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CG can hold
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journalists at the Election

Commission (EC)
Secretariat.

Talking on the Awami
League's proposal to limit
the tenure of the CG to 90
days, the election office chief
said, “The Election
Commission will comply
with anything that comes in
the form of law. There is no
scope for us to violate the
law.”

The correct voters list
prepared by the EC would
allow holding any election
within a short notice, he
said, adding that the list will
just be needed to be updated
before the polls.

On ending of the com-
mission's tenure in February
next year, the CEC said,
“Everything remains pre-
pared for the next commis-
sion. The Election
Commission will reconsti-
tuted at least one year before
10th parliamentary elec-
tions. We don't know how
that commission will be. But
we believe it will be able to
hold any election within a
short notice,” Shamsul Huda
said.

The present EC was
formed during Fakhruddin
Ahmed-led caretaker gov-
ernment. The CG held the
ninth parliamentary elec-
tions about two years after
its taking office instead of 90
days due to a flawed voters
list.

The commission took
one and half years to prepare
the voters list with photo-
graphs with consent of all
the political parties.

Intellectuals
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briefing at the Parliament's

Media Centre said the com-
mittee will sit with the coun-
try's senior journalists next
Tuesday and with the intel-
lectuals onWednesday.

He said the committee
will also have the opinions of
Communist Party of
Bangladesh (CPB) in writing
and consider their propos-
als. The committee cannot
invite the CPB leaders for
talks as they do not have
representation in parlia-
ment, he said.

The CPBis an old political
party. The committee will
respect its opinions. The
committee will receive the
proposals it should like to
offer in writing, he said.

Replying to a query,
Suranjit said the committee
is ready to sit with the BNP
leaders if the latter want to
place their proposals recon-
sidering their present
stance.

Leader of the Opposition
and BNP chief Khaleda Zia
was invited to the talks
Monday, but she spurned it
terming the invitation "con-
spiratorial”.

About the ruling Awami
League's proposals placed
before the special commit-
tee, Suranjit said the com-
mittee will consider the
proposals with due impor-
tance.

Awami League chief
Sheikh Hasina in the talks
with the special committee
Wednesday proposed a set
of changes to the constitu-
tion including one for
strictly limiting the care-
taker government's tenure
to 90 days.

Suranjit said on comple-
tion of consultation, the
special committee will
review all proposals and
prepares its report.

Pollution
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Munir Chowdhury, director

(Monitoring and
Enforcement), also halted
the activities of Index
Constructions Ltd and
Microcred Centre for ille-
gally filling up the river-
banks of Bramhaputra in
Narsingdi.

The team fined Minan
Steel Industries and New
Dhaka Moulding
International in Fatulla Tk
7.5 lakh for releasing toxic
fumes and polluting the air
inthe area.

The two factories were
ordered to set up smock
extraction systems within 15
days.

Meanwhile, K T Textile
Ltd in Narsingdi was fined Tk
13.44 lakh for discharging
toxic waste in the river
Bramhaputra. The DoE
ordered the factory owner to
set up an effluent treatment
plant (ETP) within June 30.

Huji boss
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remand for interrogation in

connection with the August
21 grenade attack on an
AwamiLeague rallyin 2004.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Keshob Roy Chowdhury
passed the order after the
Criminal Investigation
Department's (CID) Special
Superintendent of Police
Abdul Kahar Akand, also the
investigation officer (I0) of
the case filed under the
Explosive Substances Act,
produced him before it with a
10-dayremand prayer.

In the prayer, the 10 men-
tioned that Huji chief Mufti
Abdul Hannan in a confes-
sional statement given on
April 7 said Farid was involved
with the 2004 grenade attack.

Farid was also involved in
Ramna Batamul blast on April
14,2001, the IO said.

So, he needs to be
remanded to find out where-
abouts of the attackers on the
ALrally, he added.

Farid, also known as
Shawkat Osman, was arrested
in Tongi Railway Station area
onTuesday.

Farid was also shown
arrested in the case filed for
basting bombs on a rally of
Communist Party of
Bangladesh on Paltan Maidan
onJanuary200f2001.

CID Inspector Mrinal
Kanti Saha, also the IO of the

case, prayed for a ten-day
remand for him, but the court
did not pass any order on the
prayer.

Meanwhile, another Huji
man Maolana Sabbir Ahmed
alias Abdul Hannan, was
shown arrested in the same
case.

