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2(G SCAM PROBE

Indian police quiz
tycoon, politician

AFP, New Delhi

The chairman of India's Videocon Group
and his politician brother were questioned
by the country's top police agency yesterday
as the probe into a suspected multi-billion

dollar telecom scam widened.
Venugopal Dhoot, chairman of the indus-

trial conglomerate Videocon and his
brother, Rajkumar Dhoot, a member of
Parliament from the Indian state of
Maharashtra, "were examined in Delhi as
part of an ongoing investigation into the 2G

scam," a police spokesman told AFP.
Yesterday's questioning by the Central

Bureau of Investigation (CBI) is part of the
probe into the government's allegedly
fraudulent sale of second-generation (2G)
mobile licenses at cut price rates to favoured

companies in 2008.
The national auditor last year said that

irregularities in awarding the sought-after
licences cost the exchequer up to $40 billion

inlost revenues.
Dhoot, who runsVideocon, a conglomer-

ate that includesVideocon Mobiles, is one of
several high-profile tycoons with interests in
the telecom business to be questioned by the

CBlrecently.
Last week the CBI questioned the chief

executive of the Essar conglomerate,
Prashant Ruia, and the Indian billionaire,
Anil Ambani as part ofits probe.

Telecom minister A. Raja was arrested
along with two former aides earlier this
month, as was a senior executive of one of
India's biggest real estate firms DB Realty,
which has a joint telecom venture with Abu

Dhabi's Etisalat.
All the individuals and companies under

investigation have denied any wrongdoing.

US gunman a CIA

agent
Says Pak intelligence

AFP, Islamabad

PHOTO: AFP
Activists of Pakistan's outlawed religious party the Jamaat-ud Dawa shout slogans dur-
ing a protest against arrested US national Raymond Davis, in Lahore yesterday.

militants.

A Pakistani intelligence official said yesterday that an
American in custody for killing two men was an undercover
CIA contractor, in remarks likely to inflame a crisis with the
United States.

Washington insists that Raymond Davis, who says he
acted in self-defence, is a member of its Islamabad
embassy's "administrative and technical staff® who has
diplomatic immunity and should be released immediately.

But the unpopular government in Pakistan is under huge
pressure from the political opposition not to cave in to US
demands, with analysts even warning that the case could
bring down the ruling Pakistan People's Party (PPP).

"Itis beyond any shadow of a doubt that he was working for
CIA," an official from Pakistan's Inter-Services Intelligence
(ISI) agency told AFP on condition of anonymity.

"He's on contract. He's not a regular CIA guy, but he's work-
ing for CIA. That's confirmed," the Pakistani official said.

Pakistan's powerful intelligence services and military
have been angered by accusations that they support Taliban
and Al-Qaeda-linked networks fighting US troops in
Afghanistan, and need to do more to eliminate Islamist

CRIMES AGAINST HUMANITY
Congo colonel gets

20 years for rape

AP, Baraka

US drone kills
5 militants in
Pakistan

AFP, Peshawar

A US drone attack late on

A Congolese court sentenced an army colonel to 20 years in
prison yesterday, convicting him of crimes against humanity
in the highest-profile sexual violence case ever tried in this

nation where thousands are brutally raped each year.
The trial held in a torridly hot makeshift courtroom in the

lakeside village of Baraka marks the first time a commanding

officer has been tried for such a crime.

Prosecutors had sought the death penalty for Lt. Col.
Mutuare Daniel Kibibi, 46, who was accused of ordering his
troops to attack the village of Fizi on New Year's Day where
doctors later treated 62 women for rape. One woman testi-
fied that Kibibi himself raped her for 40 minutes.

As the defendants were being led away in handcuffs,
hundreds of people jeered at them, booed and shook their
fists. Some shouted, "Kibibi! You thought you could get away
with this! Now you are going to jail!" and "You must pay for

your crimes!”

Kibibi, who is married with eight children, was convicted
of four counts of crimes against humanity but will serve no
more than 20 years in prison. He denies all the charges and
says the court testimony by his bodyguards was all part of a

plot to denigrate him.

