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WHAT'S ON

Recitation Programme
Title: Tomar Aakash Dao
Organiser: Tepantor

Venue: National Theatre Hall,
Shilpakala Acdemy

Date: March 10 at 7:30pm

Children's Painting

5~ (ompetition

Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural
Centre, Rd 2, H 24, Dhanmondi
B Date: March 11

Time: 10am

Noazesh Knowledge Centre
Organiser: Wildlife Trust of
Bangladesh

Venue: Cosmos Centre, 69/1,
New Circular Road, Malibagh N

Date: March 12; Time: 4pm knowledge centre

Exhibition
Title: Peace Women Across the
Globe, Peace Women Across
% Bangladesh
# 7 Venue: Alliance Fracaise de Dhaka,
Dhamondi

Date: March 8-19

Solo Photography
Exhibition

Photographer: Naymuzzaman Prince
Venue: Alliance Francase de
Dhaka, Dhanmondi

Date: March 25- April 6
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Solo Photo Exhibition
Tithe: Gaurand Pandua
Photographer: Babu Ahmed
Venue: Bengal Gallery of Fine Arts,
H275/F Rd 16 (new), Dhanmondi
Date: Feb 27-March &
Time:12-8pm

Group Art Exhibition
Title: 7 Visions

Venue: Tivoli Art Gallery, DCC
Super Market, Gulshan-2
Date: March- 3-12

Time: 11am-7:30pm

VISION:

owp Arl axhibitio

Srijonshil Tarunner
Natyaprokash

Venue: Natyomondol, Dhaka
University

Date: March 1-15

Time: 6:30pm

ENTERTAINMENT
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TAKIR HOSSAIN

International Women's Day is being
observed today all over the world to
emphasise women's rights. Female artists
have played a vital role in the Bangladeshi
cultural movement. Their artworks con-
centrate on social, cultural and environ-

in thelate '90s] and Habiba Akhter Papia are
the most prominent names. These artists
demonstrated their creativity through
different modes like surrealistic, semi-
realistic, figurative, symbolic, abstract,
semi-abstract and conceptual. They are
considered to be socially aware painters.
Theirworks articulate their personal obser-
vations on anomalies in the society. Their

Nazlee Laila Mansur

lence and the volatile political scenario.
The oppressed and marginalised situation
ofwomen in a male-dominated societyisa
recurring theme in her works.

Says the artist, "Over the last few years, 1
have done a number of paintings for the
Women's Page of the daily Prothom Alo.
Some of these paintings depict the inher-
ent grace women are born with while some
articulate expressions and moods.

"I am very optimistic and always like to
think positively. Women are at the fore-
front in many sectors but we are not truly
free yet. Eve teasing is still a regular feature
inour society.

"Art can play a vital role in generating
social awareness, but to make the people
truly aware everyone has to play a part. In
our country, women have been subjected
to exploitation for decades, and for various
reasons. Until women and girls are liber-
ated from discrimination and injustice, all
ourwork goes in vain. We should work with

canvases display women's needs, despair
and frustrations. On the occasion of
International Women's Day, The Daily Star
spoke to some of these artists:

Nazlee Laila Mansur

Nazlee Laila Mansur is recognised for her
portrayal of urban chaos, domestic turbu-

mental issues including harassment, dis-
crimination of women, fundamentalism
and intolerance.

On this front, Atia I[slam Anne, Niloofar

Chaman, Nazlee Laila Mansur, Fareha
Zeba, Dilara Begum Jolly, Murshida Arzu
Alpana, Masuda Igbal Nipa [who emerged

Solo Art Exhibition
Artist: Murshida Arzu Alpana
Title: Contemplation

Venue: Dhaka Art Centre, H-
60, R-7/A Dhanmondi

Date: March- 4-16

ble poetry books are “Amar Samay
Olpo”, “Coffee Houser Shiri”, “Desh
Amar Shadesh”, “Charidike Prithibi”,
Khola Kolom-er Pashe”, “Gachh
Manush", “Chhobir Shobdo” and
more. He won several prestigious
awards -- Sahitya Academy Puroshkar,
Rabindra Puroshkar, Vishnu Dey
Puroshkar etc.