CID also prayed for his ten-
day remand but the court did
nothear the prayer as Sabbir is
now on remand in another
case filed under the Anti-
Terrorism Act with Keraniganj
Police Station.

The same court yesterday
sent two former National
Security Intelligence directors
general Maj Gen (retd)
Rezzaqul Haider Chowdhury
and Brig Gen (retd) M Abdur
Rahim to jail on completion of
their four-day remand in
second phase in connection
with the case.

Meanwhile, Huji Chief
Mufti Abdul Hannan and one
of his accomplices Abu
Zandal were sent to jail after
CID produced them before
the court of Metropolitan
Magistrate Mohammad
Ismail Hossain on completion
of their one-day remand in Dr
Azizur Rahman abduction
case.

They were earlier
remanded on several days in
the same case filed on
September23, 2003.

Royal wedding
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says the invitation for the

Syrian ambassadorin London
hasbeenwithdrawn following
reports that up to 400 pro-
democracy protesters have
been killed in Syria by security
forcesinrecentweeks.

A Foreign Office statement
said: "Buckingham Palace
shares the view of the Foreign
Office that it is not considered
appropriate for the Syrian
ambassador to attend the
wedding."

Miss Middleton has taken
part in her last rehearsal at
Westminster Abbey, with best
man Prince Harry, the brides-
maids and pageboys.

In their official wedding
programme released yester-
day, William and Kate's mes-
sage reads: "We are both so
delighted that you are able to
join us in celebrating what we
hope will be one of the happi-
estdaysofourlives.

"The affection shown to us
by so many people during our
engagement has been incred-
ibly moving, and has touched
us both deeply.

"We would like to take this
opportunity to thank every-
one most sincerely for their
kindness."

MUSIC CHOICES

Details of the order of service
have been released on the eve
ofthe wedding.

The bride will walk up the
aisle to a coronation anthem I
Was Glad by Sir Charles
Hubert Hastings Parry from
Psalm 122.

It was composed for the
crowning of Prince William's
great-great-great grandfather
Edward VII at Westminster
Abbeyin 1902.

The couple have chosen to
use the Series One (1966)
Book of Common Prayer
ceremony.

Classical compositions by
Elgar, Britten and Vaughan
Williams will feature during
the ceremony, alongside the
hymn Jerusalem and the
English melody Greensleeves.

St James's Palace said
many of the "stunning” pieces
were chosen by the royal
couple for their "theatre".

The Prince of Wales and
Duchess of Cornwall, Prince
Harry and Kate's parents
Carole and Michael
Middleton, sister Pippa and

Garment owners
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favourable business environ-

ment in the country that
resulted in increase of export
of Bangladeshi products
abroad, especially to the EU
countries.

Lauding the BGMEA's
initiative of arranging music
competition for the garment
workers, the PM asked the
garment owners to arrange
more such programmes in
future to strengthen relations
between owners and workers.

"Arranging such
programmes will help flourish
latent talent of the workers
along with strengthening
relations between owners and
workers," sheadded.

Principal Secretary to the
PM M A Karim and Secretary
to the PM's Office Molla
Waheeduzzaman were,
among others, present on the
occasion.

brother James will all act as
witnesses and sign the mar-
riage registers.

Kate's brother James
Middleton will give The
Lesson, reading Romans 12:
1-2,9-18.

On the day, a carriage
processionwill passalong The
Mall, Horse Guards Road,
Horse Guards Parade,
through Horse Guards Arch,
along Whitehall, along the
south side of Parliament
Square and into Broad
Sanctuary.

William was due to spend
yesterday evening with the
Prince of Wales, Duchess of
Cornwall and Harry, while
Miss Middleton and her fam-
ily will gather at the Goring
Hotel, in Belgravia.
ROYALRECEPTION
The Queen is hosting an event
for British and foreign royals
at the Mandarin Oriental
hotel, near Hyde Park, in
central London.

Among those thought to be
attending are the Duke of York
and his daughters Princesses
Beatrice and Eugenie, the Earl
and Countess of Wessex, the
Princess Royal and Zara
Phillips with her fiance,
England rugby player Mike
Tindall.

The Prince of Wales and the
Duchess of Cornwall are
expected to attend the recep-
tion before returning to
Clarence House for their
private dinner.

