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AS IF THE AUSSIES AREN'T ENOUGH: BCB XI batsman Rokibul Hasan had enough on his
plate keeping the touring Australians at bay, without having to worry about shooing
away stray dogs as he is seen doing here during his innings in the warm-up match at
Fatullah yesterday.

IPL BEGINS TODAY

Chennai v Kolkata opener

INTERNET, Chennai

It will be a classic case of
'friends turning into
foes' when Mahendra
Singh Dhoni's Chennai
Super Kings (CSK) clash
with Gautam Gambhir
led Kolkata Knight Riders (KKR) in the open-
ing match of the IPL on Friday, less than a
week after the duo guided India to their

historicWorld Cup triumph in Mumbai.
As the cash-rich Twenty20 cricketing

extravaganza gets underway at the MA
Chidambaram Stadium, it will be the begin-
ning of new era sans Lalit Modi, who was the
face of the event during the first three edi-

tions.
Also this will be the first time that the

league will feature 10 teams with the inclu-
sion of Pune Warriors and Kochi Tuskers

Kerala.
It will be there for all to see how the BCCI

organises an event where Modi used to have
a final say in every aspect. The former IPL
commissioner and vice-president of BCCI
has since then been suspended and now has
taken refuge in London after the cricket
board pressed numerous charges of corrup-
tion against him.

After a hugely successful Players' Auction
which saw some of the young Indian players

commanding astronomical prices, the
Chirayu Amin-led IPL governing council will
now look to capitalise on India's World Cup
triumph which has definitely upped the

stakes by manifold.
Coming back to tournament, defending

champions CSK will certainly start as the
overwhelming favourites against a team that
hasn't been able to cash in on its enormous
fan following across India, thanks to its

principal owner Shah Rukh Khan.
After having failed to make it to the semi-

finals during the last three editions, the KKR
management led by SRK and co-owner Jay
Mehta have gone for a revamped side with
Gautam Gambhir at the helm and T20 spe-
cialist Yusuf Pathan as one of the marquee

players.
With Kolkata's favourite son Sourav

Ganguly no longer a part of the team, it will
be a big challenge for Gambhir and his boys
to start winning and get the cricket crazy

Kolkatans rooting for them.
The bigger challenge will be to get past

CSK who have inarguably been the most
consistent team during the last three edi-
tions with one championship, one runners-
up and a last four finish. The biggest strength
for CSK has been their ability to retain the
most of their core players save Muttiah
Muralidaran who will don the Kochi jersey.

Another Barca
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also causing problems for

themselves. A careless back
pass from Mykola
[shchenko allowed in Messi,
whose finishing for once let
him down and his
attempted lob was caught
by the keeper.

Easy win for

Wozniacki
lg aTennis

AFP, Charleston

Barca did double the lead
when Alves timed his run to
perfection to keep on side
and collect an Iniesta pass
before finishing in an empty
net.

After the break Shakhtar
were rueing their misfor-
tune when a Pique shot
from a corner went in after
striking Rakitskiy and
wrong footing the keeper.

Rakitskiy made amends
at the other end by flicking a
free-kick passed keeper
Victor Valdes but any hope
of a comeback was short-
lived. From the restart Barca
attacked and Messi found
Keita in oceans of space and
he powered a shot into the
roof of the net from the edge
ofthe area.

There was to be no joy for
Adriano as he hit the inside
of the post for Shakhtar and
then in the final minutes
Xavi was left unmarked to
convert a Dani Alves cross
and put Barca on the verge
of the semifinals.

boost.

World number one Caroline Wozniacki cruised into the third
round of the Charleston WTA onWednesday, as she fought to
banish memories oflast year's injury disappointment.

"I'm feeling good on clay, so it's exciting. It's always excit-
ing to start here," top-seed Wozniacki said after dispatching

American qualifier Irina Falconi6-1, 6-1.
At last year's tournament Wozniacki was forced to retire

during her semi-final match against Russia's Vera Zvonareva

when she hurt her ankle sliding on the green clay court.
"You think about it sometimes, a little bit sometimes,

especially when you go after drop shots," she said.
"But on the other hand, this is a tournament that I've

always enjoyed playing and center court is so cozy."
Wozniacki, winner of titles this year in Dubai and Indian

Wells, encountered little resistance from the 128th-ranked
Falconi, who had never before faced a number one player.
The Dane took a 5-0 lead, and won the last six games to

win the match.
"She was playing good, but I felt like I could put that extra

step into the ball," Wozniacki, 20, said. "I made the winners

attherightchances.”
Wozniackiis one of three top-10 players in the field.
World number five Samantha Stosur, the defending cham-

pion and second seed, defeated Austrian Patricia Mayr-

Achleitner6-1, 6-2.
Stosur said her status as defending champion gave her a

"I think it definitely, maybe, lifts your shoulders up a little

bitand puts a smile on your face," she said.
World number eight Jelena Jankovic, the third seed and

winner here in 2007, also advanced, beating Austrian Tamira
Paszek 6-2, 6-3.