Gupta started writing in 1956/'57.
His first writing was published in a
college magazine. Legendary author
Premendra Mitra requested him to

write for his literary journal.

Gupta worked for the Anandabajar’s
'Ochena Shahor' from 1958 to '59. He
also worked for the 'Kolkata Korcha'
where Sunil Gangopadhyay, Shymol
Gangopadhyay, Shirshendu
Mukhopadhyay were his colleagues.

Gupta was born in Dhaka in 1935
and spent the first 16 years of his life
here before moving to Kolkata in
1951. After settling in Kolkata, he
became involved with the leftist
movement.

Noted West Bengal poet Samarendra
Sen Gupta passed away on March 6 at
a hospital in Kolkata. He was 76. He
had been ailing from complications
caused by cancer. He left behind two
sons, relatives, admirers of his poetry
and well-wishers.

Gupta was one of the leading con-
temporary Bengali poets in India. He
was a prolific poet. Some of his nota-

her credit.

"Achalayatan” Staged at Shilpakala Academy

Sixth phase of Tagore's 150th birth anniversary celebration by Chhayanaut ends

STAFF CORRESPONDENT
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The sixth phase of the yearlong celebration by
Chhayanaut to celebrate Rabindranath Tagore's
150th birth anniversary ended on March 6 through
staging of one of the Nobel laureate's most acclaimed
plays, "Achalayatan". Nagarik Natya Sampraday
staged the play at the National Theatre Hall,
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy.

Veteran theatre and media personality Aly Zaker
directed the play.

The play is one of Nagarik's earlier productions,
and was staged after a long gap. The play premiered
in 1980.

"Achalayatan” depicts the eternal conflict between
old, rigid, restraining values and rebellious, free spir-
ited, revolutionary ideas. The play is about an institu-
tion steeped in ancient traditions that has not seen
any change throughout the decades.

In this institution called 'Achalayatan’, Panchak
and Mahapanchak are two brothers who are radically
opposed to each other on the axioms of life. Panchak
is a rebel opposing everything traditional, whereas

FHOTO: MUMIT M.

A scene from "Achalayatan".

Mahapanchak does not want to give up his tradi-
tional values. There is a clash of wills between these
characters and trouble seems to be brewing in the
institution.

Amidst the chaos arrives their guru, throwing open
the gates of Achalayatan for the first time. The resi-
dents of the institution get a taste of the real world
and real people.

Rawnak Hasan and Patho Shahriar performed as

Panchak and Mahapanchak. Among others, FM
Raza, Gobinda Kumar Biswas, Jhantu Bayen, Tahnina
[slam, Nawmi Kamrun and Masud Rana performed
otherrolesinthe play.

Aly Zaker also did the set and costume designs.
Amlan Biswas did the light designing.

The day's programme also included screening of
Satyajit Ray's film "Tin Konya", held at the
Chhayanautauditorium in Dhanmondi.
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On the occasion of International Women's Day,
Rtvwill air a special presentation by Chayanika
Chowdhury tonight at 7:50pm. Titled
"Onakankhito”, the play has been written by
Sharmeen Chowdhury Ipshita. The story sur-
rounds the struggles of a widow. Arefeen
Shubho, Bindu and Shormili Ahmed star in the
play. The director says she will consider herself
successful only if the audience appreciates her
creative output.

Making single-episode TV plays crowds
playwright and director Chayanika's already
busy schedule. So far she has 132 such plays to

"Maya", a play written by Imdadul Haq Milon
was her 50th directorial feat, while she com-
pleted her century with Arun Chowdhury's
"Choloman Chhobi".
Chayanika Chowdhury productions are
"Tomake Chhuye", "Dui Bon", "Noshto Nir",
"Jekhane Shimanto", "Shonar Kathhi Rupar
Kathhi", "Anchol", "Kotha Chhilo Onnorokom”",
"Esho Haat Dhoro" and "Locket".

renewed determination for a future of
equal rights, equal opportunities and
progress forall."

