he whole of Bangladesh will be looking to the opening pair of Imrul Kayes (L) and

amim Igbal, seen here in practice at the GP-BCB National Academy Ground
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esterday, for a good start in their crucial tie against South Africa today.

Graeme Smith believes the South Africa team

have become accustomed to sub-continental

~4&  teams and conditions as they face the Tigers at

ccaricketworldcup the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur
2011 today.

The Proteas arrived in town the day after their win over
Ireland last Tuesday but chose to train only yesterday, on the
eve of their final group game in the World Cup.

But it was clear that they had come to this leg of the tour-

nament having done their homework on the opponents who
vere denied an easier entry into the last eight by the loss of
Nest Indies at the hands of England on Thursday night.
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Match

Bangladesh v South Africa
Australia v Pakistan

Time
9:30am
3:00pm

"We've had a good look at Bangladesh. They've averaged
40-42 overs of spin in a game so we expect to face alot of spin
tomorrow (Saturday). They also have seven left-handers in
their team so we'd also look at that and see how we can bene-
fit," said Smith during the official press conference.

Smith, who began his time as captain of South Africa in
this country eight years ago, was well aware of the occasion it
is promising to be for the hosts, a place in the quarterfinal
beckoning through a win over the visitors.

"Obviously it's a big game for Bangladesh; they need to
win the game. So we expect them to be very motivated and
also avery passionate crowd tomorrow (Saturday).

"But also they are a team that will be under pressure. If we
can get our basics right, play well for long periods and force
them to do things that they don't want to do. That'll be the

positive for us and hopefully we can do that," he said.

Bangladesh's only win over South Africa has been during
the last World Cup's Super Eights phase when the Proteas
went down by 67 runs in Guyana. But Smith made it quite
clear that alot of water has passed under that bridge.

"We don't come into this game with any added emotion.
There's no talk of revenge. Four yearsis along time and we've
played against Bangladesh a fair bit.

"Tomorrow's going to be another one-off occasion for us.
Itis an important game for Bangladesh, we are just excited to
be a part of that and want to play well," said the left-handed
opener, who also informed that he has the full complement

of 15 players to pick the eleven from.
If Bangladesh beat South Africa, they will move to eight

points and West Indies will also finish on eight if they beat
India. With three teams level on points and number of wins,
the net run rate will decide the standings. West Indies and

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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Shakib relaxed

BisHwajIT Roy

The general populace might have plenty of

questions regarding Bangladesh's batting

prior to their crucial

Group B match against

formidable South Africa

today but Bangladesh captain

Shakib Al Hasan was as satisfied as he could

be with his team's performance in the ICC

Cricket World Cup and was upbeat ahead of

the tough battle at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur today.

The youngest captain in the tournament
was in a carefree mood while talking with the
reporters at the pre-match press
conference following training at
Mirpur yesterday.

“We have been playing good
cricket throughout the tourna-
ment though many have raised
question about our batting. At
least three times we scored more
than our opponents and that's
why we won these matches,” said Shakib
when asked about his side's poor batting
display in the tournament.

“I believe we have a good chance to win
tomorrow's match if we can stick to our plan.
Everybody is confident after back-to-back
wins against England and Netherlands. It's
possible to qualify into the quarterfinals if
we can play our best cricket,” added Shakib,
who is also satisfied with his own perfor-

BANGLADESH-SOUTH AFRICA ENCOUNTERS

Matches Bangladesh won South Africa won
13 1 12

Andre Nel took the only five-wicket haul.
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—

e
N L "
" ety

o

2011

mance in the tournament.

The Bangladesh skipper also said that the
team spirit was hardly dented by the West
Indies defeat against England, which threw
Bangladesh into a must win situation
against favourite South Africa, against
whom they had won the second round game
in 2007 World Cup in Guyana.

“Yes, it could have been an easy for us if
West Indies won their match against
England and now the task is a little bit diffi-
cult for us. But everything is now in our
hands. We can win the match to qualify into
the quarterfinals. After the dismissal of Chris
Gayle I watched a Hindi movie,” said a confi-
dent Shakib.

“Without any doubt South
Africa is a better team than us but
we are confident because it would
not be an easy task for any team in
the world to beat us at our own
conditions. Except the first game it
was not so easy to bat on this
wicket and you know our spinners
have been doing well and we are hopeful
they will play a vital role also in the match,”
opined Shakib.

Bangladesh skipper also rubbished the
notion that Tamim Igbal and he must take
the responsibility if his side wanted to win
the big match.

“I don't think so, rather I believe that
everybody should contribute if we want to
win the match,” said Shakib.

He however praised the South African
bowling attack highly. “We must be careful
against both spin and pace bowlers. South
Africa has a very good bowling attack and as
well their batting line-up is also strong. So
we must put a good total on the board if we
bat first and on the other hand we must bowl

SEE PAGE 17 COL 5
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South Africa captain Graeme Smith (R) and his opening partner Hashim Amla limber up at the Sher-e-Bangla
National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday for their last group match against Bangladesh today.
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