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SNAPS AND SNIPPETS

Teenage girl'sbodyrecovered

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Narail

Police yesterday recovered a body of a teenage girl from a
ditch near Chitra Bridge at Hatbadia village under Narail
municipality. Acting on a tip-off, a police team headed by
SI Delwar Hossain rushed to the spot and recovered the
body of the girl aged about 22. Later, police sent the body to
Narail Sadar Hospital morgue for autopsy. The police offi-
cial said, it was found to be bleeding from nostril and
mouth. Locals apprehended that the girl might have been
strangled after rape. However, police declined to comment
anything before autopsy of the body:.

Trucker murdered
OUR CORRESPONDENT, Jhenidah

Police yesterday recovered body of a truck driver from his
house at Court Para in the town. The body was identified as
Abu Bakar, 35, of the same area. Acting on a tip-off, a police
team conducted a raid at the house at about 8:30am and
recovered the body. Contacted, Sadar police station duty
officer said, a scarf was wrapped over the neck of the body.
Later, police sent the body to Jhenidh General Hospital
morgue for an autopsy. Akhiron Nessa, mother of the
deceased said, Abu Bakar had a bitter relationship with his
wife and in-laws for the last couple of years. This might be
the reason behind his death, she said. Abu Bakar married
to Fahima Khatun, daughter of Nowsher Ali of Court Para
area over adecade ago, police said.

Polybags seized

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Barisal

A mobile court of the environment directorate here yester-
day conducted a drive in different shops of Nabogram
Bazaar intersection and seized 20 kilogram of banned
polythene bags from there. The court also realised a fine of
Tk 7,400 from seven shops for using and storing banned
polythene bags. The shops were Abdul Majid Store, Mira
Store, Sajib Store, Munna Store, vegetable vendors Mamun
and Luthfar and Bachchu meat shop. Majid Store was
fined Tk 2, 500 while Mira Store Tk 2,000, Sajib Store Tk.2,
000, Munna Store Tk 500, vegetable vendors Mamun and
Luthfar Tk 100 each and Bachchu meat shop Tk 200. Later
the seized polythene bags were burnt at the bazaar com-
pound. The mobile court was led by administrative magis-
trate Tarafdar Mahmudur Rahman. He was accompanied
by Arefin Badal, assistant director of the environment
directorate and members of the law enforcement agencies.
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District unit of BNP brings out a procession in Barisal city

yesterday demanding steps to check prices of essen-
tials. Similar programmes were held across the country.

Three drug peddlers jailed

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Mymensingh

A mobile court here yesterday jailed three drug peddlers
for six months each for keeping drugs and doing illegal
drug peddling for a long time. The convicts were
Shahjahan, 32, son of Abdus Samad and Asad, 52, son of
Jamir Uddin of Patgodam area and Masum, 21, son of Asad
Ali of old Trishal bus stand area in the town. All of them
were sent to jail. Earlier, the mobile court led by magistrate
Tahmina Zakaria conducted the raids in different areas of
the town in the morning and arrested them. Various illegal
drugs were also recovered from their possession, narcotics
directorate sources said. Among others, Narcotic Control
Directorate deputy director Zafarullah Kajal was present
during the drive.

Four jailed for drinking liquor

OUR CORRESPONDENT, Chapainawabganj

A mobile court at Sandeshpur village under Bangabari
union of Gomostapur upazila on Monday night conducted
an anti-drug drive and arrested four people for drinking
locally-made liquor. The arrestees were identified as,
Saidur Rahman,40, Torikul Islam,37, of Sandeshpur village
and Monirul Islam,40, Abdul Quddus,42, of Alinagar vil-
lage under Gomostapur upazila. Later, the court sum-
marily tried them, awarded four months' imprisonment
and sent them to jail. Executive magistrate Rabiul Faisal,
also acting upazila nirbahi officer (UNO) of Gomostapur
sentenced each of them to four months' imprisonment.

Indian cattle trader arrested

UNB, Kurigram
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Locals form a human chain on Monday demanding immediate steps for repair of the damaged embankment on the Monu
River at Dolia-Belertol village in Kulaura upazila of Moulvibazar district to save people of 24 villages in the area from
inundation during the upcoming rainy season.
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¥ Repair dyke on
Monu River

Demands human chain

in Kulaura

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Moulvibazar

Hundred of people on
Monday formed a human
chain on a damaged
embankment on the Monu
River at Dolia-Belertol vil-
lage in Kulaura upazila
demanding its immediate
repair.

Addressing a rally at the
venue, the speakers said if
the embankment is washed
away in the upcoming rainy
season as many as 24 vil-
lages under Prithimpasa,
Kormodha, Bhukshimul,
Rautgaon, Kadipur,
Tilagaon and
Brahminbazaar unions will
be inundated.

They lamented, saying
the authorities concerned

have no headache to repair
the embankment on emer-
gency basis.