Fareha Zeba

Fareha Zeba is recognised for her concep-
tual works. Her paintings capture the
essence of female bliss, woes and aspira-
tions.

Zeba has worked for acid victims and
disadvantaged women. The painter also
gets inspiration from poetry, novels and
stories. The artist says, "Garment workers
fighting for their rights are very bold. Our
girls have won medals in Asian Games.
Women have played vital roles in many
sectors in our country. But in general they
are always neglected in our male- domi-
nated society. As a painter, I have also
faced discrimination in some subtle ways
among my male friends. It is a common
social feature."

Few years ago, Zeba and some of her

Fareha Zeba

friends formed an organisation called
'Shako’. They regularly exhibit their works.
Some profits from Shako's annual show
are donated to charities such as Centre for
Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (CRP), Acid

Maksuda Igbal Nipa

Chayanika's Special Play
on Int'l Women's Day

SHAH ALAM SHAZU

Chayanika Chowdhury

Chayanika made her directorial debut with

2002.

Other mentionable

media.

A scene from "Onakankhito".

"Ek Jibone", a play which aired on October 28,

Chayanika's involvement with TV dramas
came through her husband, noted playwright
and journalist Arun Chowdhury. She used to
check the scripts for Arun, as well as sit in front
of monitors during shooting. These experi-
ences steered her towards a career in the

Survivors' Foundation etc.

Maksuda Igbal Nipa

Maksuda Igbal Nipa is a talented painter
who has been trying to carve a niche in the

Habiba Akhter Papia

The Daily Star
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art scene. The artist feels, "Our women
have not been able to make real progress
due to various reasons. We
should remember that
women and children
comprise three-fourths
of world population.
Woman's role is signifi-
cant in families.

"Women often face
discrimination -- athome and
work. Women should have all the
rights enjoyed by men -- to be
allowed to live with dignity. They
should have the option of express-
ing themselves and to have equal
opportunities at the work place,
within the family and other spheres."

Nipa is now working on a series
titled "Adam and Eve" where she
focuses on the relationship
between men and women.

Habiba Akhter Papia
Habiba Akther Papia is a sculptor
whose works represent female
power and magnificence. She is
now a senior lecturer at the Shanto
Mariam University of Creative
Technology.

The sculptor says, "International
Women's Day is a global event
celebrating the economic, political
and social achievements of
women past, present and future. In
some countries in Europe and Asia,
International Women's Day is a
national holiday. When I think
about Bangladeshi women and
their current situation, I feel frus-
trated. Many women in our coun-
try have no knowledge about their
fundamental rights.

"In my works, my figures look
lean but bold. I believe, the women
of Bangladesh are very bold and
egradually they have become more
conscious about their needs and
rights.”

Papia has been continuously
experimenting with forms,
shapes and structure and

the overall the presenta-
tion of sculptures. By and
large, movement of figure
comes through vividly in her

bronze and metal sculptures.

works. She constructs human
shapes in most of her wooden,

Swearing "no big deal"to Dame Helen Mirren

Oscar-winning actress Dame
Helen Mirren discussed blank
verse and bad language as she
promotes "The Tempest", a radical
new film version of one of William
Shakespeare's final plays.

"The whole drama of swearing is
so overblown," says Dame Helen
Mirren with a sigh.

"It's idiotic that it's made into
suchabigdeal.”

"TheTempest" isanew film adap-
tation of the William Shakespeare
play that sees her take on the tradi-
tionally male role of exiled sorcerer
Prospero.

However, it is not blank verse or
Elizabethan poetry that is on her
mind, but words of a somewhat
cruder nature.

The 65-year-old has returned
from the Academy Awards, where
"The King's Speech” -- a film where
strong language is used in a speech
therapy context -- won the best
picture award.

