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Gaddati seeks UN, AU ~3

probe into unrest

Libya refugee aid operation intensifies

AFP, Paris

Muammar Gaddafi said he wanted the
United Nations or the African Union to probe
the unrest rocking Libya and promised
investigators free access, in an interview
published yesterday:.

The strongman, making his first such
demand since the outbreak of violent pro-
tests against his rule and the ensuing bloody
riposte, also warned that the unrest would

spell disaster for Europe.
"First of all I would like that an investiga-

tory commission of the United Nations or the
African Union comes here to Libya," he told
the French weekly Le Journal du Dimanche.

"We will let this panel work unhampered,”
he said, adding that he would be in favour of
France "coordinating and leading” the probe
body.

Shortly after the unrest broke out,
Gaddafi's son Saif al-Islam, long seen as a
possible successor, said he wanted an inde-
pendent domestic probe into the unrest.

On February 22, the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees Navi Pillay also
called for an independent international
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investigation and an immediate halt to seri-
ous abuses committed by Libyan authorities

"Thousands of people from Libya will
invade Europe,” he said, "and there will be
no-one to stop them."

Gaddafi repeated an oft-repeated charge
that the revolt against his regime was being
spearheaded by Al-Qaeda.

"There is an Islamic jihad facing you from
the Mediterranean,” he said. (Osama) Bin
Laden will install himself in North Africa...
Youwill have Bin Laden at your gates.

Meanwhile, Libya's neighbours Tunisia,
Algeria and Egypt, mobilised to receive and
repatriate a tide of refugees fleeing the
unrest, with help from European countries
and the United States.

At the northwestern border with Tunisia,
refugees were reported to be waiting on the
Libyan side in nearby towns, knowing that
the border was jammed. Most Egyptians
were reported to have been evacuated.

In Algeria, officials said they were rein-
forcing their reception capacity for refugees
from Libya with a new facility at Ifri, about
2,000 kilometres southeast of Algiers.
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PHOTO: AFP
A Libyan woman holds up an automatic rifle as she joins thousands of others as they celebrate victories over

rebel forces claimed by Muammar Gaddafi's regime in Tripoli's Green Square yesterday.

France halils
rebels’
'national
council’

AFP, Paris

France hailed yesterday the
creation of a Libyan 'Na-
tional Council’ by the lead-
ers of the armed revolt
against Muammar Gaddafi,
and said it supported its
objectives.

In Paris, foreign ministry
spokesman Bernard Valero
said in a statement: "France
hails the creation of the
Libyan National Council and
pledges support for the
principles that motivate it
and the goalsit has set itself.

Paris welcomes "the will
for unity that led to the cre-
ation of this council and
urges its leaders and the
movements within it to
continue to pursue this
course,” headded.

France condemns the use
of force against Libyan civil-
ians and "pays homage to
the bravery of populations
subjected to violence," said
Valera.

Thousands protest outside
Bahrain govt HQ

'Al-Qaeda’ attack Kills 4 Yemeni
soldiers

AFP, Sanaa

Suspected Al-Qaeda gunmen killed four soldiers in

Yemen yesterday
The new violence came as both London and

Washington called on their citizens to consider
leaving the impoverished Arabian peninsula coun-

tryand warned against all but essential travel.
The elite Republican Guard soldiers were
ambushed as they delivered food near Marib about

170 kilometres east of Sanaa, alocal official told AFP
"The attack was similar to others by Al-Qaeda,”

Jacques Chirac faces trial
for graft

AFP, Paris

Jacques Chirac expects to go on trial Monday (to-

Yemen opposition pledges to intensify protests

AFP, Manama, Sanaa

Thousands of demonstrators massed yester-
day at Manama's Al-Qudaibiya Palace,
where Bahrain's cabinet meets, chanting
slogans against the tiny but strategic Gulf
state's government.

White-helmeted police with riot shields
stood behind one gate, looking on as the
flag-waving demonstrators chanted "Down
Hamad! Down Hamad!", in reference to
Bahrain's King Hamad.

"The people want to topple the regime!”
the protesters roared, shaking their fists
towards the light pink palace with its onion-

shaped, pearl-coloured dome.
The Gulf archipelago of Bahrain, a strate-

gic US ally and home of the US Fifth Fleet,
has been shaken by demonstrations calling

for political reform since February 14.
"We want the prime minister to go," said

Alaa al-Nasr, a 24-year-old demonstrator.
"It's mainly against Sheikh Khalifa -- they

want this government to go,” agreed

Nuwain, another protester, referring to the

prime minister.