Sunday killed at least five
militants in northwest
Pakistan's lawless South
Waziristan tribal district,
officials said.

The drone strike was the
first since a US gunman shot
and killed two Pakistanis in
the eastern city of Lahore on
January 27, triggering a
diplomatic row between
Pakistan and its key terror

ally the United States.
"Five militants were killed

in the strike," a military
official told AFE. "The target
was a house used by mili-
tants," he added, requesting
anonymity.

An intelligence official
who confirmed the attack
put the toll at six dead and
three wounded.

Taliban bomber kills
31 at Afghan office

AFP, Kunduz

A Taliban suicide bomber struck an Afghan government
office yesterday, killing 31 people and raising to more than

100 the death toll from a surge in high-profile bomb attacks.
A string of insurgent attacks has targeted civilians and

government forces over the last three weeks, just a few

months before limited withdrawals of US-led Nato forces are

dueto startin July.
Yesterday's attack took place as people queued outside a

district office in Imam Sahib in the northern province of

Kunduz to collect new identity cards and other paperwork.
Insurgents have made increasing inroads into the north,

expanding from their traditional power bases in the south
and east, along the Pakistan border, as they press a nine-year

insurgency against the government and US-led troops.
District governor Mohammad Ayob Haqyar said a suicide

attacker detonated his explosives in the waiting area.
"The number of people killed in the suicide blast rose to

31," he said. "Some of the critically wounded also died in

hospital. Thirty-nine people are wounded."
Officials locally and in Kabul said that all of the dead were

thought to be civilians.
A local man, Mohammad Ismail, described the scene in

the hospital where the wounded were being treated as cha-
otic.

MUMBAI ATTACK

Indian High Court upholds
death sentence to Kasab

PTI1, Mumbai

The Bombay High Court yesterday con-
firmed the death penalty to 26/11 terrorist
Ajmal Kasab, terming the case as rarest of
rare and holding there was “no scope of

reform” of the convict.
“There is no scope of reform or rehabilita-

tion of the convicted accused. It is a rarest of
rare case and the court cannot be more
confident than it is today that death penalty
must be given,” a division Bench of Justices
Ranjana Desai and R V More observed,
upholding the death sentence to 24-year-old
Kasab.

“Aapko saza-e-maut yeh adalat barkarar
karti hai. Aap Supreme Court mein appeal
zari kar sakte hain (Your death sentence is
upheld. You can appeal before the Supreme
Court,” Justice Desai told a bearded Kasab,
clad in a spotless white kurta and sporting a

grin, through video conferencing.
The court upheld Kasab's conviction on

all charges including multiple murders,
conspiracy and waging war against the
nation.

The confirmation comes nine months
after the lone 26/11 terrorist captured alive
was ordered to be sent to the gallows by the

trial court on May 6, last year.
The court, however, dismissed the

Maharashtra government's petition against
the acquittal of two Indians Faheem Ahmed
Ansari and Mohammad Sabauddin Ahmed,
accused of aiding the commission of the

crime.
“We are with the trial court's observation

that there is no corroboration of evidence to
prove involvement of Faheem Ansari and
Sabauddin Ahmed in the case,” the judge-
ment said.

“Kasab has never shown any remorse
after his arrest and we have observed that
even on video conference he has not shown
any signs of regret,” Justice Desai said read-
ing out the judgement for the Bench.

Rape victim kills herselt

FROM PAGE 1
Adibashi Parishad.
After being raped by nine indigenous

men on April 4 last year, the victim filed a
complaint with Godagari Police Station,
accusing Kallus Mardi, Nirmol Murmu,
Julian Mardi, Jewel Mardi, Semon
Hembrom, Simon Murmu, Porimol Soren,

Ilias Murmu and Ranjan Mardi.
She was denied justice as the accused

managed to lure her family into a Tk 1.40
lakh out-of-court settlement, the Adibashi
leader said adding the accused are influen-

tialin local indigenous community.

As part of the settlement, the girl's family
married her off to one of the accused, Nirmol
Murmu, adding to her torment.