Karnaphuli
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Besides, a 2615 metre-long
road and a 400-metre jetty
would be built along the left
bank of the river stretching
from Sadarghat to 2.6 km of
the river upstream, said
Project Director Khademul
Bashar.

Sources said building of
illegal structures along the
river bank, disposal of city's
waste through different
canals, construction of Shah
Amanat Bridge in the river
upstream in 1991 worsened
the navigability.

Massive siltation in the
river upstream posed a
threat to the movement of
inland water transports.

“With the decreasing
navigability of Karnaphuli, it
has become difficult for
lighter vessels to access the
lighterage jetties in the river
upstream,” said Abul Bashar
Chowdhury, chairman of
BSM Group, one of the lead-
ing importers of essential
commodities.

He hoped the situation
would improve after com-
pletion of the dredging.

Chairman of Chittagong
Port Authority Commodore
M Anwarul Islam and
MMDC Corporate Director
Dato HJ Abdul Rahman HJ
Mohd Nur signed the deal on
behalf of the respective
sides.

Chittagong City
Corporation (CPA) Mayor M
Monjurul Alam, former
mayor ABM Mohiuddin
Chowdhury, Awami League
lawmaker Shamsul Haque
and senior officials of CPA

were present at the agree-
ment signing ceremony held
at the CPA training centre.

Investigate
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Mirza Fakhrul Islam
Alamgir, acting secretary
general of BNP, at a press
briefing at party's central
office in the capital.

He alleged that Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury, stand-
ing committee member of
the party, was brutally tor-
tured several times by the
law enforcers and jail
authorities since his arrest
on December 16, 2010.

Condemning the inci-
dent, Alamgir asked the
government to launch a
probe and identify those
responsible for the torture of
Chowdhury after his arrest.

Former state ministers
Lutfozzaman Babar and
ANM Ehsanul Haque Milon,
deputy minister Abdus
Salam Pintu and former
lawmaker Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu are still behind
bars and facing torture in
custody, the BNP leader said.

Referring to the recent
human rights report dis-
closed by US State
Department, he said they
[US] also expressed their
concern over the deteriorat-
ing human rights situation
in the country but the gov-
ernment remains silent over
the matter.

Party leaders Nazrul
Islam Khan, Selima
Rahman, Ruhul Kabir Rizvi,
Salauddin Quader
Chowdhury's wife Farhat
Quader Chowdhury and
Milon's wife Nazmunnahar
Baby, among others, were
present in the briefing.

Indian
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Rabindranath Tagore.

A scholar on literature,
Ansari, leading the Indian
entourage, will reach Dhaka
by a special plane and will
attend the function the next
day, officials told The Daily
Star here yesterday. Ansari
will return to Delhi on May 6.

Hasina is expected to call
on Ansari during his stay in
Dhaka.

The delegates are being
finalised by the Ministry of
External Affairs in coordina-
tion with Indian Culture
Ministry.

A team of Indian journal-
ists will also accompany
Ansari to cover his first visit
to Dhaka and the start of
year-long celebrations of
Tagore's 150th birth anni-
versary.

Bangladesh Planning
Minister A K Khandker, who
was a sector commander
during the Liberation War,
will attend the inauguration
of the Nobel Laureate's
150th birth anniversary in
India by Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh at Vigyan
Bhavan here on May 7.

Among the members of
the Bangladesh team, emi-
nent Rabindrasangeet
singer Rizwana Chodhury
Bannya will be present.

India and Bangladesh
had decided to jointly cele-
brate the 150th birth anni-
versary of Tagore during
Hasina's visit to Delhi in
Januarylast year.

Both the countries have
also chalked out elaborate
programmes to mark the
year-long celebrations of the
poet who has penned the
national anthems of India
and Bangladesh.

Sayedee
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interrogated for a day

between 10:00am and
5:00pm, and the prison
authority will take him to jail
after the interrogation, the
tribunal said.

The investigation officers
will fix the date, and a coun-
sel of the defendant and a
doctor of a prison hospital
will be present in an adja-
cent room during the ques-
tioning.

The doctor will examine
Sayedee's health condition
before and after the interro-

gation.

The court directed the
investigators not Lo pressur-
ise or threaten him.

Meanwhile, the tribunal
yesterday upheld its order
that granted bail to former
BNP lawmaker Abdul Alim
on March 31 in connection
with similar charges and
directed him to appear
beforeitonJuly21.

