Confined Irish
nding the
bright side

ISUR RAHMAN

FP The Irish cricketers have mainly been confined
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&y o the team hotel and the practice sessions for

’?’,Aﬁ‘fg the last seven days and they have hardly had

icc cricket World cup the chance to see Dhaka, one of the host cities
for the ICCWorld Cup 2011.

And with so little to do, the most entertainment the Irish
have derived in this trip have been from their escorted tours
to and from the stadium and their trip from the airport to the
hotel, all of which have come amidst heavy security.

GaryWilson is one of four cricketers in this team who had
earlier visited Bangladesh to play the U-19 Cricket World
Cup seven years ago. He is now part of the senior Ireland side
and termed Dhaka a 'cleaner city' compared to his last visit
in2004.

“Since I was here seven years ago for the Under-19 World
Cup and now Dhaka seems much cleaner. It goes to show
how important the World Cup is to this city,” said Wilson
during yesterday's practice session at the Mirpur Indoor
facility.

The 25-year backup wicketkeeper was also impressed
watching the opening ceremony and was ecstatic at being
able to catch the impromptu aerial cricket match being
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" Niggling injuries
mar practice

SPORTS REPORTER

:5@ F)rl Injuries to paceman Shafiul

%= -/} Islam and opener Imrul Kayes
7 g&‘! hogged the spotlight in the
R,

Icc cricket World cup Tigers' practice session at the

201 Sher-e-Bangla National
Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

Lanky paceman Shafiul fell awkwardly
on his right shoulder while trying to clutch a
high catch while Imrul was hit by a short ball
from Nazmul Hossain in the nets on his
forearm.

Thankfully, physio Michael Henry con-
firmed that there was nothing serious with
the injuries.

“Shafiul is alright. He had an awkward
fall on his right shoulder. We have putice on
it and we are not really concerned. We ran a
few tests on him and we had a look. It was as

we suspected, a fall. He is not ruled out for

the Friday's game (against Ireland),” said
Henryon Shafiul's injury.

The bowler himself was also not worried
with the injury and instead was looking
forward to getting back the rhythm against
Ireland in their second Group B match after
a poor show against India in the opening
match.

“It's a very minor injury. We hope every-
thing will be okay tomorrow. There is noth-
ing serious. I am now looking forward to
making a comeback in Friday's game
against Ireland. It can happen that a crick-
eter experiences a bad day and for me it was
a bad day against India,” said a confident
Shafiul, who struggled with his line
a n d g length against the

vaunted $ Indian batting
line-up - J;a}-‘}.r} conceding

175 :
69 runs ﬂh A in seven
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impressed them the most.
Like others Ireland's media manager Barry Chambers

confessed that he felt like a political leader given the way they
are being escorted by police on the traffic-free roads. Assistant
coach Pete Johnston was also surprised at how quickly they
got to their hotel from the airport after breezing through cus-
tom enquiries on the day of the opening ceremony:.

SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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Venue
New Delhi

Match Time
South Africa vWest Indies ~ 3:00pm
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INJURIES STRIKE TIGERS: (L) Bangladesh opening batsman Imrul Kayes puts an ice-bag around his forearm while (R) pacer Shafiul Islam grimaces in pain after hurting his shoulder
during a practice session at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium in Mirpur yesterday.

South Africans, how many of them?

REAZUR RAHMAN ROHAN

) ) The South Africans have done a fine
5 5 }j job i_n this World Cup, without even
'T,ﬂt._.“‘-_ playing a match. They take on West
tec cricket Wortd cup Incdies in New Delhi today but the

2011 eternal chokers have a phantom
team running side-by-side just to make sure that
someone ends up winning the trophy. Does this
plan seem implausible?

Calling it a 'team’ is obviously a joke but it's
true that there are 26 South African cricketers in
this tournament and you have guessed correctly:
not all are playing for South Africa.

While the birthplace of Kevin Pietersen and
Jonathan Trott are much-documented, two other
England players were also born in South Africa.
Skipper Andrew Strauss and Matt Prior were both

born in Johannesburg while Pietersen was born in
Pietermaritzburg and had famously played
against England in 1999 for Natal.

There are more South Africans doing their

business in the sub-continent this month, the
Netherlands side having six South Africa-born
players in their star performer Ryan ten
Doeschate, wicketkeeper Wesley Barresi and
Alexei Kervezee, Brad Kruger, Bernard Loots, Eric
Szwarazynski. You can even find a few more South
Africans in the Ireland side that is operating in
Dhaka at the moment -- Andre Botha and Albert
van der Merwe -- while Alex Cusack and Trent
Johnston (Australia) and Nigel Jones (New
Zealand) are hardly authentic Irish. The Dutch
also have one player each from Australia (Tom
Cooper) and New Zealand (captain Peter Borren).

One might have thought that South Africa is
the greatest exporters of cricketing talent but who
can keep the sub-continent away from cricket
(and migration)? One team has more than half the
players from this region.

Canada has six Indian-born (captain Ashish
Bagai, Harvir Baidwan, Balaji Rao, Parth Desai,
Jimmy Hansra and Hiral Patel), three Pakistani-
born (Rizwan Cheema, Khurram Chohan, Hamza
Tarig) and one born in Sri Lanka (Ravindu
Gunasekara). To give it a perfect cosmopolitan
feel, Canada has three local born and a player
each from Australia, Jamaica and of all places,
Uganda. No wonder they are called the United

Nations cricket team!
Tanmay Mishra, the Kenya batsman, is Indian
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Sri Lanka bans
violent song

AFP, Colombo

A World Cup song which
carries threats against
defending champions
Australia as well as earth-
quake-hit New Zealand has
been banned on orders of
the Sri Lankan president.
The song warns that
Ricky Ponting's Australians
will end up as bird food
while New Zealanders, still
reeling from the
Christchurch quake, could
have their jaws broken.
President Mahinda
SEE PAGE 17 COL 2
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tendency to falter, whgn it matters. In
If]cltl:nl: Eg:;tlﬂ; Amlca}rwill lead their batting along
with Smith and Kallis. Three world class bowlers
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unless they face a Gayle Hurricane.

Send your analysis (in 100 words) on Bangladesh - Ireland
match to analysisl11@ovi.com. The best analysis will
be published tomorrow.

Download Cricket Free Hit from
http://store.ovi.com
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