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Counter terrorism
bureau on cards

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government has planned to set up counter terrorism
bureau of police and appoint an inspector at each police
station for investigating cases, Home Minister Sahara
Khatun said yesterday.

In response to lawmakers' queries, the home minister
was speaking in parliament about the government's plans

for modernisation of the police force.
The government has also plans to set up gradually tourist

police, marine police and campus police, she said.
In a scripted answer, the home minister said the govern-

ment has taken some other important measures including
providing modern equipment, adequate vehicles and mod-
ern training to police force.

In response to another query, she said a police member's
involvement in politics is against departmental discipline.
She said her ministry is examining whether any police mem-
ber has political link.

On border killing, she said Bangladesh government has
proposed that the Indian Border Security Force use rubber
bullets to avoid killing of Bangladeshi nationals in the border
areas.

"Indian government has assured us of using rubber bul-

lets," sheadded.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina greets President Zillur Rahman with a bouquet at Bangabhaban in the city on his

82nd birthday yesterday.
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43 missions abroad
face statt shortage

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Forty-three Bangladesh missions abroad are facing man-
power shortage resulting in poor services to non-resident
Bangladeshis (NRBs), Foreign Minister Dipu Moni told
parliament yesterday.

"The missions are running with a manpower structure
approved in 1982, when only around 4 lakh Bangladeshis
lived abroad. The number of NRBs has increased to 75 lakh
while the manpower in missions remains almost the same,"
said the minister.

She admitted in many cases the foreign missions are not
sensitive towards NRBs and attributed their poor services to
shortage of manpower.

Dipu Moni also informed the House that according to the
directive of prime minister, her ministry is taking steps to
increase the workforce soon.

The foreign ministry will take action if any mission official is
found neglecting duty or misbehaving with people, she added.

On repatriation of 28,000 Rohingya refugees living in
Cox's Bazar area, the minister said significant progress has
been made to send them back to Myanmar.

"Discussions have been held with the Myanmar govern-
ment in this regard. The Bangladesh government has taken

all measures to send them back,” noted the minister.

Yahya would be Mujib's guest

FROM PAGE 1
Bangabandhu's demands

were Mian Mumtaz
Daultana, Malik Ghulam
Jilani, Khan Abdul Wali
Khan and Air Marshal
Asghar Khan. At the same
time, criticism of Zulfikar
Ali Bhutto mounted all over
West Pakistan. The PPP
chairman, however,
remained unmoved
although he seemed to be
lying low compared to his
earlier vocal rejection of the
Six Points. In East Pakistan,
the Awami League com-
pletely ignored Bhutto and
his party, preferring instead
to focus on its running
battle with the military
regime. The impression also
began to grow that Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman and his
colleagues were no more
interested in keeping
Pakistan as a united entity
but were clearly embarking
on a course that would lead
to constitutional arrange-
ments eventually giving rise
to a confederation. The

Awami League made it clear
that if West Pakistan did not
agree to the Six Points, they
would not be foisted on it
and the four provinces of
the western wing were free
to adopt their own constitu-
tional means of gover-
nance.

Clashes between the
army and Bangalees were
reported from different
areas of Bangladesh. In
most instances, crowds of
Bangalees did not fail to
demonstrate their hostility
to the soldiers by openly
defying them and making it
hard for them to move
around. As a result, the
army mostly stayed con-
fined to the barracks, a
demand that Bangabandhu
had made at his March 7
public rally. Intellectual
circles in Bangladesh,
including teachers, artists,
writers and various profes-
sional groups, made
beelines for the

Dhanmondi residence of
Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur Rahman to express
their solidarity with the
movement. Nationalistic
Bengali songs were broad-
cast on Dhaka Betar while
programmes in favour of
the Bangalee struggle filled
the schedule of Pakistan
Television's Dhaka centre.
The general strike went on,
with Tajuddin Ahmed regu-
larly coming forth with
announcements relating to
new directives to the nation
on behalf of the Awami
League.