The ceremony also saw Melissa
Leo, this year's recipient of the best
supporting actress prize, leave the
Kodak theatre audience open-
mouthed after dropping what is
euphemistically called "the F-
bomb" during her acceptance
speech.

"l think she was totally over-
excited," says Dame Helen, whose
appearance as an Oscar presenter
saw her return to the venue where
she was named best actress in 2007
for "The Queen".

"She was trying to show how
rough and raw she is and it was a
terrible mistake."

"I do think the fuss is completely
out of order," the star continues.

"The ludicrousness is when you
have to loop swear words for your
film to be shown on an aeroplane or
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Dame Helen Mirren in "The Tempest".

on television," she goes on, referring
to the common practice of over-
dubbing dialogue that might cause
offence.

Some might feel similarly dis-
missive about having Prospero --
every inch a man when "The
Tempest" was first performed --
transformed into 'Prospera’ in its
latestincarnation.

Yet the Bard of Avon was no
stranger to gender reassignment.
Back in his day, after all, all the
female roles in his plays were played
by men.

The tide has changed in the cen-
turies since, with Sarah Bernhardt,
Fiona Shaw and Vanessa Redgrave
among those to have portrayed his
male characters on stage.

For Dame Helen, however, the
fact that Shakespeare was bound by
the stage conventions of his time
represents an opportunity missed.

"I wish to God he had had access
to actresses,” she says. "l wonder
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how different his canon of work
would have beenifhe'd been able to
write forwomen.

"And I wonder whether he would
have written '"The Tempest' with a
woman in mind, because to my
mind itfits soincrediblywell.”

Set on a tropical isle, Julie
Taymor's film sees Dame Helen's
character take belated revenge on
the noblemen of her home country
who ousted her as duchess some
years previously.

The cast features a colourful mix
of acting talents, ranging from
Oscar-winning US actor Chris
Cooper to flamboyant British come-
dian Russell Brand.

S0 does Dame Helen have her eye
on any other Shakespearean roles
that might have hitherto seemed
beyond her? No, she answers firmly.

"Apart from one vowel, not a
word of 'The Tempest' had to
change," she explains. "I can't think
of any other Shakespeare play

where that's the case.

"With a play like 'King Lear’, for
example, you would have to twist it
really uncomfortably for it to be a
woman.

"Thewhole point of Lear is that he
goes around with a band of soldiers
and they get drunk and make a
racket. [t would neverwork.

"I guess you could have a woman
pretending to be a man, but that's
not the point.”
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ATN BANGLA

12:15
01:25
05:00
05:20
10:45
11:30
12:30

OffTime

AT Music

Gram Gonjer Khabor
(Obiram Bangladesh
Bihongo Kotha

Big Hit's
Grameenphone Lead
Mews

CHANNELi

09:30

01:05
01:30
05:30
07:50
12:00

ntv

03:10
04:10

Shangbadpotre
Bangladesh

Ebong Cinemar Gaan
Hridoy-er Gaan

JagoNari Jago

Khude Gaanraj

Ajker Shangbadpotro

Amader Anandabari
Janar Achhey Bolaar

Achhey

All programmes are in local
time. The Daily Star will not

be responsible for any
change in the programme.

05:00 Durapath
07:45  Ognijita
12:30  Total Sports

BoishakhiTV

10:30  Bangla Feature Film

01:10  Time toCricket (Live)

05:30  Nari Pothey Pothey

08:45 Prothoma

11:30 Boishakhi Binodon 0
Shongskriti 5angbad

DigantaTV

12:30  Score Cards
01:30 ChitraBichitra
05:30  ShurShurbhi
08:05 Lime Light
10:00  PrimeTime
11:05 DowntheWicket

Z Studio

11:00 Sister Act 2: Back in
the Habit

01:30 Memoirs of a Geisha

RADIO

abcradio FM 89.2

09:00
12:00
03:00
05:00
07:00
09:00
11:00

Mukhorito Jiboney
Darun Dupurey
Duranto Bikeley
Shomdhatara
Shajer Maya
Raat-er Akashey