Protesters also chanted for the 2002 consti-
tution, which established an appointed upper
house that has veto powers over the decisions
ofthe elected chamber, to be scrapped.

Bahrain is ruled by the Sunni Muslim
Khalifa family but has a Shiite Muslim majority
which has been at the forefront of the protests.

Meanwhile, the Yemeni opposition has
called for an escalation in anti-regime dem-
onstrations to force President Ali Abdullah
Saleh to leave after the embattled leader
refused to quit, a spokesman said yesterday.

"We have called upon the people to widen
demonstrations, and escalate the peaceful
struggle in all regions until he (Saleh) is left
with one option, that is to leave,” said
Mohammed Sabri, a leading member of the
Commeon Forum opposition alliance.

The veteran leader, who has ruled since
1978, on Saturday dismissed an opposition
proposal for a quick transition of power,
saying he would serve out his current term,
which expiresin 2013.

day), the first former French president to face cor-
ruption charges, as alleged murky dealings in his
office when he was mayor of Paris finally catch up

with him.

Now 78, Chirac has become France's most popu-
lar politician since leaving office in 2007, despite
being accused of using city funds to pay ghost
worker salaries to political allies while he was

mayor between 1977 to 1995.

If convicted, he faces up to 10 years in jail and a

Egypt gets
new foreign
minister

AFP, Cairo

Egypt yesterday named its
former ambassador to the
United Nations, Nabil al-
Arabi, as foreign minister in
the latest move to purge the
cabinet of members of top-
pled president Hosni
Mubarak's regime.

"Nabil al-Arabi said he
has accepted the foreign
ministry portfolio during
this critical time in the his-
tory of Egypt,” the state-run
MENA news agency
reported.

Arabi replaces Ahmed
Abul Gheit, who had been in
the job since 2004.

Arabi's name was among
25 proposed by a coalition of
youth movements behind
the uprising that overthrew
Mubarak, which also

included Sharaf.

Apology 'not enough'

Says Karzai to Petraeus

AFP, Kabul

Afghan President Hamid Karzai yesterday told General
David Petraeus, the commander of US-led troops in
Afghanistan, that his apology after nine children were killed
in a Nato air strike was "not enough".

"President Karzai said that David Petraeus's apology is
not enough," astatement from the Afghan presidency said.

Karzai made the comments during a cabinet meeting at
which Petraeus was present.

"The civilian casualties are a main cause of worsening the
relationships between Afghanistan and the US," the state-
ment quoted Karzai as saying.

"The people are tired of these things and apologies and
condemnations are not healing any pain.

"On behalf of the people of Afghanistan I want you to stop
the killings of civilians."

The 9 children were killed on Tuesday in an air raid carried
out by coalition helicopters in the eastern province of Kunar.

Nato's International Security Assistance Force (ISAF) said
the children were mistaken for rebels.

Civilian casualties -- especially involving children -- are a
highly sensitive issue in war-torn Afghanistan, where a
Taliban-led insurgency has raged since the Islamists were
ousted from power by a US-led 2001 invasion.

Karzai says deaths of civilians in military operations turn
people against his delicate pro-US administration. Civilian
casualties have also been a key source of tension between
Kabul and itsWestern backers, the US and Nato.

AFP, Havana

fine 0£210,000 dollars on charges including embez-

Suspected rebel killed in
Russian Caucasus

AFP, Moscow

Alberto Granado, the travel
companion of leftist revolu-
tionary Ernesto "Che”
Guevara on their famed 1950s
motorcycle trip through
South America, died Saturday
in Cuba, official media

Police shot dead a suspected rebel as he resisted
detention in the troubled Russian Caucasus region
of Kabardino-Balkaria, investigators said yesterday.

The dead man, identified as 39-year-old Murat
Kardanov, was found to be carrying a pistol and a

hand grenade, investigators said.

The shoot-out came the same day as Russian
Interior Minister Rashid Nurgaliyev visited the
region and said that the security situation there

Blast in south Iraq kills 6

AFP, Basra

reported.

"In today's morn-
ing hours in the capi-
tal, comrade Alberto
Granado, the close
friend of
commandante
Ernest Guevara, died
at age 88," an
announcer read on
state television.

The Argentine biochemist
had lived on the communist-
ruled island since 1961, and

A roadside bomb killed six people and wounded 12
aboard a bus in Iraq's southern port city of Basra

yesterday, a provincial official said.