Asked by newsmen
about the possibility of a
visit to Dhaka by President
Yahya Khan, Bangabandhu
replied that the chief of the
junta would be welcomed
as 'our guest'. Observers
quickly read between the
lines, to draw the conclu-
sion that Mujib was making
it clear that in East Pakistan
he was in charge and Yahya
Khan now spoke only for
the western part of the
country.

Work to start

FROM PAGE 20
well as the modus operandi of
the train service.

"Both India and
Bangladesh are moving fast to
establish the train connectiv-
ity," Director General of
Railway Towhidul Anwar
Chowdhury told The Daily
Star.

He said Bangladesh has
already endorsed the align-
ment that connects
Gangasagar, a small train
station in Akhaura, and
Agartala for the new route. A
joint team selected the route
in Octoberlast year.

"Both the countries will
determine the cost and
modus operandi of construc-
tion of the tracks after the
central government endorses
the route," said Md Iftekharul
[slam, additional secretary of
the communications minis-
try.

A memorandum of under-
standing will also be signed
between the two sides before
beginning of the construc-
tion.

According to areport of the

joint team, Gangasagar and
Agartala -- both about five
kilometres off the interna-
tional border -- will be linked
through metre gauge line. But
the option for a broad gauge
linewillalso be there.

The joint team also pro-
posed doubling the 4.4-
kilometre Akhaura-
Gangasagar section to facili-
tate smooth movement of
trains.

The rail connectivity is
taking place as per the agree-
ment between Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina and her Indian
counterpart Manmohan
Singh during her visit to India
inJanuarylastyear.

According to railway offi-
cials, a survey was first con-
ducted in 1999 for connecting
the train stations in Agartala
and Akhaura.

Earlier in April 2008, the
two nations resumed a pas-
senger train service between
Dhaka and Kolkata after 43
years through Darshana in
Bangladesh and Gede in
Nadia district of West Bengal.

Ershad laments joining

FROM PAGE 20
Town Hall Maidan yester-
day.

“It pains us that the
aspirations of the people
remained unattended.
People suffer from acute
crisis of gas, water and
electricity. Law and order
situation deteriorated.
Price of essentials is rock-
eting. Thousands of poor
investors falling victims of
scam in the share market
rendered destitute.

We want to extend our
helping hands to resolve
the crises. But being in
power they are not inclined
to receive the hands of the
weaker. They do not give us
any value,” lamented
Ershad who ruled the coun-
try with iron hand for
nearly nine years until
overthrown by mass
upsurge at the fag end of
1990.

He said his party had
joined the grand alliance
with the hope of eliminat-
ing miseries of the people

and freeing the nation from
misrule and corruption.
But a sordid picture is
reflected by the media
every morning. Secret
killing, rape, extortion,
terrorism, tenderbaji and
conflict are now everyday
affairs across the country.

Harping back to his rule
Ershad said people were
happy. Lot of roads,
bridges, culverts, infra-
structure, schools and
colleges were built during
his time.

He urged to the govern-
ment to strengthen the
upazila by empowering the
chairman to write ACR of
government officers. “That
is the way you can ensure
the rule of public represen-
tatives,” he said.

Kazi Zafar Ahmed pre-
sided over the meeting
while Civial Aviation and
Tourism Minister G M
Quader, ABM Ruhul Amin
Haolader MP and Delwar
Hossain, among others,
addressed it.

Fatwa

FROM PAGE 20
Abdur Razzaq, counsel for

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad,
one of the two people who
filed the appeal, yesterday
placed his submission
against the HC verdict.

He told the court that
fatwa is a part and parcel of
Islam, and the HC has no
jurisdiction to declare fatwa
illegal.

The apex court started

hearing the appeal on March
1.

On January 1, 2001, the
HC declared all punish-
ments imposed in the
name of fatwa illegal. The
verdict came following a
hearing on a suo moto rule
the court issued earlier
which was apparently
triggered by a newspaper
report on hilla marriage
(marriage with a third
person).

Mufti Mohammad
Toyeeb and Abul Kalam
Azad in the same year filed
the appeal against the HC
verdict with the SC.
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