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BERC
chairman's
appointment
illegal: HC
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The High Court has
declared the appointment
of Syed Yusuf Hossain as
chairman of Bangladesh
Energy Regulatory
Commission (BERC), and
his holding this office illegal
and unconstitutional

An HC bench delivered
the judgement on Thursday
following on a writ petition
that challenged the legality
of the appointment of Syed
Yusuf Hossain, a former
comptroller and auditor
general (CAG) of the coun-
try, and his holding the office
of BERC chairman.
The bench of Justice Nozrul
Islam Chowdhury and
Justice Naima Haider came
up with the verdict observ-
ing that Syed Yususf
Hossain, who earlier held
the post of CAG, which is
constitutional post, was not
eligible for the office of BERC
chairman, since this office is

service in the republic.
Petitioner's counsel

Advocate Dr Shahdeen
Malik told The Daily Stat that
he expected Syed Yusuf
Hossain to stop all his activi-
ties and using any privilege
and remuneration chairman
of BERC from February 24

following the HC verdict.
Syed Yusuf Hossain was

appointed chairman of BERC
for three years on October 11,
2009, and he joined the office
on October 13 of that year.
Taslim Uddin Ahmed, chair-
man of private organisation
Law and Development
Bangladesh, later in that
month filed the writ petition
as public interest litigation
challenging the legality of the
appointment of Yusuf.
Barrister M Amir-Ul Islam
appeared forYususf.
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Dr Pallavi Shah, president of International Inner Wheel, lights a candle at the inaugural ceremony of the 26th
Conference of Inner Wheel District 328 at Hotel Westin in the city yesterday. Also in picture are District Chairman
Tahera Muzaffar, Sophia Kabir, Dr Mazurul Hoque Choudhury, Dilruba Ahmed, and Akter Jahan.

PHOTO: STAR

City

$1B INDIAN CREDIT

The Daily Star

DHAKA SATURDAY FEBRUARY 26, 2011

3

Dhaka to pass on six

proposals to Delhi

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, NEW DELHI

Bangladesh will hand over to India next
week six proposals relating mainly to its
transport sector for utilisation of the one
billion dollar credit line, Finance Minister

AMA Mubhit said here yesterday.
He said ten proposals have already been

finalised and forwarded to the finance min-
istry, out of which six will be handed over to

Indiainaweek's time.
Replying to a question from a select group

of journalists here that there has been some
anxiety in Indian officialdom about
Bangladesh not coming up with the projects
to utilise the Indian credit line, the biggest
single dose of foreign assistance by India,
Muhit said, “Yes, it has taken some time to
finalise the proposals because everything
has to go through the procedure and
because it involves different ministries and

the approval of the planning commission.”
India had announced the credit line dur-

ing Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina'svisit to India in January 2010.
He said in all 22 to 25 proposals are under

the consideration of the Bangladesh govern-
ment and of them 19 entailing a total of 858
million dollars were under preparation.

The bigger proposals need preparation
and they will come up later. But six proposals
already finalised will be given to India in a
week's time”.

He said the six proposals to be given to
India next week are mainly in rail and road
sectors including purchase of rail engines,
coaches, and rolling stock, and one is in
power sector which is already under imple-

mentation.
Muhit, who was here to attend a South

Asian conference, is expected to meet Indian
Finance Minister Pranab Mukherjee today.

Spl allocation for
poor farmers urged
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Some agriculturists and NGO activists yesterday demanded
special budgetary allocation for marginal and ultra-poor

farmers to accelerate their agricultural productivity.
They also urged the government to formulate a compre-

hensive policy to reform the country's agricultural sector for

its betterment.
They made the call at a view-exchange meeting jointly

organised by Nagorik Sanghati, Campaign for Sustainable
Rural Livelihoods (CSRL), and Karmojibi Nari at Mukti

Bhaban in the city.
Agriculture scientist Dr Gool Hossain demanded the

government's stimulus package for group farming rather

than individual farming for better production.
Dr Sharminddo Nilormi, associate professor of econom-

ics of Jahangirnagar University, said development of agricul-
ture-based industries will bring good for both farmers and
agriculture. In the chair, CSRL member secretary Ziaul
Haque Mukta recommended making the Bangladesh
Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC) more active

and allocation for agriculture research.
Bangladesh Khet-Majur Samity president

Shamsuzzaman Selim, Nagorik Uddyog general secretary
Sharifuzzaman Shairf, and agriculturist Alauddin PK also
spoke at the function.
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Coming out tomorrow - Star Campus

Linking Young Minds Together

The Daily Star offers campus based
weekly magazine 'Star Campus' - the
ultimate magazine for the young
generation - a common platform for
the college and university students
and academicians - to share their ideas,
thoughts, dreams, opinions and views.
Star Campus is an endeavour to bring
into the center stage the visionary
aspects of our college and university
students, alongside their lifestyle,

cultural trends and their
multidimensional talents.

