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WEST BENGAL POLLS

Crucial third
phase today

PT1, Kolkata

An electorate of 1.44 crore is
expected to vote today in the
crucial third phase of West
Bengal Assembly polls
spread over three districts of
Kolkata and North and South
24 Parganas district to decide
the fate of 479 candidates
including Chief Minister
Buddhadeb Bhattacharjee.
Tight security arrange-
ments have been made with
the deployment of over 600
security force personnel to
ensure free, fair and peaceful
polling, official sources said.
In all 17,792 polling
booths have been set up
with 97.47 per cent voters
having EPICs, Election
Commission sources said.
The 75 constituencies
include 11 in Kolkata, 33 in
neighbouring North and 31 in
South 24-Parganas districts.
Trinamool Congress also
made substantial gains in
South 24 Parganas where the
party won all the four Lok
Sabha seats in 2009.

Monday.

PHOTO: AFP

A Thai woman carries her children to temporary camp after being evacuated from their homes following a deadly
exchange of gunfire between Thai and Cambodian soldiers in Surin province near the Thai-Cambodian border on

Thailand, Cambodia eye
truce as fighting spreads

AFP, Phanom Dong Rak

Thailand and Cambodia were preparing
yesterday for ceasefire talks after a new front
opened in their worst border fighting in
recent history, inwhich 13 troops have died.
Tens of thousands of civilians have been
forced to flee their homes on both sides as
heavy weapons fire pounded the jungle
frontier, shattering a fragile truce that had

held since February.

"Cambodian Defence Minister Tea Banh
has agreed to meet his Thai counterpart in
Phnom Penh shortly to discuss a ceasefire
between the two countries,” the Cambodian
defence ministry said in a statement.

Thai Defence Minister General Prawit
Wongsuwon indicated that he was ready for
dialogue with his Cambodian counterpart.

"We will have an opportunity to talk and
there will be no problem. I think the situation
will ease within a few days," he told reporters
inThailand during a visit to the border area.

The two armies exchanged fire yesterday
near the 900-year-old Preah Vihear temple,
which has been the focus of strained rela-
tions between the neighbours since it was
granted UN World Heritage status in 2008.

Fighting erupted near the ruins at 1:30pm
and lasted for 30 minutes, said Thai army

spokesman Colonel Prawit Hookaew.
"They fired artillery and mortar and we

retaliated,"” he said.
Cambodia blamed Thailand for starting

the clash, which broke outin an area that had
been relatively calm for two months and is
150 kilometres east of two other disputed
temple complexes that have been the scene

offierce fighting since Friday.
In February 10 people were killed near the

PreahVihear temple, prompting a UN appeal

fora permanent ceasefire.

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton on
Monday urged Thailand and Cambodia to
show restraint and said Washington was
"deeply concerned”.

The World Court ruled in 1962 that the
temple belonged to Cambodia, but both
countries claim ownership of a 4.6-square-
kilometre surrounding area.

Eight Cambodian soldiers and five Thai
troops have died in the latest fighting further
west along the border, while another
Cambodian soldier is missing.

Thailand said nearly 26,000 people had
been evacuated on its side of the border and
were being housed in 22 shelters. Three
districts -- Phanom Dong Rak, Kap Choeng
and Prasat -- have been declared emer-
gency areas.

SRI LANKA WAR CRIMES

UN chief says no probe into
Sri Lanka mass killing

AFP, United Nations

UN chief Ban Ki-moon has said he cannot order
an international probe into the killing of tens of
thousands of civilians during Sri Lanka's final
assault on Tamil separatists in 2009.

His remarks came after a UN panel said
Monday that the Sri Lanka military killed
most of the civilian victims of the offensive
but that both sides may be guilty of war
crimes, ordering Colombo to conduct a
"genuine" inquiry.

It said both sides had carried out acts that
constitute "a grave assault on the entire
regime of international law designed to
protect individual dignity during both war
and peace."

Ban said he lacked the authority to order
an investigation but that the United Nations
would probe its own actions in the war's final
months, after the panel said it could have
saved lives by being tougher on Sri Lanka.

However, the UN human rights chief said
yesterday that an international inquiry was
needed after a damning UN report on the
killings of thousands of civilians during Sri
Lanka's 2009 final assault on Tamil separatists.

"The eyewitness accounts and credible
information contained in this report demand

a full, impartial, independent and transpar-
ent investigation,” said Navi Pillay, the UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights.

"Unless there is a sea-change in the gov-
ernment's response, which has so far been
one of total denial and blanket impunity, a
full-fledged international inquiry will clearly
be needed,"” she added.

In its report released on Monday, a UN
panel said the Sri Lanka military killed most
of the civilian victims of the offensive but
concluded that both sides may be guilty of
war crimes and ordered Colombo to con-
ducta "genuine” inquiry.

Pillay noted that the way the conflict was
conducted "challenged the very founda-
tions of the rules of war and cost the lives of
tens of thousands of civilians."

"I hope the disturbing new information
contained in this report will shock the con-
science of the international community into
finally taking serious action," she said.