Alim, a member of late
president Ziaur Rahman's
cabinet, appeared before the
tribunal yesterday in com-
pliance with his bail condi-
tions.

The tribunal also ordered
the prosecution to submit
the investigation report
against him by July 21.

Standard & Poor's
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improvement in debt ratios,

underpin the ratings on
Bangladesh. Improved cen-
tral bank reserve coverage and
bilateral and multilateral
donor engagement are other
supporting factors for the
ratings, it said.

However, the ratings on
Bangladesh were constrained
by the country's limited fiscal
flexibility due to low revenue-
generation capacity, against
relatively high public and
external debt and significant
physical and human capital
development needs, said the
global rating firm.

Earlier this month,
Moody's Investors Services,
another rating agency, rated
Bangladesh “Ba3” also with a
stable outlook.

S&P confirmed its “BB-"
long-term and “B” short-term
foreign and local currency
sovereign credit ratings on
Bangladesh. The transfer and
convertibility (T&C) assess-
mentremains “BB-".

These ratings mean that
S&P thinks the outlook for
long-term international
credit to Bangladesh is fairly
stable, second in South Asia to
onlyIndia.

The stable outlook reflects

strong growth prospects and
ongoing donor support,
which ensures low-cost and
long maturity external debt
that minimises refinancing
risk. These factors are bal-
anced against emerging
balance of payments pres-
sures as remittance growth
slows and imports expand,
and the risks posed by rising
inflationary pressures and a
weakened banking sector.
The relatively high public
and external debt levels are
one of the main factors con-
straining the ratings on
Bangladesh. Net general
government debt at a pro-
jected 36 percent of GDP in
2011 is well above that of
peers, and the associated
interest burden of 18 percent
of general government reve-
nues is more than double the
median for similarly rated
countries and of peers. The
external debt component, at
66 percent of current account
receipts in 2010, is similarly
high.
“Bangladesh's limited
fiscal flexibility owing to a
narrow revenue base and high
infrastructure needs also
constrains the rating. We
project the country's total
revenue at 12.3 percent of

GDPinfiscal 2011,” said S&P's
creditanalystAgost Benard.

“Significant energy and
infrastructure deficiencies
and administrative and
bureaucratic weaknesses also
constrain the ratings. These
factors prevent Bangladesh
from achieving higher eco-
nomic growth,” said the ana-
lyst.

S&P could raise the ratings
ifthe Bangladesh government
persists with implementing
measures to expand the reve-
nue base and improve admin-
istrative and collection effi-
ciency, leading to a material
rise inits revenue. It could also
upgrade Bangladesh if rising
investment leads to a sustain-
able increase in real GDP
growth.

“Conversely, we could
downgrade the sovereign
rating if fiscal slippages result
in rising public debt and
external donor support
declines materially. We could
also lower the ratings if incipi-
ent balance of payments
pressures accentuate and
result in a significant erosion
of external liquidity through
lack of appropriate policy
responses,” said the rating

agency.

No top parties want
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restriction than the existing
one.

During the one party
regime of BAKSAL the restric-
tion was tightened in 1975
through the 4th amendment,
andin 1991 thatwas tightened
some more by a BNP-led
regime through the 12th
amendment.

In the recent constitutional
amendment talks with the
parliamentary special com-
mittee, ruling AL allies
Workers Party, Jatiya
Samajtantrik Dal, and
National Awami Party pro-
posed for amending article 70
to allow MPs freedom to per-
form their duties as lawmak-
ers, except on some specific
issues like no-confidence
motions against the cabinet.

Jatiya Party, another major
component of the AL-led
grand alliance, however
refrained from proposing an
amendment to the article,
while main opposition BNP
boycotted the talks altogether.

AL in the run up to the last
parliamentary polls promised
to take all necessary measures
to make the House more
effective, and to hold the
executive branch of the state
accountable for all its activi-
ties.

"Except for some specific
subjects related to the security
of the state, parliament mem-
bers will be allowed to express
differing opinions,” says the
AL electoral manifesto titled
"the charter forchange".

Changes to the article 70 is
required to implement AL's
electoral pledge, but the party
chief does not want any
change to the article, some
members of the special com-
mittee told The Daily Star
yesterday.

Hasina's stance might
frustrate the parliamentary

special committee's move to
amend article 70 to relax the
restrictions imposed on MPs,
without hampering the stabil-
ity ofthe cabinet.

