demonstrated the
"pointlessness of bilateral negotiations”,
said the Cambodian government, which
has campaigned for a third party to be
involved.

"Less than 12 hours (after the agree-
ment)... the Thai military again attacked,
and fighting continued until the next morn-

ing," itsaidin a statement.
Thailand's army chief, General Prayut

Chan-0-Cha, expressed regret over the fresh
skirmishes.

"We have retaliated with only assaultrifles,
not artillery shelling," he told reporters.

One Thai soldier died and six were
wounded in sporadic skirmishes overnight,
said Colonel Prawit Hookaew, Thailand's
northeastern army region spokesman.

Both sides have blamed the other for
sparking the clashes.

A Cambodian frontline commander
said army officials from both countries
held their second meeting in as many days
yesterday, although Thailand said it could
not confirm there had been a new bid to
salvage the truce.

"The situation is quiet,"” Cambodian
commander Neak Vong told AFP after
attending the talks. "We agreed to stop
firing at each other." The fighting has
stopped and started periodically over the

pastweek.
Thai and Cambodian commanders had

resolved at Thursday's talks to reopen bor-
der gates and "create a climate to allow civil-
ians to return home", according to the
Cambodian defence ministry.
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Cambodian villagers, who are evacuated from their homes near the Cambodia-Thailand
border,camp in Samrong, Oddar Meanchey province yesterday.

Sprawling devastation as
US storm toll tops 310

Obama vows to help rebuild affected communities

AFP, Tuscaloosa

Shocked Americans yesterday sifted
through the rubble from the worst US
tornadoes in decades, which carved a
trail of destruction across the south
claiming at least 313 lives.

Communities like Alabama
Governor Robert Bentley's home town
of Tuscaloosa were virtually wiped off
the map, and officials warned the body
count would rise as rescuers uncovered
more dead in the debris.

Disbelief was written on faces across
eight states crippled by the ferocious
spring storms -- the deadliest tornado
tragedy to strike the United States since
332 people were killed by a tornado
outbreak on March 21, 1932.

Recalling the more recent horror of
Hurricane Katrina in 2005, families
picked through the remains of homes,

businesses and schools, bearing witness

to scenes of devastation more common
inwar zones or after earthquakes.

In Alabama, the worst-hit state, the
toll reached 210, with more than 1,700
injured and up to a million people left
without power. The Birmingham News
quoted local officials as saying it could
take days torestore electricity.

US President Barack Obama, who
visited the disaster zone yesterday;,
vowed to help devastated communities
torecover.

"We can't bring those who have
been lost back, they are alongside God
at this point.” But "... just want to make
a commitment to the communities
here that we are going to do everything
we can to help these communities
rebuild,” said Obama after touring
wrecked neighbourhoods in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama.

Obama has declared a "major disaster”
inAlabama and ordered federal aid there.

States of emergency were declared
from central Oklahoma to Georgia on the
eastern seaboard, and governors called
out the National Guard -- including 2,000
troops in Alabama -- to help with the
rescue and clean-up operations.

"We had a major catastrophic event
here in Alabama with the outbreak of
numerous long-track tornadoes," said
Governor Bentley:.

In neighboring Mississippi, which
suffered more than 30 casualties,
Governor Haley Barbour told CNN that
Wednesday "was justas bad asIcan ever
remember. Some people will make the
argumentitis as bad asithas ever been."

As the long day dragged on, rescue
workers battled to find missing people
and try to rescue survivors still trapped
inthe rubble of their homes.

Many homeslooked like they had been
blown inside out, with the walls torn down
and furniture spilling into the street.

Uganda
arrests 360

over riots
2 killed

AFP, Kampala

Ugandan authorities said
they had arrested 360 people

over riots yesterday as police
“restored law and order” and
the Red Cross said a second
person had died from gun-
shotwounds.

Internal Affairs Minister
Kirunda Kivejinja said that
the police force "within its
constitutional mandate
restored law and order”
removing road blocks and
“disengaging crowds" after
riots that left two people

dead and scores injured.
He refused to comment

on the use of live rounds by
security forces, saying that
he did not have enough
information.

"That one we will have to
investigate,” he said.
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Air traffic controllers in the US have been
advised to take 26-minute naps, after a
string of incidents involving workers
falling asleep. So is 26 minutes the ideal
length of time for a nap?

Now the National Transportation
Safety Board (NTSB) is calling for "con-
trolled naps” to be built into night shifts.

Referring to a 1995 study from Nasa,
which he co-authored, NTSB member and
fatigue expert Mark Rosekind said that a
26-minute nap would improve perfor-
mance by 34% and alertness by 54%.

There was other supporting evidence
that said naps of between 20 minutes and
30 minutes were beneficial, he said.

His call for work naps is supported by the
controllers' union, which wants naps to be
allowed in both overnight and day shifts.

Beyond the aviation industry, combat-
ing fatigue is an issue that affects many
people across all professions, working day
and night, although it carries obvious risks
in jobs that involve motoring or machinery:.

How long is the ideal nap?

A short nap can be a power booster

But other experts are doubtful that 26
minutes is the optimum napping time.