The blast targeted a passing US military convoy
but instead struck the bus and wrecked it, the head
of Basra provincial council's security committee,

Ali al-Ghanimi, said.

Women and children were among the casualties

of the 10:00am local time attack near a train station
in the al-Maakal district of north Basra, Ghanimi
said, but it was unclear how many of them died or

were wounded.

Sergeant Sarah Snedden, a spokeswoman for US
forces in Iraq, confirmed there had been "an inci-
dentin Basra" but did not provide further details.

Japan's FM resigns over

donation row
AFP, Tokyo

"as a faithful friend of Cuba,
he contributed to the training
of professionals in medicine
and genetics."

Granado was a doctor and
Guevara a medical student
when they set out on their
eight-month odyssey. They
left Buenos Aires in
December 1951 and traveled
through much of South

Che's motorbike
companion dies

America, where they wit-
nessed poverty of local com-
munities and lack of access to
medical careof native people.

The trip was immortalized
in Brazilian director Walter
Salles's 1994 film "The
Motorcycle Diaries,”" which
drew from books about the

' voyage by both
participants, and
won an Oscar for
best original song.

Asked in an
interview a few
years ago about his
friendship and time
on the road with
r“‘* "Che," Granado
said: "We hititoffwell."

"When there was talk
about politics, disease and
what not, we almost always
shared a similar view," he
added.

Granado's body was taken
to a funeral home in Havana
and, "according to his
wishes," his remains will be
cremated and the ashes
spread across parts of
Argentina, Cuba and
Venezuela.

Blast kills 12
civilians in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

A Taliban-style roadside
bomb tore through a car in
eastern Afghanistan’'s Paktika
province yesterday, killing 12
civilians and wounding five
others, the provincial admin-
istration said.

The dead included five
children, two women and
five men. They were on their
way from neighbouring
Pakistan, the Paktika provin-
cial administration said in a
statement.

Mohibullah Samim, the
provincial governor, blamed
the bombing on Taliban who
are engaged in a campaign
aimed at toppling the pro-
US government of President
Hamid Karzai.

The rebels loyal to Taliban
and other militant groups
often use improvised bombs
in attacks against Afghan
security forces and their
Western military backers.

There are about 140,000
foreign military forces operat-
ing in Afghanistan under the
command ofthe United States.

"I Coast civil war is aflame,
but is anyone looking?

THE HUFFINGTON POST ONLINE

letting it burn.

its Christian south.

indefinitelyin morgues.

occupyingarmy.

FROM PAGE 20
did not have any effect on his

batting though, as he and
Yuvraj completed the chase
in a flurry of fours and sixes.

Earlier, part-time spin-
ner Yuvraj bagged a maiden
five-wicket haul as India

Japan's Foreign Minister Seiji Maehara announced his
resignation yesterday over donations received from a
foreignresident in violation of the country's laws.
Maehara -- who had been seen as a likely succes-
sor to embattled Prime Minister Naoto Kan -- said
he would step down after admitting he received
several hundred dollars from a restaurant owner of

Korean ethnicity.

"I apologise to the Japanese people for stepping
down after only six months and provoking distrust
over a problem with my political funding, although
[ have sought to pursue a clean style of politics,”

dismissed Ireland for 207
despite skipper William
Porterfield's half-century.
The left-arm spinner's
victims included Kevin
O'Brien (9), who hammered
the fastest century in World
Cup history in his team's
upset victory over England,
as Ireland lost their last
eight wickets for 85 runs.
Yuvraj (5-31) gave the
capacity crowd plenty to
cheer about after left-arm
paceman Zaheer Khan had

rocked Ireland with two
early wickets in the day-
night match in Bangalore.
Zaheer finished with 3-30.

Porterfield (75), dropped
on nought by Pathan in the
slips off Zaheer, went on to
complete an impressive
half-century, his fifth in
one-dayers, before being
caught in the covers off
Yuvraj. He hit one six and six
fours.

Ireland were on course to
post a challenging total
following a 113-run stand for
the third wicket between
Porterfield and Niall O'Brien
(46) before they slipped from
ahealthy 122-2.

They suffered a crucial
blow when well-set Niall was

India stave off Ireland

run out after completing
1,000 runs in one-day inter-
nationals. His brother,
Kevin, failed to repeat his
heroics from the last match
as he offered a return catch
toYuvraj.

There was no hint of the
slide when Porterfield and
Niall were steadying the
innings after Zaheer's dou-
ble strike.