The committee's mem-
bers at a meeting on March 29
agreed in principle on two
propositions.

One idea is to allow MPs to
express differing opinions
and cast votes against party
decisions in the parliament
excepton some specificissues
like no-confidence motion
against the cabinet, finance
bill, and matters related to
state security.

A number of AL leaders
who joined the talks with the
special committee on
Wednesday, and eminent
jurists who joined the talks on
Sunday, are also for amending
the article without hampering
the stability of the cabinet,
committee sources said.

The special committee's
second proposition is to
restore the original article 70
of the 1972 constitution, as it
imposed less restriction than
the existing one.

The original article 70 of
the constitution barred MPs
from casting votes in the
parliament against the party
that nominated them during
elections. Ifany MPviolated it,
he or she would lose parlia-
ment membership.

In 1991 the restriction was
tightened some more through
the 12th amendment by
inserting an explanation, the
framework of which had been
set in 1975 through the 4th
amendment.

The explanation says if any
MP being present in parlia-
ment abstains from voting or
remains absent in any sitting
ignoring the direction of his or
her own party, he or she willbe
deemed to have voted against

own party.

With the incorporation of
this explanation, the MPs'
freedom was completely
quashed giving them no
alternative to marching in
lockstep with party decisions.

Contacted by The Daily
Star yesterday a member of
the special committee said
they will continue their efforts
to bring necessary changes to
article 70 to provide MPs more
freedom to perform their
duties independently in the
parliament.

When another committee
member also AL lawmaker's
attention was drawn to the AL
electoral manifesto, he said
article 70 should be amended
to implement the party's
electoral pledge.

"The party chief did not
put forward any specific
proposal about article 70. We
will however look carefully
into what we can do in this
regard," he said.

RESERVED SEATS

AL's another proposal for
increasing reserved seats for
women in the parliament to
50 from 45 also runs counter
tothe party'selectoral pledge.

In the electoral manifesto,
AL promised to increase the
number of women's reserved
seats to 100, and to introduce
directelection to the seats.

But AL chief Hasina on
Wednesday at the talks with
the special committee pro-
posed for adding only five
more seats for women in
parliament, and refrained
from proposing direct elec-
tions.

In defence, she cited short-
age of seats in the chamber of
parliament. There are a total
of 354 seats in the chamber. At
present, the number of MPs is
345, and there are three tech-
nocrat ministers.

Graft failing objectives
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money, the study added.

Food and Disaster
Management Minister Abdur
Razzaque attributed the
irregularities to the lack coor-
dination among various
ministries and the inadequate
number of monitoring offi-
Cers.

The study titled 'Social
Safety Net and the
Marginalised: Implications
for Budget 2011-12' was pre-
sented by Dr Mahfuz Kabir,
research fellow at Bangladesh
Institute of International and
Strategic Studies, at a discus-
sion yesterday.

Shamunnay, a non-
government organisation,
arranged the dialogue with
the support of Manusher
Jonno Foundation at Cirdap
auditoriumin the city.

A sample survey on
Employment Generation
Programme for Hardcore
Poor (EGPHP) found at least
5.6 percent of its beneficiaries
do not fall under its criteria,
while that for Vulnerable
Group Development (VGD),
the figure was 10.76 percent.

Around 85 SSN
programmes operate in
Bangladesh, including major
programmes like EGPHP
VGD, Vulnerable Group
Feeding, Food for Work, Old

Age Allowance, Rural
Maintenance Programme,
Allowance for the Financially
Insolvent Disabled, the study
said.

Open Market Sale (OMS)
and distribution of food
grains through fair price cards
are other forms of SSN to
provide food at subsidized
rates.

In 2010-11, Tk 19,496.99 or
14.75 percent of the total
budget was proposed for SSN
programmes, itsaid.

Under EGPHE the study
found that 5 percent benefi-
ciaries were relatives of local
chairmans and members,
while under VGD, 7.5 percent
beneficiaries were relatives of
local government representa-
tives.

Around 17.7 percent bene-
ficiaries under VGD were
bribed to getVGD cards, while
4 percent were bribed under
EGPHB itsaid.

"If such loopholes were
checked, at least 2.67 lakh
more needy people could get
benefits while 39,101 tonnes
of flour or rice could be
saved," said Mahfuz Kabir.

Many programmes are
taken up without proper
planning or necessary ground
work, hesaid.

