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focal point in his paintings and forms
have been diluted there appropriately. In
his use of materials and tints, he fre-
quently goes for the bold and natural.
Most of the paintings at the exhibition
were done between 2001 and 2006. After
2006, Khalid was seriously ill and could
not produce a single painting. From the
beginning of this year he started concen-
trating on painting again. The works have
been mostly done in acrylic; and there are

ings with flowers by Khalid are sometimes
characterised by loose brushstrokes,
simple forms and contrasting colours. He

to experiment with different forms and
enjoys breaking and constructing them in

festival are "Adam Shaheed” and “Ballal
Raja” by Theatre Circle (Munshiganj);
“Mohakalir Bachha” by Bahurupi Natya
Sangstha and "Allahrakha” by Bidrohi
Natya Goshthi (Mymensingh); “Lalon”
by Nagar Natyadal (Tangail); “Shei
Amra” by Boishakhi Natya Goshthi
(Faridpur); “Shohagi Baidanir Ghat” by
Amrita Theatre (Jamalpur) and “Chitta
Binimoy” by Narayanganj Theatre
(Narayanganj).

The plays were written by HK Alamgir

assistant secretary general of BGTF
Akhtaruzzaman were the special guests.

Convener of the festival and presid-
ium member of BGTF Shahadat Hossain
Khan Hilu presided over the event.

Hilu told this correspondent that
such festivals organised at the district
level give town people an opportunity
to enjoy theatre, a very important form
of this art. It is also very helpful to cre-

ate young talents in this field, he con-
cluded.

This month DS Café will have popular singer-
composer Bappa Majumdar takes your calls.
Readers will have the opportunity to con-
verse with him on different issues regarding
music and his personal life. Call 8126155 on
April 29, between 2 and 3pm, to speak to
Bappa Majumdar!!!
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Khalid's solo painting exhibition, titled according to a press release. The play will Philip is doing the light designing, while
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Time: 6:30pm this opulent source and plays with brushstrokes make a textural statement The exhibition will continue till supports him to go forward but Salman's Bangladeshi Association is supporting the

family refuses to let him go to India. Salman  production.

in his works which have not been inten-

colours on canvas. He occasionally likes
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the National Theatre Hall on Saturday eve-
ning. National Professor Kabir Chowdhury is
expected to inaugurate the festival, while Abul
Kalam Azad, Minister for Information and
Cultural Affairs, will be present as chief guest.

French Ambassador to Bangladesh, Char-
ley Causeret, will be present as guest of hon-
our. Ramendu Majumder, ITI Worldwide
president, and Liakat Ali Lucky, director gen-
eral of BSA and chairman of Bangladesh
Group Theatre Federation, will be present as
special guests.

On the opening day, French acrobatic

adaptation of the Samuel Beckett play “Wait-
ing for Godot”. Ataur Rahman has directed
the play.

Natukay Theatre Group will stage “Eit
Marley Patkeltio...", an adaptation of the
Marc Camoletti play “Ding Dong”.

Like previous years, this year the organis-
ers will honour two theatre personalities.
This year Mamunur Rashid and Aly Zaker will
receive the accolades.

On the occasion of the festival, a press
conference was held at Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka on April 19.

has an abiding love for his childhood playmate Parbati, daughter of
his less fortunate neighbour of a lower status. To prevent their growing
attachment, Devdas is sent to Calcutta (now Kolkata) for higher edu-
cation and Parbati is married off to an aged widower.

Devdas returns to the village but is helpless in stopping Parbati's
marriage. Devdas goes back to the city, and drowns his sorrows in
alcohol and the company of a singing girl Chandramukhi who gets
attached to him. To serve and look after him, she even quits her pro-
fession but Devdas' condition deteriorates.

On hearing about his miserable plight, Parbati comes to plead with
him to stop drinking but in vain. Rather than follow her advice, he
promises Parbati that he would come to see her before he dies. His
decline continues in spite of the devoted care and attention paid to

Saigal took pains to learn the meaning of each word of the songs
and absorbed the mood and ambience of the scenes in which they
were to be sung. Sung in a classical style in leisurely fashion, with
pauses, the songs in Saigal's voice evoked unique beauty and
serenity.

