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Minister: survey impact of

mobile phone on economy

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

ICT State Minister Yeafesh Osman
yesterday said he would like an
institution to conduct a survey on
how the mobile phone has
changed the life and economy of
individuals and the country.

Osman spoke as the chief guest
at a seminar, “Information and
Communication Technology:
Towards a Digital Bangladesh”
organised as part of Bangladesh
Social and Economic Forum 2011
at Bangabandhu International
Conference Centre.

“The mobile phone's impact
on people's life is tremendous but
we have never done a survey to
gauge it. [want to engage an insti-
tution to check out how it facili-
tates people's life and economy,”
the minister told The Daily Star.

The ICT state minister
stressed the need for a master
plan to translate the 'Digital
Bangladesh' vision into reality.
According to the ICT policy,
some tasks have been assigned
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to different ministries -- some
are progressing while the rest are
falling behind, he added.

The educational system
should be reformed as a whole,

chnology (ICT):

because the ages-old system has
been destroying the creativity of
students, said Osman.

Bangladesh Computer Samity
President Mostafa Jabbar said
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Yeafesh Osman, state minister for ICT, speaks at a seminar organised by Bangladesh Social and Economic
Forum at Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in Dhaka yesterday.

the ICT policy does not reflect
the government's Digital Bangla-
desh vision as it was formed
before the last national election.
The ICT ministry has targeted a

106-point action-plan while 48
measures would be enough and
the repeats in the plan could be
removed, he added.

“We are working without
coordination,” said Mostafa
Jabbar in his keynote speech. He
said the digitisation would create
problems in the life of villagers
and low-income people, as they
will be divided and helpless.

Dr Ananya Raihan, executive
director of development organi-
sation D.Net, said even if this
government does not come back
to power next time, the future
ruling party must take the digital
vision forward and keep up the
progress achieved.

Dr A Musawwir Chowdhury,
the former BCS executive direc-
tor, chaired the seminar. SM
Nazrul Islam, vice chancellor of
Bangladesh University of Engi-
neering and Technology, also
spoke. The seminar was co-
organised by Bangladesh Eco-
nomic Association and Dhaka
School of Business.

Sir Fazle Hasan
Abed, founder
chairman of BRAC
Bank and chair-
person of BRAC,
inaugurates the
bank's new prem-
ise at Tejgaon in
Dhaka yesterday.
Syed Mahbubur
Rahman, manag-
ing director of the
bank, was also
present.

BRAC BANK

Ctg container handling to go automated

DWAIPAYAN BARUA, Crg

Chittagong Port Authority will introduce
computerised container terminal man-
agement system (CTMS) next month to
streamline its container operations, said
the port's Chairman Commodore M
Anwarul Islam yesterday.

About 92 percent work of the CTMS
project has already been completed and
it could be introduced by end-May, Islam
added at a press meet to celebrate the
port's 124th founding anniversary in
Chittagong today.

He said the port is ready to face the
challenges of handling an additional one
lakh TEUs of containers per year with the
introduction of transit to Bangladesh's
neighbours.

Describing various ongoing projects at
the port, the port chairman said the
much-talked about Tk 229 crore project
agreement for capital dredging in
Karnaphuli River will be signed between
CPA and Malaysian maritime and dredg-
ing company on Thursday.

With CTMS implemented, the port
users especially the importers and
exporters sitting in front of computers
will be able to get information about the

arrival and departure of containers and
vessels, submit documents and receive
and pay bills online.

ST Electronics, Singapore, Navis Amer-
ica and Psion Teklogix are jointly working
on the technology-based project funded
by the Asian Development Bank.

“Once implemented, the project will
boost the capacity of the port as a world-
class portin true sense,” Islam said.

The system will automatically monitor
the entire process of container delivery
including arrival, unloading from ship,
shifting to the yard, stacking, tracking the
particular container and delivery.

Berthing schedules and allocating
berths for the arrival and departure of the
vessels could be automatically fixed in
coordination with the tidal periods
through CTMS, said Khairul Mostafa,
projectdirector of CTMS.

Container handling equipment could
load and unload containers automati-
cally, said Mostafa adding that the con-
tainers could be automatically stacked at
the directed spots in the terminals and
yards through pre-planned direction.

The port users or owners of containers
will be able to pay bills from their offices
online, he said. The gate control and

management system would also be auto-
mated, he added.

CPA chairman said the 'turn around'
time of the vessels in the port will be
reduced through implementation of the
CTMS as the vessels would be berthed in
a planned way and thus the port users
specially the importers would be finan-
cially benefited.

The productivity of the yards also
could be increased, as the containers
would be stacked according to geograph-
icallocation, he said.

The manual interpretation and paper
documentation would be significantly
reduced with the implementation of the
automation system, he hoped. The
capacity and efficiency of the port would
be increased up to 50 percent with CTMS
in place, he said.

One of the officials said around 900
officials and staff of the CPA and terminal
operators have already been trained up
on different modules of the computer-
ised management system.

Chittagong port authority is going to
implement another project, vessel traffic
management information system
(VIMIS), to mordernise the monitoring
of vessel movement.

With the implementation of the
VIMIS, the port authority will be able to
monitor all the vessels moving within
around 20 nautical miles stretching from
Karnaphuli into the Bay.