SriLanka did notimmediately respond to the
report but, after parts of the report were leaked
to the Sri Lankan media, the government
slammeditas "biased" and "preposterous.”

President Mahinda Rajapakse has called
for thisyear's May Dayrallyto be turned into a
demonstration against any UN investigation.
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Australian
PM raises
rights issue
with China

AFP, Beijing

Australian Prime Minister
Julia Gillard said she raised a
range of human rights con-
cerns in talks yesterday with
Chinese PremierWen Jiabao,
who denied China had taken
a "backward step”.

"l expressed my concerns
and Australia's concerns
about the treatment of eth-
nic minorities, about the
question of religious free-
dom and about recent
reports of human rights
activists," Gillard told
reporters after the talks.

"Premier Wen ... indi-
cated that his view was that
China had not taken a back-
ward step on human rights.”

The trip is Gillard's first to
China, Australia's top trad-
ing partner, and comes as
the ruling Communist Party
is waging its toughest crack-
down on dissent in years.

Gillard is set to meet
President Hu Jintao on
Wednesday at the conclu-
sion of her week-long trip to
Northeast Asia which also
included visits to Japan and
South Korea.

Detained for 5yrs for vague reasons

FROM PAGE 20
obtained them from whistle-

blower siteWikiLeaks.

The records disclose the
thinking of US Pentagon
officials on who has been
detained, what for, and how
long at the notorious deten-
tion camp, where the 1949
Geneva Conventions on
Prisoners of War have been
known to be flouted.

Hashem served in
Guantanamo from January
2002 to his release in
December 2006, when a
special US Air Force plane
flew him back to Bangladesh
after failing to gather any
evidence to implicate him in
terrorist activity.

The dearth of any clear
evidence linking him to
terrorist activity, which is
quite apparent from a look
through his dossier, makes
the 5 years he lost in
Guantanamo even more
regrettable.

The assessment starts
with a section on Hashem's
personal information,
which includes his false
name Rawhan Ben Abd Al
Rauf that he gave to the
Pakistani officials during his
first detention, his true
name, his place of birth in
Brahmanbaria, and his date
of birth which is given as

January 1, 1978.
The section closes with

his internment serial num-
ber US9BG-000151DP Since
being released, Hashem has
revealed that he was known
as "Enemy Combatant 151"
while in custody.

The next section of note
contains a recommendation
that “detainee be Released or
Transferred to the Control of
Another Country.”

Although this assessment
is dated March 25, 2005, it
would be another 21 months
before Hashem was finally
released. It is also revealed
that the previous time he was
assessed for release or trans-
ferwas September 13, 2003.

According to the March
2005 updated recommenda-
tion, Hashem is assessed as
“a probable Islamic extrem-
ist”, with “possible” ties to Al
Qaedaand its global terrorist
network.

Itis said all debriefers and
analysts “concurred” that his
cover story is not plausible,
and he is “extremely decep-
tive” during interviews.

Hashem is said to have
been uncooperative and

aloof during interrogation.
The fact that a senior Al

Qaeda lieutenant, Abu
Zubeidah, was “familiar”
with him is said to indicate

that Hashem at least utilised
Al Qaeda safehouses while
entering or exiting
Afghanistan. He is also said
to pose a “low-risk”, as he is
unlikely to pose a future
threat to the US, its interests,
orits allies.

There follows an account
based on Hashem's own
statements on how he ended
up in Guantanamo, which is
then set against US officials’
own assessment how things
panned out. Largely, they
differ on the circumstances

surrounding his capture.
After going to Pakistan in

1999, Hashem is said to have
claimed that he travelled to
Kabul in November 2001. He
visited the Mazar-i-Sharif,
and stayed with one Bashir
Ahmed for four days before
returning to Pakistan.

On his way back, he trav-
elled to Peshawar where he
was detained by Pakistani
plainclothes policemen, for
“looking like a foreigner”
and not having any identifi-
cation. He was then turned
over to the Pakistani military
who handed him over to US
custody. Later he was trans-
ferred to Guantanamo Bay
on January 17, 2002.

The US officials' assess-
ment thereafter of Hashem
as an “Islamic extremist” is

admitted to be based on
“largely circumstantial”
information, such as: a)
Hashem's decision to travel
to Kabul just after the US
offensive began b) The fact
that he was one of 195
detainees captured and
turned over to US custody by
Pakistani officials during
late 2001 and early 2002, and
the rest were all Arab
mujahideen attempting to
flee Afghanistan and US
troops c¢) His parents' back-
ground (“his father is an
Imam”) is said to suggest
they “encouraged” him to
join Jihad in Afghanistan d)
Abu Zubeidah's statement
that Hashem looked “famil-
iar", even though he was
unable to recall his name or
identity.

In its concluding sec-
tions, the assessment states
Hashem is of “low” intelli-
gence value, that is, unable
to provide much informa-
tion which could be consid-
ered valuable for America in

itsWar onTerror.
The final word on his status

at that point reconfirms him
asan “enemy combatant”. The
assessment is signed by Brig
Gen Jay HWood.

Since his return, Hashem

gotmarried, and became the
father ofa baby girlin 2008.