Originally, Pankaj Mullick was scheduled to sing these songs but
when he heard the recordings, he felt he could not match the magical
spell created by Saigal's voice. This was Saigal's Bengali debut and the
New Theatres' controllers of production awaited the author
Sharatchandra's approval because they apprehended a negative pub-
lic response to Saigal's imperfect Bengali accent.

When the novelist arrived and heard the recording, he was greatly
pleased and at once gave his approval by pointing out that non-
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home. And Parbati, within the high walls of her home, hears that her
Devdas is dead.

Barua's adaptation of the novel reflected his own tragic view of a life
starved of joy and laughter. His creative passion and technical innova-

tional patterns built through skilful handling of the visuals like con-
veying a sentiment or reaction through halting speech and using the
intervening pauses during a dialogue for a more telling effect than the
spoken word.

Barua was a handsome young man, with aristocratic grace and
charm, and had a deep voice which he used in a low, understated
manner to enrich the content of visuals. Other features which distin-
guished Barua were his tragic and rather solemn intensity, his superb
handling of actors, his instinct for detail and his subtle ways of depict-
ing the characters’ agony and anguish.

For instance, his shooting of the train journey, portraying Devdas'
intense suffering, with sounds from the rail track as the backdrop, was
indeed a marvel in cinematic art. Barua achieved great fame, popular-
ity and adulation usually reserved for the stars.

As the most eminent and successful creator of romantic-tragic

drama, Barua received fabulous offers from Bombay producers to
make "Devdas"-like films for them. He rejected them, saying, "It is not
my field; it is a bazaar."

Barua's Hamlet-like personality and his premature death, like his
Hindi-version-hero KL Saigal, through alcoholism, made him an icon
of cinematic genius. Just before his death, he is reported to have said,
"'Devdas’ was in me even before [ was born, I created it every moment
of my life, much before I put it on the screen, it was no more than a
mirage, a play of light and shade, and sadder still, it ceased to exist
after two hours. Now it's just a myth."

The powerful appeal of the romantic-tragic hero made Devdas a
cult figure. This set the pace for the popularity of the doomed hero on
the Indian screen. The term "Devdas" replaced the old "Majnu", to
symbolise a deeply dejected lover.

not conform to the Indian classical tradition in which there were only
happy endings. In Sanskrit dramas there was no room for tragedy,
since the Hindu mind treated life as a transitional state. But in the
nineteenth century, western influence had its impact on Bengali liter-

trayal saturated with agony and anguish to be a far greater literary
achievement than comedy. The emotional content of the tragedy has a
powerful and enduring impact on the audiences and enlightens them
about the intensity of human feelings and their meaning in life.

Compared with the Bengali version, the Hindi "Devdas", which had
a much larger reach all over the subcontinent, was a superhit. And, of
course, the greatest asset of the film was the golden voice of Saigal,
who was already a celebrity with his recent remarkable success as a
singer-actor in "Chandidas".

Saigal was the first artiste to sing in a relaxed, natural and intimate
style and his songs were essentially dialogue in the musical form.

The camera work was done by Bimal Roy, a genius in his own right.
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Compiled by Correspondent

Hollywood stars Jude Law and Uma
Thurman have been added to Robert De
Niro's jury at the Cannes Film Festival.
Other members of the panel,
announced on Tuesday, include Chinese
film-maker Nansun Shi, Argentine
actress Martina Gusman and Norwegian
author and journalist Linn Ullmann.,
Terence Malick's long-awaited "The
Tree of Life", starring Brad Pitt, is among
films competing for the Palme d'Or.
The festival runs from May 11 to 22.
Other contenders include Pedro
Almodovar's "The Skin I Live In" (La Piel
Que Habito), starring Antonio Banderas,

Trier's "Melancholia”.

The jury is completed by film directors
Johnny To from Hong Kong, Chadian
Mahamat Saleh Haroun and France's
Olivier Assayas.

This year's festival will be opened by
Woody Allen's romantic comedy "Mid-
night in Paris" and will also feature an
out-of-competition screening of "Pirates
of the Caribbean: On Stranger Tides".

Law and Thurman appeared together
in 1997 film "Gattaca".
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