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Concerted etforts a must for regional food security

PM tells Saarc Seed Congress and Exhibition inaugural ceremony

UNB, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
yesterday called for concerted
efforts to tackle the challenges in
the agriculture field in South
Asianregion.

The prime minister made the
call when she was addressing as
the chief guest the inaugural
ceremony of a three-day Saarc
Seed Congress and Exhibition
2011 at the city's Bangabandhu
International Conference
Centre.

Agriculture scientists, repre-
sentatives of various national
and international research insti-
tutions and high government
officials from the Saarc member
countries are participating in the
congress and exhibition which
will continue till April 12.

The slogan of the Saarc con-
gressis''Goodseed, good crop''.

“As it is not possible for one
single country to face all the
agricultural challenges, 1 had

proposed to establish Saarc Seed
Bank at the last Saarc Summit,”
she said.

Hasina said if the Seed Bank is
established, the member coun-
tries would be able to exchange
quality seeds easily which will
ultimately increase food pro-
duction in the region.

“Balance will also come in
the laws on seeds in the coun-
tries which will make exchange
of seeds and germ plasm much
easier,” she added.

Hasina hoped that the pro-
posed Seed Bank would be
established soon and will make
significant contribution to
attain regional food security.

She said Bangladesh has to
attain food security as it is not
possible to remove food crisis
only through importing.

She laid emphasis on using
hybrid seeds, modern technol-
ogy and effective strategy to
attain food security for all.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday visits different stalls at
Saarc Seed Congress and Exhibition at the city's Bangabandhu
International Conference Centre.

“At the same time we have to
be highly careful so that our
environment and ecology are
not harmed by any means,” she
cautioned.

The prime minister further
asked the scientists to invent
such crop varieties that will
achieve maximum production
on limited land.

She said when Bangladesh
attained independence in 1971
its population was some seven
and half crore while population
has become more than double
NOW.

“But agricultural lands had
decreased gradually. So we have
to produce maximum crops at
limited lands,” she asserted.

She said every year some 1

> lakh hectors land is being out of

agriculture sector due to indus-
trialisation, housing and river
erosion.

The prime minister asked all

authorities concerned to keep in
mind the interests of all mar-

ginal farmers so that no modern
technology becomes threat to
their livelihoods.

“We have to keep it in mind
that most of our farmers are
small and marginal,” she said.

Referring to local varieties of
rice, Hasina said many of the
local varieties are now almost
abolished just because these are
not highly productive.

“But we have to invent the
methods how to turn these local
varieties into hybrid,” she said.

At the same time, gene of the
local crop varieties have to be
preserved so that these do not
getvanished, she said.

“It has to be ensured that the
intellectual property of the
crops does not go to others'
hand,” she said.

The PM also issued strong
warning against cheating the
farmers with low quality seeds.

“Due to modern technology,
the control of seeds does not

remain in the hands of farmers,
rather they have to depend on
the seeds produced by various
companies. In many cases, the
farmers have to suffer alot,” she
said.

Agriculture Minister Begum
Matia Chowdhury, Foreign
Minister Dr Dipu Moni,
Regional Business Line Leader
of IFC, South Asia William Trant
Beloe, Joint Director, Research
of Indian Agriculture Institute
and member of Saarc Seed
Forum Dr Malavika Dadlani,
convenor of Bangladesh Seed
Association Mahbub Anam also
spoke at the function.

Director General of Seed wing
of Agriculture Ministry Anwar
Faruque presented keynote
paper at the function presided
over by Secretary to the
Agriculture Ministry C Q K
Mustak Ahmed.

The Prime Minister later vis-
ited the stalls of the exhibition.

Human rights at alarming

Piles, Constipation, Dysentery, Cancer

To know about most modern
treatment of diseases
involving Colon, Rectum
and Anus like, Piles
(bleeding in toilet), Longo
operation  (Piles  opn.
without cutting anus), Cause
of failure of operation
around anus, pain after

passing stool (Fissure), Swelling, Discharge around anus (Fistula),
Constipation, Chronic dysentery (IBS), Blood dysentery (Ulcerative
colitis), Colonoscopy, excess gas in stomach, Bowel (Colon &
Rectum) Cancer, most modern stapling rectum cancer

operation without artificial stool collecting bag (Colostomy), Childrens
bleeding in toilet (Polyp), you may read the book written by :
Pioneer Colorectal Surgeon of Bangladesh & the Sub-Continent

Prof. Dr. AKM Fazlul Haque
International Scholar (USA) ; Fellow, Colorectal Surgery (Singapore)
Founder Chairman (Retd.), Dept. of Colorectal Surgery
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib Medical University, Dhaka

JAPAN-BANGLADESH FRIENDSHIP HOSPITAL

55, Satmasjid Road, (Zigatola Bus Station),Dhanmondi
Mob: 01715-087661, 0172-6703116
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state, says Fakhrul

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

BNP's acting secretary general Mirza
Fakhrul Islam yesterday said the country's
human rights is at an alarming state and it is
deteriorating day by day due to “undemo-
cratic attitude” of the ruling Awami League
government.

He told reporters after placing floral
wreath at the grave of the party founder late
president Ziaur Rahman at Sher-e-Bangla
Nagar in the city.

Senior BNP leaders, including Moudud
Ahmed, MK Anwar, Nazrul Islam Khan,
Rafiqul Islam Mia, Mirza Abbas, among
others, were present. Hundreds of leaders
and workers were also accompanied Fakhrul

during the event.
The BNP standing committee on

Wednesday night nominated Fakhrul as
acting secretary general of the party as the
post was vacant due to the death of

Khandaker Delwar Hossain.
Referring to the human rights report

released by US State Department on Friday,
which expressed deep concern over extra-
judicial killings in Bangladesh, the BNP
leader said the report proved that their con-
cernisvalid.

He said now restoration of democracyis a
great challenge for them as the government

destroyed everything through politicisation.
Standing committee member Moudud

Ahmed said the way of “ousting” Khaleda Zia
from her house and “harassment” of Nobel
laureate Prof Muhammad Yunus proved that
the human rights situation is really worrying
and under threat.
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Smart Homes
with Designer Interiors
6,000 Sft @ Baridhara

Experience life
atthe top.

A Bay

The Art of Life
0173 002 0488, 0173 002 0499

F xclusive Apartment
at

Banani & Bashundhara

(1300 to 1950sft.)
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House # 19, Rd. # 49, Gulshan, Dhaka

Phone : 8834094, 8834114, 8834203, 8814551
8824254, 8825150, 8833832, 9891305, 9892825

Mobile : +88- 01926666105, 01926666102
01926666103, 01926666100, 01926666104

E-mail : info@geneticlimited.com
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Web : www.geneticlimited.com
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E-mail : info@butterfly-Ig.com, Website : www.butterfly-lgnet Committed to Care