A port official said piracy in the port
channel and the outer anchorage would
be contained as vessels could be cau-
tioned through the computerised traffic
management system.

Major tasks of the management and op-
eration of the port could be brought under
the automated system by implementing
the two projects, hoped the official.

Md Nazrul Islam, CPA member for
administration and planning; M
Shahjahan, member for harbour and
marine, and senior officials were also
present at the conference.

The history of port can be traced back
to the fourth century BC when ships from
the Middle East and China used it. The
port was popular with the early European
mariners as 'Shetgang' from the ninth
centuryto 15th century.

The port began functioning as a statu-
tory government body on April 25 in 1887
through the formulation of Port Commis-
sioners Act and thus the port operation
began at the presentlocation.

ROBI

Michael Kuehner, seated second from right, chief executive officer of Robi, shakes hands
with Khaled Shams, GEO of Banglalion, after signing a deal to pay the internet provider's
monthly bills through Robi bill payment service, at the mobile operator's head office in
Dhaka yesterday. Bidyut Kumar Basu, chief marketing officer of Robi, was also present.

PHARMASIA
Aktar Hussain, chairman of Rangs Group of Companies, and J Ekram Hossain, managing

director of Pharmasia Ltd, a Sony-Rangs enterprise, attend the launch of Cardotel tablet
in Dhaka on Saturday.
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TRAVEL MART
Selahattin Elmaal, extreme left, sales manager for
Bangladesh of Turkish Airlines, and Kazi Wahidul
Alam, extreme right, editor of Bangladesh Monitor,
present a Dhaka-Los Angeles-Dhaka air ticket to
the winner of a raffle draw that was held on the
concluding day of Dhaka Travel Mart, at a
programme in Dhaka on Saturday.

Steel millers urge govt to
shun PSl and import duty

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The country's steel and re-rolling millers yesterday
urged the government to abolish the pre-shipment
inspection system, solve import duty discrimination
and allow exports of surplus production to help the
industry contribute more to the national economy:.

The pleas came at a meeting between Commerce
Minister Muhammad Faruk Khan and leaders of
Bangladesh Auto Re-Rolling and Steel Mills Associ-
ation at the secretariatin the capital.

The millers urged the government to abolish the
pre-shipment inspection (PSI) system in the
imports of raw materials such as melting scrap and
re-rollable scrap, as they pay duty during imports.

They said value added taxes (VAT) on raw materi-
als, chemical and machinery should be withdrawn
to stop shutting down of country's steel and re-
rolling mills.

“About 100 mills have already been closed down,
as we are forced to pay VAT for chemical used by the
domestic steel mills to produce billet and other
machinery,” said Abul Kashem Majumder, secre-
tary general of the association.

“We are even paying VAT on power and gas con-
sumption,” he said.

The country's existing steel and re-rolling mills
can produce 80 lakh tonnes of steel products annu-
ally, but they are running at 40 percent of the capac-
ity due to power and gas crisis.

The 32-lakh-tonnes steel production is however
enough to meet the annual domestic consumption
of 12 lakh tonnes, said Sheikh Masadul Alam
Masud, president of the association.

“There is a huge market for rods in the seven
states in northern India. If exports are simplified
our steel mills will be able to earn a lot of foreign
currency after meeting domestic demand,” he said.

He said the country's foray into the neighbouring
country is being hamstrung by high export duty and
India's denial to accept Bangladesh's testing report
on MSrods.

“The government should discuss the issue with its
Indian counterpart to export MS products to the seven
Indian states. If we can make a breakthrough, India will
get steel products cheaply, while Bangladesh will be
able to earn about Tk 20,000 crore annually.”

“It will also help bridge the huge trade imbalance
existing between the two countries,” Masud said.

The association urged the minister to withdraw
charges levied by shipping lines, cut demurrage
charges by half and take steps for ensuring faster
delivery of containers from ports.

Local steel and re-rolling mills are financed by
the banks. As a result they are affected by interest
rate swings, as arise in borrowing rate pushesup the
prices of MS products.

Lending rates now range between 18 to 20 per-
cent, after the central bank withdrew the 13 percent
cap oninterestrates.

“Due to high prices, consumers use less MS prod-
ucts than required. So, we are being forced to pro-
duce less while paying high interests,” said Masud.

New vice chairmen for
Mercantile Bank

Morshed Alam

Mohd Selim

STAR BUSINESS DESK
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Alam and Mohd Selim as vice chairmen, the bank
said yesterday.

A sponsor of the bank, Alam is a graduate in busi-
ness studies. He is the founder chairman of Bengal
Group of Industries. He is also the chairman of
National Television Ltd, vice chairman of Desh Gen-
eral Insurance Company Ltd and director of United
Hospitals and National Life Insurance Company Ltd.

He won the national export trophy (silver) for
1997-98 and the same trophy (gold) for 2000-01
and 2006-07.

Selim is the chairman of Synthia Securities Ltd
and director of Global Insurance Ltd and Metropoli-
tan Education Promoters Ltd. He is also a member

of the government body of Metropolitan University.

He is also the vice chairman of Bangladesh
Shop Owners' Association and Lions Club Inter-
national Dhaka.




