Saha escapes
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WI beatable

ing to fear when they take on
Bangladesh in a crucial
World Cup game in Dhaka,
says fast bowling hattrick

For th g% h 1l "hhh' BisHwAjJIT ROY will not be easy for the West Indians to han- | star Kemar Roach.
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pn”,“ A5 yenueianc hanks I “] !ﬂl‘l \ l o, ié' as the opponents most likely to good score for us,” he said. victory over the Netherlands
during P”I:Ch‘E‘_SE' they can | || I.'w IH q/ﬂg&- prove the third scalp that “You know our bowling was not good | on Monday to revive their
collect their tickets of the ||| E."“Iih cccigetwentcw would propel Bangladesh into - gaingt India but we batted well while in the | campaign after having lost

Bangladesh-West Indies
match at the Shaheed
Sohrawardi Indoor Stadium
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the quarterfinals of the ICC
World Cup 2011 and former Bangladesh

captain Mohammad Ashraful found a lot of

second game we had a poor batting show
despite a good start but our bowlers did well
to snatch the victory. We must ensure that all

to South Africa in their open-

ing game.
The West Indies, who

in Mirpur on March 2. i logic behind the belief. R - - : . .
: _ o B : : : partments click together in the third | have slipped to a dismal
Tins wes mivamad s :}: ll]lll ,ThE Tigers will take on West Induf:s O game against West Indies,” continued | ninth place in the one-day
press I'I.El{?ﬂSE of the .anal il i Friday at the Sher-e-Bangla National . praful rankings below Bangladesh,
Organising Committee ’ Stadium in Mirpur in their third Group B The experienced campaigner singled out | take on Shakib Al Hasan's

(LOC) of the tournament.
Tickets will be distributed

on presentation of the docu-

ment provided from the
banks. No tickets are avail-

able for sale as all tickets of

match with a hope of brightening their
chances of making the last eight.

“Without any doubt West Indies is a very
good team and they have some experienced
players like Chris Gayle, (Ramnaresh)
Sarwan and (Shivnarine) Chanderpaul and

Gayle as the most dangerous player for the
Tigers.

“In my opinion half the job will be done if
we can dismiss Gayle early because he is a
very dangerous batsman. And I believe we
have the weapons in our hand to dismiss

men on Friday in a match
where the result could be
vital in the quarterfinal

shake-up.
"We take a lot of confi-

dence into the game against

the Group B game has been S { . aswell as a very good number three in him early and it will also not be an easy task Bangladesh," said 22-year-
soliboat: fﬁﬁi*ﬁ'iiilﬂll‘ oy __*-::‘_-»3;5-‘_73;_; Darren Bravo. Butstill believe thatwe have  for him to bat well in our conditions espe- ld Roach h bbed
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;\-.1' sty 2 : . _ ; World Cup history against
request to the spectators \ : attack,” said Ashraful, who came to Mirpur Branding himselfas a battingall-rounder, | . 5 .1

and fans to give utmost
importance to their own
safety and to be respectful of
fellow supporters. The
board urged everyone to
practice common sense and

discipline while celebrating.
The plea came after news

of a road mishap during
victory celebrations after the
win against Ireland that
resulted in the tragic death
of 14-year-old Azad.

TIME TO CHOOSE THE RIGHT ONE: Bangladesh batsman
Mohammad Ashraful (L) carries along two bats after

enjoying a full length batting session in the nets at the
Mirpur Indoor facility yesterday. rHoTo: ANISUR RAHMAN

yesterday along with a few other players for
practice despite it being an optional day for

the players.
The Tigers lost the opening game to

favourites India by 87 runs but strongly
came back against Ireland with a 27-run
victory in their second group encounter and
Ashraful said that they must ensure that all
three departments click together in the third

. game.

“It's very much possible to beat West

*  Indies if we can put up a good score on the

board. We have a very good spin attack and it

Ashraful said that he had regained his confi-
dence after an impressive bowling perfor-
mance against Ireland in the second match
at Mirpur. Ashraful had featured in the team
for the second game with an idea of making
some quick runs during the batting
Powerplay but he had got a good platform to
prove himself as a batsman following a mid-
dle-order collapse. Ashraful however frus-
trated the capacity crowd by making only
one run in six balls but apparently he got a
second life following his impressive spin

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

Calypso in town
for crucial tie

"This match was good
preparation for the
Bangladesh game. We'll go
there on a high. Bangladesh
are an improving team but
we are better than them."