The speakers expressed
their indignation at sheer
indifference of the authori-
ties concerned to repairing
the embankment and also
threatened to launch a
greater agitation if the
embankment is not repaired
as early as possible.

Among others, Aftab Ali,
convener of the Belertol
River Embankment
Protection Movement
Committee, former chair-
men of Prithimpasa union
Abdul Gafur and Abdul
Latif, JSD leader Abdul
Gaffar and Khetmojur
leader Syed Musarraf Ali
addressed.

Khulna Wasa drive for arrear
bills thwarted

City dwellers demand smooth water supply first

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Khulna

Khulna Water and
Sewerage Authority's
(Wasa) recent drive to
realise outstanding bills
has apparently failed due
to sharp reaction from
people who are crying for
steady supply of water.

Aggrieved people
assaulted Commercial
Manager of Khulna Wasa
Khademul Islam when he
went to Tootpara area on
April 19 with a 17-
member team including
policemen to realise out-
standing bills from city
dwellers.

On April 21, the same
team of Wasa returned to

office without any drive in
Shaikhpara area in the
face of opposition by
locals.

"Under the circum-
stances, it has become
quite impossible for us to
continue the drive," said
Khademul Islam, also
head of the 17-member
team formed to realise
the outstanding bills.

There is apprehen-
sion that people will
become more violent if
police goes into action
to help WASA realise
outstanding bills before
solving serious water
crisis prevailing in the
city for the last two
months, said Ajmol

Ahmed Tapon, panel
mayor-1 of Khulna City
Corporation (KCC).

People of about eighty
percent areas under 31
wards of KCC do not get
even one-third of their
required water supply and
WASA officials are quite
aware of people's untold
suffering due to the situa-
tion, he said.

"We are concerned
about security while
launching any drive to
realise bills from the
people who do not get
water to meet even 30 per
cent of their need?" said a
sub-assistant engineer of
Wasa requesting ano-
nymity.

Managing Director of
Khulna Wasa Md Abdullah
told this correspondent
on Saturday that there is
no alternative to launch-
ing drive against those
who did not pay bills
during last ten years.

Wasa does not have the
ability to supply more than
one crore gallon of water a
day against the need of
three crore gallons for 16
lakh people of Khulna city,
he said.

Many tube-wells are not
functioning as under-
ground water level has gone
down, said Jaglul Haider
Chowdhury, Deputy
Managing Director of
KhulnaWasa.

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Natore

Police yesterday arrested a
madrasa student on charge of
biting the face of a college girl

and attempting to violate her.
The arrestee, Sany Balel, a

first year Alim (equivalent to
HSC) student of Jongly Fazil
Madrasa, and resident of
Dastanabad village in Natore
Sadar upazila, confessed to
his evil act, police said.

Belal waylaid the victim, a
first year student of Kafuria
Degree College, when she
was going to the college
along with her two friends at
around 9:00am, police and
locals said.

He forcibly took her to a

shallow machine room in
Kafuria Beel, tried to rape her
and bit her face when the girl
resisted. Hearing her scream,
locals rushed to the spot and
rescued her.

"Belal, who had been

Bid to rape college girl,
madrasa student held

stalking me for about a year,
gave a proposal for love
about two months ago,
which [ rejected. As I told my
mother about the incident
and later my teachers were
informed, Belal threatened
me of doing something so
that I cannot show my face to
anybody. Finally he attacked

me," said the girl.
"l demand exemplary

punishment to the culprit so
that he dare not do the same

again," said the girl's mother.
The victim's father

Maksedur Rahman field a
case in this connection, said
Natore police station officer-
in-charge Abdullah Al
Mamun.

Teachers and students
brought out a processionand
formed a human chain at
Kafuria Bazar in Natore
Sadar upazila yesterday
demanding punishment to
the culprit.
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Sundolpur Oil/Gas Exploration
Well Drilling Project

Bangladesh Petroleum Exploration & Production Company Limited (BAPEX)
Shahjalal Tower (5" Floor), 80/A-B, Siddeshwari Circular Road, Dhaka-1217, Bangladesh
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An Indian cattle trader was arrested while selling 18 cows at a
cattle market at Bhurungamari upazila headquarters on
Saturday. The arrestee was identified as Nosir Miah, 48, son of
late Boher Miah of Tufanganj Police Station under Cooch Behar
district of India. Acting on secret information, police went to the
marketand arrested Nosirwhile hewas selling the cows.

Robber held with revolver

UNB, Rajbari

Highway police arrested a robber along with a revolver and
two bullets in Gopalpur area on Rajbari-Kushtia road
under Pangsha upazila early Sunday. The arrestee was
identified as Rabiul Islam, 32, son of Hossain Ali of
Laxmondia village in the upazila. Receiving information
that a gang of 10 robbers blocked the road, putting logs on
it at Gopalpur for committing robbery, police conducted a
drive in the area at around 3:00am. They (police) chased
the robbers and arrested Rabiul along with revolver and
two bullets while his cohorts managed to flee.
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