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Film Festival

teurs, intellectuals and cultural per-
sonalities, the fair is getting recog-
nised as a hub where one can meet
people who share the same interests
and inspire him/her.

phers and editors meet each other,
working around the aisles. Expressing
his gratitude to the journalists who
have been writing about the mela,

Rashed Khan Menon, MP (2-R) and Nazia Jabeen at the Prerona stall.

the weekends, getting to the informa-
tion centre becomes a challenge. And
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lished eight books by eminent writers
in Braille. To express his solidarity

beauty, blemishes, sharp intellect and the challenges
they face.” When pressed again on the matter of his
obvious bias towards women in the plays he directs,
Mukul described how his mother played a major role in
his life. “She was my first inspiration. She was an amaz-

gained an MBA in 1999 and an MFA in theatre direction
in 2007, he has been professionally engaged by various
companies in London. His most recent association has
been with Tara Arts whose artistic director is the much-

with actors speaking in both Shakespearean verses and
Bangla. Mukul has already successfully implemented

plays that Mukul has directed tend to be about dis-
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Ritwik Ghatak Film Society, Rajshahi Film Society
and Rajshahi Medical College jointly organised the
festival recently at the university's Kazi Nazrul Islam
auditorium.

Films were screened daily in two shows that drew
full-houses where “Runway” together with “Adom

film industry, he was also critical of the commerciali-
sation of films.

Meanwhile, a large audience enjoyed the shows,
which were reasonably priced at Taka 30 each, at the
festival.

Appraising the complex themes and nuances of the

Sahitya Sangsad.

A total of 11 stalls were set up at the fair. Among others,
Azad Angan from Mymensingh and Kabir Library from
Phulbaria set up stalls with a new collection of books of
seasoned and emerging writers.

Several new books of local writers, including nine story
books written by Dr. Md. Abu Sayed Sarker, were the fresh

Sangskritik Biplabi Sangha auditorium
premises in the district town.

Starting from there, a rally paraded the
main streets of the town. After that, a dis-
cussion was held at the Sangskritik Biplabi
Sangha auditorium.

Artistes perform at the programme.
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dancer."

Madhuri, whose dance on the big
screen has swayed millions, says Kathak
is her favourite form of dance and "I am
in awe of Birju Maharaj-ji. I am an avid
fan. He is the ultimate Kathak dancer for

showon TV.

The actress says that in a dancer she
looks for personality, body language,
expression, movements and confidence.
"Expressions are very impor-
tant...sometimes one can dance with just
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Liton spoke at a discussion on the closing day.
Earlier, the films were also screened at Rajshahi
Medical College auditorium on February 14.

Director Tareque Masud was present on the opening
day. He also met with the university teachers and dis-
cussed film-related issues.

few Bollywood stars trained and guided  grow up some inhibitions come up," she
by Birju Maharaj. adds.
Madhuri got to work with Birju

fairs should be organised regularly at the upazila level to
promote the reading habit among the younger genera-
tion. Abu Hanifa, a college student said that rural people

central committee; Professor Urmila
Roy; Associate Professor Nawroz

central committee; Prodip Hore, former
secretary; Nurul Islam, vice president and

secretary of the newly formed executive
committee.
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book fair. A play titled "Ekusher Chetona and Atohpor” e * r N ; ' Wales-born Hollywood star Catherine posed together after the ceremony, with l?ﬁ Eﬁ}'}}'ﬁ A :‘;Eéﬁ? ”E'.i'ﬁ,;,ﬁ“?‘;‘upm
was staged marking the occasion. P> \:- A Zeta-Jones has been knighted by Prince  their eight-year-old daughter Carys and 2"5‘33 {Bﬂfﬂﬂlm 7:00 F:{fgn }?ﬁﬁﬂpm. 1:00am

At the inaugural ceremony of the fair, a discussion was W ' Charles for her contribution to cinema 11-year-old son Dylan also dressed am, 4:33" i) s News (Bangla): 9:00am,

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm 11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
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and was made a Commander of the
British Empire (CBE) in a ceremony in
London.

also held. Advocate Muslem Uddin, MP inaugurated the
fair as chief guest.

Presided over by president of Phulbaria Sahitya
Sangsad, Motalib Darbari, the opening ceremony was
addressed among others by Phulbaria Upazila Parishad
chairman, Anwar Hossain Badsha; Upazila Nirbahi
Officer Mohammad Rokon Uddin; Advocate Emdadul
Haque Selim; officer-in-charge of local police station Kazi
Saidur Rahman and Harun-ur-Rashid.

“Ashamapto Opekkha", a volume of poems written by
Rohul Amin was also launched on the occasion.
Eminent cultural personality Professor Shaheed Khan
unveiled the cover of the book at another function on
the inaugural day.

formally for the occasion.
The Swansea-born actress, who won
an Oscar for her role as Velma Kelly in
The 41-year-old actress and her hus-  the 2002 film "Chicago”, received her
band Michael Douglas arrived at the award from the Prince of Wales during
Buckingham palace with their children = which they had a quick chat.
Dylan and Carys for the ceremony, When the announcement of the
reported Daily Mail online. award was made last summer she said,
"The Mask of Zorro" star dressed for "[ am absolutely thrilled with this hon-
the occasion in a taupe skirt suit and a our. As a British subject, I feel incredibly
full hat complete with feathers. Her 66-  proud, at the same time it is over-
year-old husband, who recently over- whelming and humbling.”
came a cancer battle, was also suited
and booted for the event. The family
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GCatherine Zeta-Jones shows off her GBE award.
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A scene from “Runway”.



