20

BHE SAFE

City

DHAKA TUESDAY APRIL 26, 2011

THE SAFEST STEEL IN BANGLADESH BUILT TO WITHSTAND
GYCLONIC FORCE AND EARTHQUAKES

The only steel that ensures Elungatmn at maximum force

EEEIE’\treme

Feel safe with Xtreme Inside

@he Baily Star

12 Months |

link electronics...

think

Philips 47" LCD TV (47PFL3605) at Tk. 9,723"

Up to 18 Equal Monthly Installments available at 0% Interest

DIGITAL

For More Information:
8855366-8,01712-665463

PHILIPS

Insanar Ma
won't stay
at old home

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Netrakona

Insanar Ma, the 90-
year-old helpless
woman from
Netrakona, has turned
down the offer to pass
the rest of her life at
an old home.

"I was born here
and [ want to die
here," she said.

Her refusal came at

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

2 factories
fined for

pollution

OUR CORRESPONDENT,
Narsingdi

A mobile team of
Department of
Environment (DoE)
yesterday fined two
factories Tk 36 lakh on
charge of polluting
agricultural land and
rivers by discharging
toxic liquid in

SEE PAGE 19 COL 8

Wasa awarded
for improved
management

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Dhaka Water Supply
and Sewerage
Authority (Wasa) wins
Water Performer of
the Year Award in the
Global Water Summit
held in Germany for
improvements in
service sectors like

reducing system loss
SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

Fresh survey to
'reclaim' Dhaka
river foreshores

TAWFIQUE ALI

While it is imperative to recover foreshores to save
rivers, relevant deputy commissioners (DC) said they
had to retain the private ownerships on Khas land of
the foreshores of Dhaka rivers, arguing that regaining
those would require land acquisition and record cor-

rection.
The Gazipur district administration has postponed

setting up of boundary pillars along the Turag excluding
the foreshore and undertaken a fresh survey to demar-
cate its land following a report published in The Daily

Star two weeks ago.
"We'll include foreshores with the rivers where it is not

occupied but accept the existing lease of the foreshores

because cancelling those will require record correction,”

said Gazipur DC Kamal Uddin Talukder.
"I agree that foreshore lands have been leased out

although successive authorities should not have doneit,"

he told this correspondent.
Kamal added that following the fresh survey, they want

to set up two boundary lines along the rivers -- one as per
the existing survey excluding the foreshores and the

otherincluding those.
Mahbubul Alam, director (port) of Bangladesh Inland

Water Transport Authority (BIWTA), said the DCs turned
SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

Anxious wait
for help

Uncertainty over repatriation of
several hundred Bangladeshis
who fled Libya

DiPLOMATIC CORRESPONDENT

Uncertainty looms large over the repatriation of several
hundred Bangladeshis who are passing their days under
the open sky at the borders of Egypt and Tunisia after
fleeing trouble-torn Libya.

The International Organisation for Migration (IOM)
has informed the Bangladesh government about its
inability to arrange flights immediately due to shortage
of fund.

Despite efforts from the foreign affairs ministry,
around 721 Bangladeshis are stranded at Al Salloum
border pointin Egypt and Ras Jdir in Tunisia.

"Due to inadequate number of tents, most
Bangladeshis are sleeping under the open sky with lim-
ited sanitation facilities,” said a foreign ministry release
yesterday.

Around 698 Bangladeshis are currently stuck at Al
Salloum, while 23 more await repatriation at Ras Jdir,
added therelease.

Over 1000 Bangladeshis would arrive at Al Salloum
through the Libyan city of Benghazi, the [OM informed a

consular team of the ministry. Thousands of stranded
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
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Influential people continue to encroach on the Turag river in the name of sand trade. The photo taken near the
litema camp on the Turag's bank shows nearly two-thirds of the river have been filled up.

Fatwa doesn't
have any
legal force

2 jurists tell court

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Eminent jurists Rafique-ul
Hug and Dr M Zahir yes-
terday told the Supreme
Court that fatwa (religious
edict) is a kind of opinion
without any legal force.

They said this while
offering expert opinions
as amici curiae (friends of
court) to the Appellate
Division during the hear-
ing of an appeal against a
High Court verdict that
had declared fatwa illegal.

Senior counsel TH
Khan, another amicus
curiae, favoured the
appeal saying fatwa
should not be declared
outright as good or bad.

A six-member
Appellate Division bench,
headed by Chief Justice
ABM Khairul Haque, will
continue hearing the

appeal today.
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think BNP should
respond positively to the
invitation of parliamentary
special committee
on constitutional
amendment?

® Yos o 62.0%)
w Mo mmm (36.0%)
@ No Comments | (2.0%)

TOTAL VOTES : 405

TODAY'SPOLL

Do you support BNP's decision
not to join the talks with the
parliamentary special
- committee on constitutional
amendment?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net

PRAYER TIMING
Azan Jamaat

April 26

Maghrib 6-29 6-34
Esha 800 830

SDUNE:
Islamic Foundation

Shady business with

OMS, VGD rice

3,750 sacks seized in Ctg, Bogra

STAFF CORRESPONDENTS, Ctg, Bogra

Rapid Action Battalion (Rab) seized 3,750
sacks of rice meant for open market sale
(OMS) and wvulnerable group develop-
ment programme from six warehouses in

Chittagong and Bogra yesterday.

In the port city, a team of Rab-7 con-
ducted a drive at the Pahartali rice market
and seized 2,500 sacks of OMS rice from
five warehouses -- Gaffar Traders, Selim
Traders, Lucky Traders, Faruk Traders,

Safa Traders, said Rab.
However, owner of Faruk Traders Md

Faruk showed two memos and claimed
they bought the rice from N Alam Traders
of Tabalchhari in Rangamati. He also
claimed N Alam Traders had bought the
rice through a tender held at Rangamati

Cantonment.
The sacks were seized in presence of the

Executive Magistrate of Chittagong Md
Samsuzzamanwho said the papers are fake.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 2

CORPORAL PUNISHMENT

Sad incident at
reputable school

RAKIB AHAMMED

A student of an English medium school in the capital
stopped attending school since Thursday, when an
administrator hit her and six others with a wooden ruler

for protesting the expulsion of two classmates.
Some of her fellow students and teachers were witness to

the corporal punishment Neera Habib, director (Adminis-

tration) at the Mastermind School, handed down to them.
"I was so shocked. She just came, and hit me and sev-

eral others," said Ayesha (not her real name), a student of
class eight of the renowned school.

Corporal punishment -- both in Bangla and English
medium schools -- continue to take its toll on students
across the country despite a government ban on such

harsh treatment of students.
SEE PAGE 6 COL 5
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Photo shows a bruise on
the arm of the victim of
corporal punishment.
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Govt okays
coal power
company

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

In a bid to generate power
from coal, the government
yesterday approved for-
mation of Coal Power

Generation Company of
Bangladesh Limited under

Power Development

Board.
The approval came at

the weekly cabinet meet-
ing with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the

chair.
Briefing journalists
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4

MAIMING LIMON

Cops get 24
hrs more to
record case

Our CORRESPONDENT,
Barisal

A Jhalakathi court
extended its order on
Sunday night for 24 hours
to lodge a case against six
Rapid Action Battalion
personnel for shooting
and maiming HSC
examinee Limon, whose

leg was amputated.
Magistrate Nusrat

Jahan revised and
extended the deadline of
executing the order con-
sidering distance and

formalities and now the
SEE PAGE 19 COL 4
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