The Irish pair never
looked in trouble, comfort-
ably gathering runs against
both pace and spin. They
initially relied on singles and
twos before Porterfield
swung leg-spinner Piyush
Chawla over square-leg for a
SIX.

Zaheer earlier struck with

While the global eye remains fixed on
Libya, a civil war has caught flame in Ivory
Coast, and world leaders beyond the
ailing country have all but acquiesced to

The former French colony, planet
earth's top producer of cocoa, was
designed to be the economic engine of
Francophone tropics -- an cocoa, gas,
diamond, and rubber-producing boom
nation whose overwhelmingly Muslim
north would share in prosperity known by

Instead, three months of food and cur-
rency shortages after its incumbent
President Laurent Gbagbo refused to con-
cede an election, the country has devolved
into a land where mass graves are buried

beyond the reach of humanrights investiga-
tors, or victims of state violence are stowed

The UN estimates that atleast 365 people
have died here -- most of them apparently
Muslims -- shot by a motley of soldiers and
state-backed militiamen who view Islam
and Ivory Coast as irreconcilable. But the
UN's count is likely a low estimate because
the organisation finds itself treated as an

Rebels from the country's north have
swept into government-held towns, break-
\ing the four-year-old ceasefire that kept the

ofhostilities.

two sides at arms lengths. Gbagbo's army is
reportedly recruiting Liberian mercenaries,
brutes responsible for the worst atrocities
committed during Ivory Coast's 2002 round

Ivoirians, fleeing the country in five
thousands by the day, need assistance --
but it isn't there. The African Union has
offered to negotiate an accord, but the
continent's leadership has been ineffec-
tive at any task other than publicly torpe-
doing one another.

More astounding a failure than Africa's
disunity has been America's disinterest.
Since December, Barack Obama hasn't
voiced so much as a comment on the
crisis, let alone a commitment to it. His
silence empowers brutes on either side of
the civil conflict, who have enjoyed free
reign to fire on demonstrators or shovel
mass graves while the planet's news cam-
eras orbit the Arab world -- as if nothing
important happens south of the Sahara.

But mostly, Obama's hush comes as
painful disappointment from this presi-
dent who stands a symbol of democracy
to a generation of Africans sorting out the
injustices of their own. The president
enjoys tremendous goodwill and popular
support on the continent. It's time for him
touse it, publicly.

It's discouraging, how quickly those
corners went back to being forgotten.
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the fourth delivery of the
match when he bowled Paul
Stirling for a duck before
having Ed Joyce caught
behind for four.
SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard of the World Cup
Group B match between
India and Ireland at the M
Chinnaswamy Stadium in
Bangalore on Sunday:
IRELAND

Porterfield c Harbhajan
bYuvraj

Stirling b Zaheer

Joyce c Dhonib Zaheer
N O'Brien run out 4
White c DhonibYuvraj
KO'Brien c & bYuvraj
CusacklbwbYuvraj 24
Mooney lbw bYuvraj 5
Johnston lbw b Patel 17

(£= R0 &7 = p R -

DockrellcDhonib Zaheer 3 Dhonilbwb Dockrell 34
Rankin not out 1 Pathannotout 30
Extras: (Ib-4,nb-6,w-8 18 Extras:(lb-4,w-5) 9
Total: (All out Total: (For five wkts

in47.5 overs) 207 in46overs) 210

Fall of wickets: 1-1, 2-9, 3-
122, 4-129, 5-147, 6-160, 7-
178,8-184,9-201

Did not bat: Harbhajan,

Chawla, Zaheer, Patel
Fall of wickets: 1-9, 2-24, 3-

Bowler O M R W 874-100,5-167

Zaheer 9 1 30 3 Bowler OM RW
Patel 45 0 25 1 Rankin 10 1 34 0
Pathan 7 1 32 0 Johnston 5 1 16 2
Harbhajan 9 1 29 0 Dockrell 10 0 49 2
Chawla 8 0 56 0 Mooney 2 0 18 0
Yuvraj 10 0 31 5 Stirling 10 0 45 0
INDIA White 5 0 23 0
Sehwag c &b Johnston 5 KevinOBrienl 0 3 0
Tendulkarlbwb Dockrell 38 Cusack 3 0 18 0

Gambhir c Cusack Result: India won by five
bJohnston 10 wickets.

Kohli run out 34 Man-of-the-match: Yuvraj
Yuvraj notout 50 Singh.