Bangladesh are tied with
West Indies on two points in
Group B. They lost to India
by 87 runs but fought back to
beat Ireland by a 27-run
margin.

Roach's confidence
stemmed from his own
stellar performance against

the Netherlands which saw
him grab a career-best 6-27
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2

BISHOO FOR BRAVO
ICC approves
replacement

AFP, New Delhi

SAKEB SUBHAN

;jﬁﬁ)ﬁl Even though every game in a World Cup is
5 Z/Zje important, perhaps Bangladesh's most crucial
ﬂ;{ﬂﬁi& match will take place this Friday at the Sher-e-
Icc cricket World cup Bangla National Stadium when they take on

2011 theWest Indies.
Placed in the tougher of the two groups, Bangladesh

must notch up three victories to have a chance, and four
wins to be sure of a place in
the quarterfinals of the global
event. With the potential
banana skin of a defeat to
Ireland narrowly avoided the
other Friday, the team is now
in need of at least two more
wins to repay the fantastic
support that their country-
men have shown them over
the pastweeks.

The West Indies team
arrived in the capital yester-
day evening and went
straight to their hotel to rest
and recuperate from their
day-night fixture against the
Netherlands the day before.

Today they will have their first practice session in the coun-
try at noon, which will incidentally also be their first look at
Mirpur's Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium, as it was still
being built when they last toured the country in December
2002, when they won two of their three matches with one
being washed out.

Things have changed in the intervening eight years. In
2002, West Indies were clearly the stronger team with
Bangladesh struggling to find their feet in international
cricket, having been granted
full membership of the ICC
only two years before. Now,
Bangladesh have entered the
World Cup one place above
the West Indies in ICC's offi-
cial rankings.

There might also be some
leftover bitterness from the
West Indies' series defeats at
home in both Tests and one-
dayers against the newest s /. /
Test nation in 2009. West |
Indies cricket was then torn
by contractual disputes
between the board and the
first-choice players, resulting

SEE PAGE 17 COL 1

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) has approved
Devendra Bishoo as a
replacement player for the
injured Dwayne Bravo in the
West Indies World Cup

squad.
Bishoo, a 25-year-old leg-

spinner, has not been
capped by the West Indies.
He has played 21 first-class
matches and 13 domestic
Twenty20 games while the
Guyanese-born bowler also
played for the West Indies A

team last year.
Bravo is the 11th player to

be replaced in the tourna-
ment and the third for the
West Indies after Adrian
Barath and Carlton Baugh.

The eligibility of a
replacement player is sub-
ject to approval by the ICC
before he can be officially
added to the squad.
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WELCOME TO DHAKA: West Indies star batsman Chris Gayle walks into the
Sheraton Hotel yesterday. The Caribbeans are now in Dhaka to play a crucial
World Cup match against the Tigers at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in
Mirpur on Friday. PHOTO: STAR

Venue
Bangalore

Match
England v Ireland

Time
3:00pm
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England - Ireland

' .o initiation for the English
been an interesting nitia
Is.tidi:aasin this tournament. They were taken to the

i ' in their first game of the
tance by the minnows 1N (
?;irnam:tft hefore they chased down 293 with an

ia-match
“This was followed by the India-ma
xﬂ;l?il-cﬁﬂa?l%fg in a tie thanks tiin ﬂ:}e s%pﬁilgggt%gdbz
trauss. On the other hand, .
;ﬁfﬁq 0 Eggrtunit',r to beat Bangladesh but they failed

allish target in the face of some
e ﬂtﬁ sslk?aﬁul Isl:u%l. Given that the game

in, it will be interesting
' ed at Bangalore again, it will be inter
?Sjégeet?{]}ﬂthe Irish adjust to the track, which is a far

cry from the one at Mirpur. y
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