It probably works out that a nap of
about 15 minutes is best, he says, because
once you get beyond 20 minutes, you risk
a deep sleep and you can be much more
groggy when you wake up.

® Experts say nap between 20 and
30 minutes is ideal

® Others believe napping beyond 20

minutes risks you feeling groggy
afterwards

® Drinking a cup of coffee before the

nap can help you wake in about 20
minutes

If you haven't had a wink of sleep the
night before, then this tactic won't be
enough to refresh you, says Mr Horne, but
for those that have had merely a poor
night's sleep, it will work.

The timing of the nap is also important.
Early afternoon is often the best time,
between 1-3pm, she says, when people
experience a post-lunch dip in energy.

WAR CRIMES REPORT
US envoy
heads to

Sri Lanka

AFP, Washington

A US envoy heads to Sri
Lanka next week to encour-
age a full accounting over its
civil war after the govern-
ment angrily rejected UN-
backed allegations of atroci-
ties, officials said yesterday.

Robert Blake, the assis-
tant secretary of state han-
dling South Asia, will leave
Saturday on a six-day trip to
Sri Lanka and Maldives for
talks with political leaders
and civil society, the State
Department said.

A US official said Blake's
visit to Sri Lanka had origi-
nally been planned a month
ago and was not linked to the
war panel report released
Monday but that it was certain
to come up in conversation.
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Ref: NFPCSP/RGS/Call/2011/01

to inform food security policy making.

4
NFPCSP

National Food Policy Capacity Strengthening Programme (NFPCSP)

CALL FOR RESEARCH PROPOSALS

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAQ) of the United Nations and the Food Planning and Monitoring Unit (FPMU)
of the Ministry of Food and Disaster Management (MoFDM), Government of Bangladesh, are implementing the NFPCSP with
financial support from European Union (EU) and United States Agency for International Development (USAID). The NFPCSP
Research Grant Scheme supports food security research in order to inform policy and strengthen evidenced-based decision
making. The following research topics have been identified by FPMU-MoFDM in consultation with partners as priority issues

The NFPCSP invites eligible institutions to submit research proposals on the following topics:

Date: 29 April 2011

No. : ---------- Research Topics N )
1 | Trends in the availability of agricultural land in Bangladesh
2 | Sustainability of groundwater use for irrigation in northwest Bangladesh
3 !Effactiveness of l?.-afngladcsh’s lri::elprﬂculrement system and possible alternatives: supporting farmer’s
income and sustaining production incentives
4 Structure, conduct and performance of the rice market and the impact of technological changes in milling
5 | Financial and economic profitability of selected agricultural crops in Bangladesh
6 | Policy options for supporting agricultural diversification in Bangladesh i
7 | Improving the performance of the marketing system for fruits and vegetables in Bangladesh
8 | The role of credit in food production and food security in Bangladesh
9 | Improving the targeting effectiveness of social safety nets in Bangladesh
10 | Social safety nets and productive outcomes: evidence and implications for Bangladesh k
;_ 11 | Adapting social safety net programs to climate cﬁange shocks: issues and ﬂptiuns: for mBangladesh -
12 | Rural-urban migration and its implications for food security in Bangladesh
13 | Food Composition Tables for Bangladesh
14 | Development of a complementary feeding manual for Bangladesh
. 15 | Desirable dietary pattern for Bangladesh
16 Cnnsumpﬁun-i;f unsafe foods: heavy metal, mineral and trace element contamination

“Guidelines for the Submission,

to rg@nfpcesp.org writing rg in the subject.

Selection

Terms of Reference (ToRs) for each of the above topics are available for download from the NFPCSP website
(www.nfpcsp.org/RGS). Grants will be awarded on a competitive basis following the selection criteria mentioned in the
of Research Proposals”
NFPCSP/RGS/Guidelines/2009/02) which can be downloaded from the project website or can be obtained by sending an e-mail

and Implementation

Maximum funding for each research proposal varies from US$ 40,000 to US$ 50,000 as specified in the ToRs and with a
maximum duration of 12 months. Interested non-profit institutions and individuals through institutions of affiliation are

encouraged to submit their research proposal(s) in English following the Guidelines.

Applicants are requested to carefully read the Guidelines before preparing the research proposals. Queries may be sent by e-
mail to rgqg@nfpesp.org by Thursday, 2°* June 2011. Answers will be posted on the website www.nfpesp.org/RGS/FAQ.
Failure to comply with the Guidelines will lead to the rejection of the research proposal. Therefore, applicants are encouraged to
validate the proposals against the checklist contained in Annex 3 of the Guidelines before proceeding with submission.

The deadline for submission of research proposals is Sunday, 12th June 2011, 4.30 pm (Bangladesh Time). Incomplete
applications, applications submitted by FAX or email, or applications received after the deadline will not be accepted. Three
hard copies of the research proposal (one signed original and two photocopies) and one electronic copy (e.g. CD ROM) should
be submitted in a sealed envelope by postal mail or hand-delivered to:

Research Grants Administrator

NFPCSP

C/0. FAO Representation in Bangladesh
House No. 37, Road No. 8, Dhanmondi Residential Area

Dhaka 1205, Bangladesh

Supported by:
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