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Several thousand people including school children of Saghata upazila in Gaibandha district yesterday form a three-km-
long human chain on the western bank of the Jamuna River that engulfed a major area in Saghata union. They demanded
immediate measures to protect the bank from the onslaught of the river.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Sylhet

Swindlers decamp with
Tk 1cr of fortune seekers

the firm, signed contract with some ager,wentintohiding.

Officials of a fake firm have gone into
hiding after embezzling about Tk one
crore from 27 young men in the name of
sending them to the UKwith work permit.
After the cheated young men filed a
GD with Sylhet Kotwali police station in
this connection on April 3, a team from
police went to the office of the said firm

but found none.
The firm hired a small office at the

address last year and published advertise-

ments in local newspapers to attract peo-

pleseekingjobabroad, especiallyin UK.
Fuzayel Ahmed Salik, chairman of

"I gave Tk 3 lakh in advance for going to
the UK, but to no effect as yet. Seeing the
office under lock and key and the mobile
phones switched off, I went to company
chairman Fuzayel's village house at
Brahmangram of Kanaighat upazila two
weeks ago. But his familymembers claimed
having no link with Fuzayel for long," said

young men for sending them to the UK

with work permit.
The firm received Tk 2 lakh to 3 lakh

from each of the young men as 'pro-
cessing charge' for sending them to the
UK with work permit and gave money

receipts forit.
As they failed to send anybody to the

‘Fa International' at 10/A Bihanga in UK even three to four months after sign-  KoyesAhmed,acheatedjobseeker.
Noyasarak area of the city two days ago, 76 of the contracts, the people con- Russel Miah and Gias Uddin Ahmed
" cerned asked for return of the 'advance also told similar stories.

Despite repeated attempts during
the last couple of days, this correspon-
dent failed to reach Fuzayel's mobile
phones and nobody received the land
phones of 'FaInternational'.

money'. The firm authorities assured
them of returning the money as soon as
possible but later Fuzayel Ahmed, chair-
man of Fa International, Sabia Zaman,
accounts officer, and Helal Ahmed, man-

Charak Puja
begins today
in Pabna

OuR CORRESPONDENT,
Pabna

The three-day-long tradi-
tional Charak Puja of the
Hindu community will start
with enthusiasm and festiv-
ity at 'Bothor' village in
Chatmoharupazila today.
The festival begins every
year on the 30th of Bangla
month of Chaitra (Chaitra
Sankranti) and ends with the
celebration of Pahela

Baishakh or Bangla NewYear.
According to Hindu

myth, God Mohadeb once
came under the 'Charak’
tree to convey the massage
of freedom of the Hindu

community.
Since then the Hindus

started to perform Charak
Puja.

During the festival, the
mythological tree is kept at
the centre of the traditional
puja.

Once the lower caste
Hindus used to perform the
puja but now the whole
community celebratesit.

During the puja, devo-
tees pour milk and sugar on
Charak tree root and place
wreath in a bid to satisfy the

god.
Hindus from different

areas of the country and
abroad visit the village to

join the festival every year.
Organisers said, several

thousand devotees from Sri
Lanka, Myanmar and India
attend the festival every
since 1947. They also join the
traditional carnival organ-

ised by Bothor Shib Mondir.
Convener of Charak

Festival Celebration
Committee Ashok
Chakrabarti and secretary
Kinkor Saha yesterday urged
people to celebrate the
festival peacefully.
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3-day colourful Boisabi
festival starts in CHT

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Rangamati

The Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT) region is
pulsating with life as the indigenous people
of Rangamati, Bandarban and Khagrachhari
hill districts started their three-day-long
'Boisabi’ festival yesterday.

The festival is celebrated for three days --
last two days of the old year and the first day
of Bangla New Year -- with the hope to shed
the sorrows of the past year and welcome the
newyear.

Different indigenous communities call
the festival in different names -- the Tripura
people call it Boisuk, the Marmas call it
Sangrai and the Chakmas call it Bijhu.

And so, it is commonly known as Boisabi,
comprising abbreviated forms of the differ-
ent names.

Traditionally a cultural and religious
festival of the indigenous people, it is now
enjoyed by the Bangalees as well.

In Rangamati, the first day of the festi-

val is called 'Phulbijhu’, the second day is
'Mulbijhu' and third day or first day of the
Bangla New Year is called 'Gojya Pojya
Din'.

On the first day of the festival yesterday;,
people floated flowers on river or spring
water and took bath, seeking divine blessing

for peace and prosperity.
A cultural function was arranged at

Gorjantaliin Rangamati.
The indigenous people gifted cloths to

the elderly people and entertained guests

with homemade delicacies.
During the main festival 'Mulbijhu' on

the second day today, the indigenous people
will entertain guests with pachan, a popular
mixed vegetable curry. Groups of people also
like to enjoy drinking locally prepared

liquorslike do-choani, hanji and jaghora.
On the first day of the Bangla New Year

tomorrow, indigenous people will relax at
their homes and perform religious function
attemples.
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Indigenous people float flowers in Kaptai Lake in Rangamati during 'Fulbijhu’ yesterday,
the first day of the three-day traditional festival of indigenous communities across
Rangamati, Khagrachhari and Bandarban hill districts.
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