Golper Shesh Nei

Radio Foorti

10:00

Jokkher Dhon
On Banglavision at
09:05pm

Special Drama
Cast: llora Gohor,
Nupur

Shohor Bhora

Ka(n)cher Kokil
On ETV at 07:50pm
Special Drama
Host: Apurbo, Mona

Lisa

05:00
09:00
11:30

ETV
10:30
06:30
07:50

09:30
11:40
11:50

Rtv

10:20
12:05
06:00
07:50

Marning Express

Desher Khabor
GramarWorld
Cover Drive

Ekushey Business

Cricket Extra

Shohor Bhora Kaln)cher
Kokil

Ami Shei Meye
JanotarKotha

Crazy Cricket

Aroma
Protidiner Gaan

Extra Innings
Drama: Onakankhito

11:20 Drama: Nishsho Thekey

Paoa

BANGLAVISION

09:05
01:05
05:45
06:05
09:05
11:20
11:50

ShudhuiGaan
Concert forWomen

Googly
Sports Time
Drama:
Riversswing

Raat Biratey

Desh TV

12:15
04:00

Feature Film: Provoked
Desh Janopath

12:00
01:00
04:00
09:00
01:00 Back to Back music
RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

11:00
01:00
08:00
11:00

My Time
Mo Tension

[haka Calling
Night Rider

Musti Unlimited
Today's Adda
Tobey Tai Hok
Raat Bhor Gaan

Becoming Jane
On Z Studio at
07:00pm

Genre: Biography /
Drama

Cast: Anne
Hathaway, James
McAvoy

04:30 The Triumph of Love

07:00 Becoming Jane

09:30 The Peacemaker

12:10 Shortcut to
Happiness

Star Movies

10:25 Into The Sun

07:45 Taken

03:20 Bewitched

07:00 Shrink

08:50 Born To Raise Hell

10:30 Still Waiting

12:05 Serious Moonlight

HBO

10:15 Death Becomes Her

12:15 Angels & Demons

03:00 Grace of My Heart

07:15 The Skulls II

09:30 Obsessed

12:00 Bloodsport

Star World

10:30 The Simpson's

02:30 Las Vegas

07:30 Coffee With Karen

08:30 The Good Guys

10:30 Dexter

11:30 Two And A Half Men

Discovery Channel

DRAMA SERIAL

ATN BANGLA
08:00pm Mokbul
09:20pm

Poush Phaguner
Pala

CHANNEL
09:35pm  Maar Chhokka

ntv

08:15pm Manabzamin
09:45pm  Darshok-er Golpo

BTV

ETV

08:20pm Ohongkar

Rtv

09:15pm  Air Com
10:40pm Vagabond
BANGLAVISION
08:15pm Mad Bhai
Desh TV

NEWS BULLETIN

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 8:00 am
2:00 pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.
News (English) at 10:00am,
4:00 pm, 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and
English) 11:30 pm. (To be
telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANMNEL-i

News (Bangla): 7:00 am,
9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm,
10:30 pm, 12:30 am

ATN

BANGLA

NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm,
10:00 pm, 11:00 pm, 1:00
am, 4:00 am

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm
News (English): 9:00 am,
6:00 pm.

News (Bangla) at 7:30am.
1:30pm. 5:00pm. 7:15pm.
10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.
News (English) at 6:00pm

Riv

News (Bangla): 2:30 pm,
4:30 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:30 pm,
10:30 pm, 12:30 am

niv

News (Bangla): 7:30am,
12:02pm, 2:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:30pm, 1:00am

ETV

News {Bangla): 9:00am,
11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,
11:00pm

TALK SHOW

ATN BANGLA
11:10am  Top Spin
06:20pm Kotha Mala

CHANMEL i
09:45am Tritio Matra
12:30pm Taroka Kathon

ntv

12:30am Ei Shomoy

ETV

10:10pm  Golpo Shalpo Gaan

Rtv

12:05am 7Zero Hour

BANGLAVISION

10:10am
Desh TV

Front Line

06:00pm How's That



