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Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib, the Bengali nation and Bangladesh are laced together; it is almost
impossible to separate the one from the other. History tells us, the idea of Bengali nation is rooted in
its language. The heritage of Bengali nation dates back to thousands of years. The early people who
inhabited the land were known as “Bong”. The other settlers were known as Gaura, Raar, Pundra,
Summa, Tamro-lipto, Samatat etc. The Bong eventually overpowered other settlers and took control of
the region. The Bong culture evolved into what today is known as ‘Bongal’, rather Bangladesh, and its
language ‘Bongal’ became the basis for Bangla language.

The fertile land of Bangladesh lured foreigners and made the country vulnerable to repeated foreign
invasion. Let me cite some examples. During the ninth and tenth centuries, the Senas were in power.
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The alliance came out triumphant in the election of ﬁ'”f W

(Contd. on page 24)

Bangabandhu had been a student of Gopalganj town Mission school
from 1937 to 1942, He had his matriculation from this school in 1942,

Bﬂl’lgabaﬂdhu and the During this period he had been living with his father Sheikh Lutfor

Rahman at their house in Gopalgan) town.

There was a large open field in front of the house. There was a
goverment owned pond at the west side. The pond is still there. The
mango tree that lies at the South-East corner of the pond i1s an aged

Historic Mango Tree

Bi[] radas Barua one. In his childhood Bangabandhu used to have political and other

discourse with his friends under this mango tree. Sometimes he would
practice speaking there alone as if there was a big public gathering in front of him. Indeed, the mango tree was his
private and solitary stage for practicing speech in his early life. Gopalganj town was, in fact, a nature's kingdom then.

There were huge forests and trees here and there. Bushes and hedges were also
there. Bangabandhu was then nearly 17 years old. He was a tall, shhm and
handsome youth. With glasses on his eyes, he looked very intelligent and
attractive. His clothes, behavior, gesture and movement made him special. At this
age he became the undisputed leader of all. He used to wear punjabi and trousers
at that time.

He had to wear glasses because of beriberi disease. The effect of the discase
created glaucoma in his eyes. He had to put on glasses always after the glaucoma
operation. The glasses were brought from Kolkata. Beriberi was a serious discase . "Fm
at that time. The discase could even destroy lives if it was neglected. T L

Mohammad Saidur Rahman of village Paikkandi under Gopalgonj district who
was four month junior to Bmgahandhu, wrote an 80-page biography titled "the
childhood, adolescence and other issues about Bangabandhu." book was “ ' .
published at the Ekushey Fair in 1996. It depicts some interesting events. Mr.
Saidur hed  signboard aliached to this mango tree. Sl AiEHBEe Faadi & \ ‘,

There lies the Stage ’

At the foot of the mango tree '*’*.
Where Bangabandhu delivered his ‘
Early life speeches.

Courtesy: Alhaj Saidur Rahman (Chand Mia)
Advncale Gupalgan] .
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b ¥ i';_. village Tungipara of the then Gopalganj sub-division under Faridpur district on
y - \ 17 March 1920. His father’s name is Sheikh Lutfor Rahman, mother’s name
Shahera Khatun. They had two daughters before Sheikh Mujib was born. They

! were longing for a male child.

-WT YaY attracted the people around him. Khoka was very kind in nature. His mind was
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risk their lives for serving the distressed
humanity. They always tried to relieve their
sorrows and suffering. Our Father of the
nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the greatest Bangali in the thousand
years, is one of those universally accepted greatest personalities. He has been a dedicated soul throughout his life for
the welfare of the humanity.

Shahjahan Kibria

The liberator of the people of Bangladesh, Father of the nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman was born in a respectable middle class family in the

The nickname of Sheikh Mujib was Khoka. Though apparently he looked alike
other boys, he was gifted with some special values in his character which

very soft. He could not bear sorrows and pains of the people. He used to
distribute rice and food among the destitute secretly. Whenever he faced any
confrontation in such of his activities, Khoka would say we have food to eat, why
do they not have any? This original question of Khoka also came across the mind
of great people. Khoka asked his mother - mum, why are some people poor? The
mother replied, the poverty is a creation of Allah. He says, but they always
meditate in the name of Allah and realise salat regularly. But, most of the rich
people do not realise salat. The mother fails to give reply to these words.

Ahr, One day teenaged Mujib saw, an old man was shivering in cold. He had no
warm clothes on his body. Mujib took off his shawl and wrapped body of the old
man with it. An event of a different day- Mujib returned home from school
drenched in rains. His grandmother asked, Khoka where is your umbrella? Mujib
replied, I gave it to a friend who did not have any. His house 1s far away. If he is
exposed to rains for a longer time he might catch fever. While a student of Class -
IX at Gopalganj Mission High School, Mujib on his way back home from the
school took off his shirt and gave it to a boy who did not have shirt, and returned
home by wrapping his plain shawl.

Famine had once broken out in Tungipara as a result of scanty agricultural
production caused by the natural calamity. Many people had to pass their life half-
fed or without having any meals. Mujib in the absence of his father distributed the
rice of their granary among the destitute. The childhood of Mujib had be;e
marked with many examples of such humanitarian events. With the passage‘of
time the child Mujib began to grow with the strong sense of protest aga
injustice. In order to protest against the injustice he got himself i involved in
various social activities. He was Secretary to the analgan] Muslim Service
Association during his student life. The students under his ,j_lg_:adershlp &ﬁllactcd
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alms for helping the poverty stricken students.

Once while the Chief Minister of the undivided Bengal Sher-e-Bangla A. K. Fazlul Huq and Hossain Shahid
Suhrawardi came to visit Gopalganj missionary school, Mujib placed to them various demands of the students. Once
Mujib was arrested on the basis of a false case. He was put into prison for seven days. He was only 18 years old tha:
time. This is the first time that Mujib had Ex?enenced the life in a prison. Though the jail term for him was for §
days only, it is the prison where a new vista of political consciousness had dawned inhim.
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