Pakistan raps move
to 'defame’ spies

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan yesterday angrily rejected leaked documents show-
ing that US investigators considered its top spy agency a
terror group, which could further strain relations between

the wary allies.

A secret 2007 US list of "terrorist and terrorist support
entities" listed Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI)
alongside some 70 other groups including Iranian intelli-

gence and the Taliban.

"The ISI is being wrongfully defamed internationally,”
Interior Minister Rehman Malik told reporters. While his
ministry is responsible for the police and some paramilitary
units, ISIis under exclusive control of the military.

"The ISl is a patriotic organisation which has a huge role in
combatting terrorism. Those who are trying to bring the ISI
into disrepute would never succeed in their design,"” he said.

The exposure of the private US assessment, on a memo-
randum from the controversial US camp for war prisoners at
Guantanamo Bay, may cause new strains in the relationship
between the United States and ISI, which has longstanding
ties to militants but has also worked closely with the CIA.

Pakistan helped create the Taliban, who imposed an
austere brand of Islam on Afghanistan until the 2001 US-led
invasion removed them from power.

Police free 51 abducted

in Mexico

AFP, Mexico City

Mexican police on Monday freed 51 people who had been
kidnapped in the northeast of the country, including 18
Central American and six Chinese migrant workers, the

public security ministry said.

The raid on a building in the northeastern town of
Reynosa near the US border -- where rival drug cartels battle
it out for lucrative trade routes to the north -- uncovered 14
Guatemalans, two Hondurans and two Salvadorans.

The other 27 detainees were Mexicans, the ministry said

inastatement.

The statement did not mention any arrests during the

operation.

Earlier this month police freed 68 kidnapped individuals,
including 12 Central American migrants, in Reynosa.

Four policemen were detained on Monday in connection
with the earlier release. Those who were rescued said they
had been kidnapped when gunmen from the Gulf drug
cartel hijacked the buses they were traveling on.

Reynosa is around 160 km away from the town of San
Fernando, where police earlier unearthed 177 bodies.

Memo No. K/124-2010/1410

Government of th

e People's Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Inspector General
Bangladesh Police
Police Headquarters
Dhaka

Invitation for Re-Tender

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from the suppliers/local agents/imedicine shopkeeper in their official pad for purchase
of the following items for equipment of UN Mission.

Date: 24 April 2011

1 Ministry/Division Ministry of Home Affairs.

2 Agency Bangladesh Police.

3 Procuring entity name Inspector General, Bangladesh Police.
4 Invitation for Medical Equipment of UN Mission.

5 Invitation Ref. No. K/124-2010/1410

6 Date 24.04.2011

KEY INFORMATION

Procurement method

Open tendering method (OTM).

7
FUNDING INFORMATION
8 Budget and source of funds

Revenue Budget (GOB)/UN Mission Budget,

PARTICULAR INFORMATION

9 Tender publication date

24 April 2011,

10 | Tender last selling date

12 May 2011.

11 | Tender closing date and time

15 May 2011 at 12:00 noon.

12 | Tender opening date and time

15 May 2011 at 12:30pm.

Name & Address of the Office

13 Mame & address of the office

Police Headquarters, Phoenix Road, Fulbaria, Dhaka-1000.

- Selling tender document

i) AlG (Supply), Bangladesh Police, Police Headquarters, Dhaka-1000.
ii) AlG {Admin), Bangladesh Police, Police Headquarters, Dhaka-1000.

- Receiving tender document

AlG (Supply), Bangladesh Police, Police Headquarters, Dhaka-1000.

- Opening tender document

Dhaka.

Room Mo. 301 (2" Floor), Phoenix Road, Police Headquarters,

(optional)

14 | Placefdate/time of pre-tender meeting

05 May 2011 at 12:00 noon, Conference Hall (3™ Floor), Bangladesh
Police, Police Headquarters, Dhaka.

INFORMATION FOR TENDERER

15 | Eligibility of tenderer

1) Up-to-date trade license, 2) Up-to-date Income Tax clearance
certificate, 3) Up-to-date VAT registration, 4) Up-to-date drug license,
05) Medical equipment must be supplied from well reputed
company/brand and 6) Other documents described in tender

documents.
16 | Brief description of goods
Sl Name Price of tender | Tender security in Completion
No. document Taka time
07 Medical Equipment for UN Mission 750/- 2.40,000

PROCURING ENTITY DETAILS

17 | Name of official inviting tender

Shoeb Ahmed, PPM.

18 | Description of official inviting tender

Assistant Inspector General (Supply).

19 | Address of official inviting tender

Headquarters, Dhaka.

Assistant Inspector General (Supply), Bangladesh Police, Police

20 | Contact details of official inviting tender

Phone & Fax; 9567001,

E-mail: aigsupp@police.gov.bd

21 | Special instructions

_a) No tender will be received after the deadline for submission.

b) The procuring entity reserves the right to reject all tenders or annul the tender processing.

GD-1944

Shoeb Ahmed, PPM
Assistant Inspector General (Supply)

Police Headgquarters, Dhaka

E-mail: aigsu

Bangladesh Police

Phone: 9567001
olice.qgov.bd