Food minister Razzague
said, while listing the urban

poorinDhaka, 1 lakh fair price
cards were found with fake
identity. Rice withdrawn
against these cards were sold
inthe market, he noted.

Dealers and local leaders
are jointly involved in such
forgery, he said adding that,
identifying the real beneficia-
riesisadifficult task.

"We shall review the selec-
tion process before taking up
big programmes," he said.

He sought ways to combat
corruption in the local gov-
ernment bodies that play a
crucial role in selecting the
beneficiaries.

Bangladesh Krishi Bank
Chairman Khondker Ibrahim
Khaled proposed forming a
national coordination council
for operating all sorts of SSN
programmes.

The list of beneficiaries
could bedisplayed atall union
parishad councils and
schools for reference and
transparency, he said.

He also noted, since cor-
ruption is more in food trans-
fer, the government could
instead consider providing
cash through banks.

Manusher Jonno
Foundation Director Farzana
Naeem suggested maintain-
ing a central database for all
the beneficiaries of SSN to
Improve transparency.

Two Killed in
Indonesia
plane crash

AFP, Yogyakarta

Two people on a training
flight were killed when their
glider plane crashed in
Indonesia's Yogyakarta
province yesterday, a mili-
tary academy official said.

"Two people were killed
in the accident. One is the
instructor and the other is
the student,” Air Force
Academy governor Ida
Bagus Putu Dunia said.

"The glider plane crashed
at 15:45PM on land which is
still part of the academy in
Sleman district. We are still
unsure of the cause of the
accident,” Dunia said.

In February, five people
on a test flight were killed in
Bintan island when their
small plane crashed having
changed one ofits engines.

Five police on a mission
to help flood victims in east-
ern Indonesia were killed in
October when their plane
crashed into a tree during an
emergency landing.

Sahara

FROM PAGE 20
Asked about the claim in the

charge sheet, Sahara said
police submitted the report
after investigation, and now
the courtwill judgeit.

She, however, kept mum
when reminded about the
Rab director general's state-
ment. The minister was talk-
ing to reporters at her secre-
tariat office.

Earlier on April 11, Rab DG
Mokhlesur Rahman at a press
briefing said Limon was a
victimof“shootout”.

“He is a young boy, not a
notorious criminal but an
accused in a criminal case. He
is just the victim of the inci-
dent,” Mokhlesur noted.

Although a Rab press
release put Limon's age at 25,
police investigation found
himtobe 16.

Members of Rab shot him
in the left leg on his way to
bring back his cattle home at
Chhaturiavillage ofJThalakathi
onMarch 23. The leg had to be
amputatedlater.

Meanwhile, Rab said the
cases against Limon will be
shifted to a juvenile court in
Jessore, reports our Barisal
correspondent.

Ariful Islam, the current
investigation officer of the two
Rab cases, has also confirmed
this.

Earlier, Ariful was assigned
also to investigate the case
filed by Limon's mother
against Rab members.

At this, Limon's family had
expressed concern over a fair
investigation into their case.

Ariful, however, told The
Daily Star yesterday that the
family can appeal to the
court seeking order to
change the investigation
officer.

The enquiry into the case
against Rab members is on
and action will be taken
against the accused as the law
permits, he added.

As per the Public Service
Act 1985, the accused Rab
personnel will be suspended
and handed over to police
should their bail petitions are
rejected by a court, said Lt Col
Manirul Huq, commanding
officer of Rab-8.

AThalakathi court has fixed
May 19 for hearing over
charge sheetagainst Limon.

IOM to tly
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of around 300 Bangladeshis

will be planned soon, said a
press release of IOM regional
office in Dhaka yesterday.

The flight details are yet
to be confirmed, but are
expected to commence from
tomorrow, it said.

The decision comes in
response to a request from
Bangladesh.

“The IOM will continue to
monitor and assist return of
other Bangladeshis who will
reach Tunisian or Egyptian
borders in coming days,”
said the release.

Since the crisis began in
March, the IOM has
arranged repatriation of
over 27,000 of 35,000 plus
Bangladeshis from the bor-
dersin Egyptand Tunisia.

Bangladesh has agreed to
share the repatriation cost of
10,000 Bangladeshis with
the IOM.

The IOM had earlier said
that it was facing fund crisis
as it had to repatriate thou-
sands of migrants of various
countries.



