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ADP efforts fall far
short of target

REJAUL KARIM BYRON
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Development Programme (ADP) in the
first seven months of the current fiscal
year was only 33 percent of the total
allocation due to the government's
failure to use foreign aid properly.

The government took an ambitious
ADP target of Tk 38,500 crore this fiscal
year (FY), but the implementation rate
has so far remained less than the last
fiscal year's 35 percent.

The planning ministry and Eco-
nomic Relations Division (ERD) held
several meetings with the ministries
concerned to discuss the issue, and the
ministries and divisions said the
implementation was delayed due to
strict conditions imposed by the devel-
opment partners.

However, an official of the planning
ministry told The Daily Star that it was
easy to blame the donors' conditions
for the low implementation as it helps
exempt the ministries and divisions
from their responsibilities.

The official said inefficiency, prac-
tice of collusion, and the delay in bid-
ding are standing in the way of improv-
ingthe ADP implementation rate.

An official of the ERD said they will
arrange a review meeting next month
with the finance minister in the chair,
where the ministries concerned will
have to answer for their failures.

The size of the current fiscal year's
ADP is 36 percent higher than the last
year's revised one. In the first seven
months of the current FY, Tk 12,641
crore has been spent, whereas it was Tk
10,707 crore in the same period of the

ADP IMPLEMENTATION RATE

m Total mLocal resource M Project aid

(First seven months of each fiscal year)

PERCENT

2008 2009

last FY.

The utilisation of local resources
increased by 46 percent and the minis-
tries spent Tk 9,214 crore, but the pro-
ject aid utilisation was Tk 3,427 crore --
22 percent lower than the last fiscal
year.

Important ministries and divisions
including power, health and family
welfare are lagging behind the average
implementation rate.

Ten ministries and divisions spent
80 percent of their total ADP alloca-
tion. According to planning ministry
statistics, the highest achievers in the
utilisation were the local government
division at 43 percent, primary and
mass education ministry at 55 per-
cent, education ministry at 44 per-
cent, and agriculture ministry at 39

2010 2011

percent,

Of the low performers, the power
division utilised 25 percent, health and
family welfare ministry 24 percent,
roads and highways 24 percent, water
resources ministry 20 percent, bridge
division 11 percent and energy and
mineral resources division 16 percent.

Due to the low utilisation, the gov-
ernment will soon revise the ADP and
will take decision on slashing the ADP
in the meeting of the National Eco-
nomic Council.

Officials said, though project aid will
see a big cut, the local resources alloca-
tion will get a boost as the number of
projects has shot up. Economists said
small number of projects should be
taken and emphasis should be given on
their quickimplementation.
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Law to safequard
regional products

SOHEL PARVEZ

Fazli, a mango variety, and
Rajshahi, a district in the north,
are almost synonymous, since
the region is famous as the sole
origin of the delicious summer
fruit.

The words -- Fazli of Rajshahi,
curds of Bogra and Jamdani sari
of Sonargaon -- give the custom-
ers a feeling of assurance, as the
items speak of genuineness and
high quality when those are
tagged with the names of the
places.

But if the sellers try to play a
trick, it will be difficult for a new
buyer to get the right product of
the specificregion.

Here comes the government to
help out, and now frames a law to
safeguard the products that give
unique identity to their birth-
places.

The new law is expected to
protect consumers from the
deception of buying counterfeit
products. [t will also allow the real
producers, artisans and weavers
oftheregions to get fair prices.

The draft of the new law is at
the final stage and may be put in
place this year, according to Md
Enamul Hoque, registrar of
Department of Patents, Designs
and Trademarks (DPDT).

It is the first time Bangladesh is
going to frame such alaw to recog-
nise the producers or community
of different geographical loca-
tions, which have earned fame by
making products with special

qualities and characteristics.

Sari of Tangail, Rash Malai of
Comilla, and Kachagolla of
Natore are some of such prod-
ucts.

After the enactment of the law,
these products along with many
others produced or made in cer-
tain locations will bear the marks
of their Geographical Indications
(GI).

Officials at DPDT said GI is a
type of intellectual property in
line with the provisions of TRIPS
(Trade Related Aspects of Intel-
lectual Property Rights) agree-
ment.

They said international pro-
tection of GI has become an
important marketing tool for
branding products in the global
economy following the TRIPS
agreement.

Already many countries
including neighbouring India
have framed laws to protect prod-
ucts that originate from particu-
lar locality and have earned popu-
larity due to certain qualities and
characteristics.

Compared with other coun-
tries, Bangladesh is late in recog-
nising these products.

Hoque said Bangladesh has a
lot of GI products and these prod-
ucts will be registered after the
enactment ofthelaw.

Already DPDT has begun col-
lecting information about GI
products across the country. "We
have received some information
from different districts," he said.

He cited Hazari Gur (molasses)

of Manikganj and different types
of sweets that are made in certain
locations. These include: Cham
Cham of Porabari, Tangail,
Manda of Muktagachha,
Kachagolla of Natore and honey
of the Sundarbans.

Already, on the global market,
various consumer goods from
certain countries have earned
brand value and popularity.

"We will be benefited if we can
promote our GI products inter-
nationally,” said Hoque, adding
that Dilmabh tea of Sri Lanka and
coffee of Ethiopia have earned
brand value.

"If we can build a brand image
of our GI products, our export
earnings will increase," he said.

According to the DPDT regis-
trar, the law to be named as 'The
Geographical Indication of
Goods (Registration and Protec-
tion) Act', will open scope for
community or producers of these
areas to register the names of
these products for GI
authorisation.

For commercial purposes, the
producers of that region will be
able to use the Gl identity or reg-
istration mark on their products.

"It will safeguard consumers
from being cheated as it will help
stop counterfeiting of products of
specific geographic region,” he
said.

According to Hoque, the law
will have provision of punish-
ment for infringement of rights.

sohel@thedailystar.net

hc

grameenphone

VOICE NEWS SERVICE

8
Rxa—{!

o
=

SOLAR

69, Suhrawardhy Avenue, Baridhara, Dhaka
01811444224, 01811444244

242 Gulshan Link Road, Dhaka 1208
t: 8822511-2. m: 01713 186 770-1

Elevate your home decor with

designer furniture from

K O D A

Singapore

www.kubebd.com

e 1

T
www.mutualtrustbank.com

MTB RUEY

Pleasure of Being Unique

-
o

Exclusive Savings Account for Women

~~] TBpam Gt T Ffde

~1 Mutual Trust Bank Ltd.
you caw bank on ux

2MMBUNDG

Visit Samsung Brand Shop or Distributors’ outlets. | Authorized Distributors:

Watch your TV
come alive!

With Samsung 3D LED TV, enjoy viewing
like never before.

» 3D Hyper Real Engine
* Wide Color Enhancer Plus
* Mega Contrast Ratio

‘.Ih _-_ — I - -
. N g R
= e R e .

- - - —— E

L -
L e el
- - | = = .
- o _—
* i

electra SINGE

IIIIIIIIIIIIIII

y TRANSCOM
EF BAMSOE - HOEE CHOE O =1: [ar

Bitopi/Leo Burnett/190/36/11



