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DESIGNING THE FUTURE

et Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks
~  Ministry of Industries

. Copyright Office, Ministry of Cultural Affairs
Federation of Bangladesh Chambers of Commerce and Industry (FBCCI)
ﬂa Intellectual Property Association of Bangladesh (IPAB)

DPDT- The Leading Role Player in Promoting and
Protecting Industrial Properties in Bangladesh.

Intellectual Property (IP), now-a-days, is an important tool of technological,
economic and social development all around the world. The industrialized
countries of the universe have already realized the fact that how much effective
contribution IP can provide in order to make their business profitable as well as
sustainable. IP is the creation of human mind except which national development
of a country will stand far away from its desired level. Therefore, more and more
emphasize should be given on developing and protecting the IP in order to fulfill
*Vision-2021° of the Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh.

As a member of Least Developed Countries (LDC’s), Bangladesh should focus
on developing IP so that we can get the optimum benefit of our own acquired
resources, heritages, traditional knowledge, folklore, biodiversity, traditional products
even our traditional cultural expressions. From the very beginning, Patents office, the
Trademarks registry and the copyright offices were working separately but from
20.03.2004 the Department of Patents, Designs and Trademarks (DPDT) launched its
journey as an integrated department working on patents, designs and trademarks
under the Ministry of Industries and whereas, the copyright office is working
separately under the Ministry of Cultural Affairs. DPDT 1s granting patents for the
new invention and innovation under the Patents and Designs Act of 1911 and on the
other hand, industrial designs are also protected under the Patents and Designs Act,1
o11.

In addition, DPDT also provides trademarks registration certificate including
service marks under the Trademarks Act of 2009. And copyrights are protected
for original intellectual work of literature, art, music, software etc. under the
Copyrights Act of 2000 (Amended 1n 2003).

Since inception, DPDT is carrying out its function under four wings each
headed by a Deputy Registrar whereas; the Registrar is the departmental head.
The wings of DPDT are as follows:-

i. Patents and Designs wing. ii. Trademarks wing. iii. WTO and International
Affairs wing. iv. Administration and Finance wing

Apart from the above, it has nine section each of which is headed by an
Assistant Registrar. Though the manpower of the department is not sufficient
to carry out the huge tasks of the above four wings, the existing staffs are
trying their best to make 1t a standard one as 1t 1s the sole public organization
in the administration of IP in Bangladesh except copyright.

The present government is determined to achieve its target of building up a
digital Bangladesh within 2021. With a view to fulfill its target, it has given
more emphasize on protection of intellectual property and its proper
utilization. The Government is committed to update the IP related existing
laws, rules, regulations to make these TRIPS (Agreement on Trade-Related
Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights) compliant and with a view to this end,
some remarkable steps have so far been taken by the present government. Like
other IP offices of different countries of the world, the government is devoted
to refurbish the department and hopeful to build up it as a department having
international standard. The policy makers are very much concerned regarding
the fact that in order to encourage innovation and enforcement of IP rights,
Bangladesh needs to develop its own infrastructure and strengthen its financial
and administrative capacities. To make DPDT automated, data capturing is in
progress and this is to be noted that the inception of automation function is
undoubtedly the biggest step of the government to build up a modern IP
administration system in Bangladesh. Moreover, it 1s under process of the
government to establish an integrated national IP office within the very short
period of time. So, we are very much hopeful that with up-gradation of this
office to world-class standard, we shall be in a position to serve our level best
to achieve the goal of finding ourselves among the Mid Level Income group
countries by 2021.
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Message

Design touches every aspect of human creativity. It shapes the things we appreciate from
traditional crafts to consumer electronics; from buildings and bicycles to fashion and furniture.
Design has been called “intelligence made visible".

Design is where form meets function. It determines the look and feel of the products we use each
day - from everyday household items to the latest tablet computers. Design mamies the practical
with the pleasing. It brings style to innovation.

This year's World Intellectual Property Day celebrates the role of design in the market-place, in
society and in shaping the innovations of the future.

Originally referred to as “art in industry”, industrial design provides the means to differentiate
batween mass-produced objects, drawing us to one product rather than another, making one brand
more successful than another. Behind every new design is a desire to break new ground, to
improve and to enhance consumer experience. Good design makes products easier, more
comfortable and safer to use.

With today's Iincreasing emphasis on ecologically sound living, "designing out waste” is now an
aspiration shared by many creators. Sustainable design processes can help lower production costs
and reduce environmental impact. The designs of the future will necessarily be green, and the
intellectual property system will encourage designers to produce them, by helping to protect
original designs against unauthorized copying and imitation.

in international markets, companies need to be able to protect their designs quickly and cost-
effectively in several countries. WIPO's Hague System for the International Registration of
Industrial Designs - which simplifies that process - saw a 30 percent increase in international
applications last year.

On World Intellectual Property Day 2011 WIPO joins governments, organizations, schools and
enterprises around the world in celebrating the designers today, who are designing the future.

Francis Gurry

Protect Your IP Rights

Intellectual
Property
Assoclation
Bangladesh

Use licensed software. Help our software industry.
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