Independence
Day Cup from
April 10

SPORTS REPORTER

The club representatives of
the professional football
league decided to take part
in the Independence Day
Cup as the Bangladesh
Football Federation prom-
ised to give them monetary
benefit along with their due
payments by the middle of
next month.

“The meeting was on the
development of football. We
talked on how to work
together and how to make
the game regular. We shared
each other's problems and
discussed how to solve
those,” BFF president Kazi
Salahuddin told reporters
after the meeting.

Initially there was no
schedule for the Indepen-
dence Day Cup tournament
in this year's BFF calendar
and most of the clubs
refused to take part in the
tournament citing the ongo-
ing Bangladesh League as
they have been struggling to
pay their foreign recruits
because of the lengthy
league, which remained
halted for one month due to
the mid-term players' trans-
ferwindow.

The BFF president also
declared that they would
hold the Independence Day
Cup on a regular basis along
with season's curtain-raiser
Federation Cup, Bangladesh
League and Super Cup,
which was held only once
afteritsintroductionin 2009.

“The president has prom-
ised us to pay half of the
participation money of the
ongoing league and Tk 2 lakh
each for the 12 teams by May
15 and clear all other dues
before the completion of the
Bangladesh League,” said
Brothers Union football
manager Amer Khan adding
that they would now be
preparing for the tourna-
ment, starting from April 10
at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium.

Meanwhile the Inde-
pendence Day football
tournament was last held in
2005. Amer however alleged
that there was a lack of co-
ordination between the
clubs and the Bangladesh
League committee, which
takes decisions unilaterally.

Sadafin
for Aizaz

AFP, Karachi

Pakistan's cricket selectors
were on Thursday overruled
by a medical panel that
declared fast bowler Aizaz
Cheema unfit after he was
included in the squad for the

upcoming West Indies tour.
The 31-year-old Cheema

was among the 16-man
squad announced Wednes-
day for one Twenty20 inter-
national and five one-day
matches on Pakistan's tour
to the Caribbean starting

later this month.
But only a day later, the

Pakistan Cricket Board
(PCB) said its medical panel

had ruled Cheema unfit.
"Cheema who was

included in the T20 and ODI
squad has been declared
unfit by doctors and is being
replaced by Sadaf Hussain,"
the PCB said, without detail-
ing the extent of Cheema's
injury.

Pace 1n poor
FROM PAGE 16

Alauddin Babu and Abul
Hasan Raju could have been
blooded but someone like
Mahbubul regularly gets
picked for these side games,
though he was irregular in
this season's Premier
League and has taken just 11
wickets from five first-class

games.
Pace bowlers are rare in

Bangladesh but since the
emergence of Mashrafe and
the ensuing pacer hunts till a
few years ago, youngsters
have taken up bowling
quick. But the ones on show
at the Fatullah Cricket
Stadium probably represent
the actual state of pace bowl-
ing in the country, and it
doesn'tlook too good.

Politics a distraction
for players: Bayliss

Cricket

AFP, Colombo

from skipper Kumar Sangakkara, his deputy Mahela
Jayawardene and a three-member selection committee led

by former batting star Aravinda de Silva.

Sri Lanka's outgoing coach Trevor Bayliss on Thursday said
the country needed a strong and stable cricket administra-
tion to allow players to focus only on the game and not be

distracted by politics.

"On the field, we've done pretty well
for past 18 months," Bayliss said in an
interview with AFP. "Getting to the
World Cup final itself is an achieve-

ment, though we lost (to India)."
But off the field, Australian-born

Bayliss said, Sri Lanka could improve
the way the game was being run in the
country.

"Good teams like Australia usually
have got strong or good management
backing the team up. That's an area we

canimprove here."
Sri Lanka Cricket has been run by an

interim committee appointed by the
sports minister since 2005. The minis-
ter picks the selectors, who also keep
changing.

"I am constantly amazed how well

the players do (on the field), with all the distractions put in
front of them. It seems to be the sub-continent way. That's a

skill initself," said Bayliss, 48.

Bayliss brought the curtains down on his four-year stint
after the World Cup defeat in Mumbai last week. His tenure
also saw the team make it to the World Twenty20 final and

climb to number three in both one-dayand Test rankings.
The World Cup defeat was also followed by resignations

with distractions," he said.

Bayliss said the resignations of Sangakkara and
Jayawardene were regrettable.

"I think it's a shame. They are the best two guys to take Sri
Lanka forward. They probably had enough of putting up

"These days the role of a captain has

TREVOR BAYLISS

to deal with issues that sometimes have
got nothing to do with cricket. They
have done a great service to Sri Lanka.
Guess, they deserve abreak."

Bayliss picked young all-rounder
Angelo Mathews as a future skipper.

"I think 23-year-old Mathews could
be a future captain of Sri Lanka. Maybe
a couple of years for him at the interna-
tional level would do well to get some
confidence first, before adding on the
responsibility as captain,” he said."