Star Campus is a magazine broadly
based on campus life! It contains articles,
academic news, achievements,
travelogues, interviews, book reviews,
guiz, milestones, academic tips, profiles
of educational institutes, cultural and
extra-curricular activities in campus,
jokes, cartoons, photographs and much
more. This is a magazine Of the
Students, By the Students and For the

Students.

Partnership
formed to
offer low-cost
healthcare
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Mohakhali-based Aysha
Memorial Specialised
Hospital yesterday teamed
up with India's second-
largest hospital chain,
Fortis Healthcare, to facili-
tate quality health services
to people at affordable
cost.

Under the partnership,
made at a workshop at the
city's Sonargaon hotel,
Fortis Group will train the
doctors and nurses of Aysha
Memorial Specialised
Hospital, said Priti
Chakrabarty, chairman of
the specialised hospital.

Set up in 2001, Fortis
Group maintains a network
of 68 hospitals in seven
countries to become the
fastest growing hospital
chain in India.

Dr Ashok Seth, chair-
man of cardiology council
of Fortis Group of
Hospitals, said, “Through
the partnership, we will be
able to deliver high stan-
dard services.”

As the chief guest, Prof Dr
Syed Modasser Ali, health
adviser to the prime minis-
ter, said the country's
enterpreneurs have to come
forward to in the health
sector to build better and
standard health services.

Prof Dr Pran Gopal
Datta, vice chancellor of
Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujib Medical University;
Prof Dr A R Khan, adviser to
a caretaker government;
Munir Ahmed Khan, man-
aging director of Aysha
Memorial Specialised
Hospital; Dr Ashis Kumar
Chakraborty, its director;
and Ahmad-Al-Kabir,
chairman of Rupali Bank
Ltd, also spoke on the occa-
sion.

BNP to gear-up movement
winning SCBA polls

RAKIB HASNET SUMAN

Aiming to forge a strong anti-government
movement soon, the main opposition BNP
is going to push all out for winning the
upcoming election of Supreme Court Bar

Association (SCBA).
Party leaders hope court premises would

be the centre of the movement if the election

results favour them once again.
“The government will have to face tough

challenges on issues like constitution
amendment and appointment of judges and
BNP will side with people to intensify the

movement,” said aseniorleader of the party.
Chairperson Khaleda Zia has asked party

high-ups to work for the panel led by
Khandaker Mahbub Hossain, also the incum-

bent SCBA president, party insiders said.
She held several meetings with senior

lawyers and leaders to find out a strategy to

win the election scheduled for March 30 and

31, theyadded.
While talking to The Daily Star Mahbub

said, “BNP men are being tortured across the

country and it will be good for the party if our
panel wins the poll. That is why we are seri-
ous about the election.”

The SCBA recently staged demonstra-
tions against a few decisions of the chief
justice forcing him to meet its demands,
noted Mahbub adding, if reelected they
would continue this role to ensure rule of law

and democracy.
BNP standing committee member Rafiqul

Islam Miah said the Bar association will play a
vital role to build a democratic society. “Both
people and lawyers are disappointed with
government's performance which will be
reflected in the forthcoming poll.”

Rafiqul, also president of pro-BNP lawyers'
organisation Jatiyatabadi Ainjibi Forum,
noted the Bar association will have to be vocal
torealise the demands ofthe people.

According to party sources, the opposi-
tion leader is happy with the performance of
the incumbent committee voicing dissent
on some crucial issues like Khaleda's former
residence in Dhaka cantonment.

Probe attacks
on indigenous
people

Urges CHT commission
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Co-chairs of Chittagong Hill
Tracts (CHT) Commission
requested the government
to form a high-level impar-
tial commission to investi-
gate recent attacks on indig-
enous people by Bangalee
settlers in Langadu,

Rangamati, Baghaihat and
Khagrachhari.
In a statement, they also

sought punishment of the
attackers as well as those
who backed them.

The statement, signed by
Eric Avebury, Sultana Kamal
and Ida Nicolaisen,
expressed deep concern and
alleged that the military
force repeatedly helped
Bangalee settlers carrying
out such attacks.
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Admission Open For Summer 2010-1 '
Admission Exam : March 13, 2011 (Sunday)

AT AIUB WE NURTURE YOUR CREATIVE AND ARTISTIC SID
IN SUCH A WAY THAT YOU ARE READY TO REVOLUTIONIZE

THE WAY OF ALL FUTURE COMMUNICATIONS........

Enroll @ AIUB’S

BA in Advertising & BA in Mass Communication & Media Arts

ADMISSION INFORMATION OFFICE:

83/B, Road 4, Kemal Ataturk Avenue, Banani
Phone: 8815387,9897387,8811749,9894229 01711-334-520, 01741-141-355

Ext.100, 200; Email: info@aiub.edu

(From 10am to 10pm)

Hotline for Advertising & MCMA Only:; -

45 schools are fighting it out in the online
arena of Brain Brats. Keep logging in to
www.champs21.com/dailystar and keep
your eyes on The Knowledge Corner (Page
2), The Daily Star. Log in and fight on to win
awesome prizes, like a trip to Kuala Lumpur
or a cool Asus laptop or a camera.
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