Bayliss was not sure if he could look
back at his stint with total satisfaction as
he did not achieve his goal of taking the
team to their second World Cup triumph.

Sri Lanka won their only World Cup
in 1996 under coach Dav Whatmore, a

former Australian player.

"Have I achieved everything? Idon't know," said Bayliss.
"Cricket is a learning process. In my journey;, cricket con-

tinues to be alearning experience.”

interim basis.

Bayliss joins New South Wales as a coach, a position he

held before taking up the job in Sri Lanka.
Former Australian batsman Stuart Law, an assistant to

Bayliss, has been promoted as the chief coach on an

Samuels recalled for T20

VY Cricket

CricInrFo

West Indies have announced a new-look
squad for their one-off Twenty20 interna-
tional against Pakistan in St Lucia on April
21, featuring four new caps and recalls for
Lendl Simmons and Marlon Samuels, who is
once again eligible for selection after serving

a two-year ban for his alleged involvement

with illegal bookmakers.
The match will be West Indies' first since

Pakistan eliminated them at the quarterfinal
stage of the World Cup, and true to the inten-
tions of their coach, Ottis Gibson, the team is
the first step towards a new era for Carib-
bean cricket, as it features few of the elder
statesmen who were sent packing from the
tournament with a humiliating ten-wicket

defeatin Dhaka.
Though Chris Gayle, Dwayne Bravo and

Kieron Pollard are not eligible for selection
because they did not play in the Caribbean
T20 earlier this year, there is no place either
for Shivnarine Chanderpaul, Ramnaresh
Sarwan or Sulieman Benn. Darren Sammy
retains his place as captain, with Devendra
Bishoo and Andre Russell, two young players
who made good impressions at the World

Cup, both included.
The uncapped inclusions are Danza

Hyatt, a powerful Jamaican right-hander;
Christopher Barnwell, an all-rounder from
Guyana; Ashley Nurse, an off-spinner from
Barbados, and left-arm seamer Krishmar
Santokie, also from Jamaica. Simmons, the
nephew of the Ireland coach, Phil, is back in
the squad for the first time since the tour of

Australiain 2010.
Clyde Butts, the chairman of selectors,

said: "The squad includes players who have
performed well in the Caribbean T20. We are

looking to expose players as he build
towards the next ICCWorld T20 Tournament
next year. Samuels and Simmons have both
played at this level before and performed
consistently in the Caribbean T20. We
believe they will be key members of this

team.
"Hyatt, Santokie and Nurse played in the

West Indies A Team against Pakistan A and
they did well. We have decided to give them
the opportunity in the senior West Indies
team and we believe they will make the
transition to the higher level. Barnwell also
did well in the Caribbean T20 and he also
had exposure for Guyana in the Champions
League last year. He is a lively and enthusias-

tic cricketer and we expect good things from
him as well.

"Hyatt is a hard-hitting batsman who has
demonstrated his ability to be a match-
winner when he played against Pakistan A.
Santokie has been exceptional in the Carib-
bean T20 using the new ball for Jamaica.
Nurse is a clever bowler, a hard worker and
has the ability to make vital runs in the lower
orderaswell."

Samuels last played for West Indies in
April 2008 before his career ran into a road-
block after he received a two-year ban from
official cricket for links with an Indian book-
maker. Having served the ban, Samuels was
offered a place in the West Indies World Cup
squad, but declined it on the grounds that he
was "not 100% ready” for one-day cricket.
This time, however, he was pleased to be
selected.

SQUAD

Darren Sammy (captain), Christopher
Barnwell, Devendra Bishoo, Darren Bravo,
Andre Fletcher, Danza Hyatt, Ashley Nurse,
Ravi Rampaul, Kemar Roach, Andre Russell,
Marlon Samuels, Krishmar Santokie, Lendl
Simmons.

Myanmar
emerge
champs

SPORTS REPORTER

Myanmar emerged champi-
ons in the team event of the
Runner Group Bangladesh
Amateur Golf
Championship at Kurmitola
Golf Course in Cantonment
yesterday.

Myanmar, comprising
Yan Myo Aye and Maung
Maung Oo finished top with
a gross score of 290 as
Maung played a superb
three under par 69 and Yan
played two over par 74 on
the day after both were lead-
ing the opening day scores.

Hosts Bangladesh Aand B
along with India and
Pakistan finished joint sec-
ond with same scores but
Pakistan were declared
runners-up after evaluating
the back count tie-breaking

system, said a press release.
In the individual event,

Indian Kahlin Joshi led the
table after playing two under
par 69 in the second round
with aggregate two-day
scores of 139.

He was followed by Yan
Myo Aye, who scored one
under par 71 to have two-
dayscore of 143.

Local boys Dulal Hossain
and Sajib Ali were jointly
holding the third place with

level par scores of 144 each.
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Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: | HAVEN'T READ VERY

MUCH ABOUT PSYCHOLOGICAL CONDITIONING,
BUT THE NAME PAVLOV RINGS A BELL.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: O equals L