Soon after the accused made sure they
were out of judicial proceedings, Nirmol
divorced the girl, said Rabindranath

Soren.
The victim, a class-five student of Novera

Surshuni Christian Missionary School,
attempted suicide several times since the
settlement on November 24, said her

brother-in-law Jacob Soren.
On Thursday, Serafina was taken to

Rajshahi Medical College Hospital with
burns all over her body. Just two days later,

her family took her back home.
Rabindranath Soren alleged the accused

rapists had forced the family to take Serafina
from the hospital though doctors suggested
that her treatment should continue.

Titu to get Tamim's jersey

FROM PAGE 1
of interest from both within and beyond the

cricketing community.

The photo of the teenaged beggar,
snapped by The Daily Star's deputy chief
photographer Anisur Rahman in Karwan
Bazar on Sunday, saw the office yesterday
flooded with a bevy of phone calls querying
the whereabouts and situation of Titu.

Dashing Bangladesh opener Tamim Igbal
was the most prominent of the callers, and
the left-hander pledged his Bangladesh
World Cup jersey for young Titu.

"I want to donate the jersey that I wore
against India," said Tamim. "I am also talk-
ing to all of my teammates to see if we can do
something more for him," said the
Bangladesh vice-captain.

Apart from Tamim, the phones at The
Daily Star were ringing off the hook, with well-
wishers trying to find more information and,

if possible, do their bit for the young man.
Nargis Rahman, a housewife from

Eskaton, was the first caller to offer her help.
She wanted to buy a wheelchair for Titu, who
lost his legs in a bus accident a couple of
years back. Many others came up with offers
ranging from cash help to building a tin-

shed house.
Titu, who supports a younger brother and

a sister with his meagre earnings from beg-
ging, was spotted by photographer Anisur
on Sunday. The teenager who resides in a
slum behind the FDC (Film Development
Corporation) used his entire earnings of two
days to trump up the 135 taka he needed to
buy a Bangladesh team jersey from Karwan

Bazar on Saturday.
"l really enjoy cricket a lot,” he told

Anisur, adding that he too had been caught
up in the World Cup fever. "I hope
Bangladesh do verywell in the World Cup.”

Fresh clashes
erupt in
Ivory Coast

AFP, Abidjan

Fresh clashes erupted
between supporters of the
Ivory Coast'srival presidents

Office of the Director

Invitation for Tender

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Sir Salimullah Medical College Mitford Hospital, Dhaka.
Memo. NO. MH/MSR Equip./2010-11/11/4296

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from bonafide Experienced Importers/Agent/Suppliers/distributors to Supply
MSR Equlpmant (Code:6813) as per PPA-2006 & PPR-ZG!JS Terms & conditions are as follows:-

Dated:20/02/2011

VACANCY NOTICE

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces a vacancy for the
following positions of "Poverty Environment and Climate Mainstreaming" project.

1. Training, Knowledge Management & Communication Expert (SB-4 level, 1 post)

2. Planning Expert
3. Project Secretary

The duration of the Service Contract is one year initially, subject to renewal on an annual basis upon

satisfactory performance and availability of funds.

For details of the Job Description and instructions to apply for the above positions, please visit our
website: http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Applications should be received no later than on Tuesday,

08 March 2011.

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Female candidates are particularly encouraged to apply.
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Bangladesh 26. | Address of Official Inviting Tender | Sir Salmmlfall Medlcal C'u!lc e:hhtfurd H{Emt&] Dhakal i AT e
27. | Contact details of Official Inviting Tender | Tel. No. 7317466 | Fax No. ?3 19006 | [ | ermail ; miﬂﬂfﬂﬂhﬂﬁ-ﬂﬂhl Hﬂ\'bﬂ”
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( -4 1ovel, pﬂﬂt} b. Ifthe date of selling, receiving or opening of tenders is disturbed under any unavoidable circumstances, the next working day will be
(SB-1 level, 1 post) applicable for the same respectively.
¢. Tender schedule 'or any item/specification can not be modified/altered by the tenderer, ﬂ
d. ltemwise gquantity mentioned in the schedule may be increased/dicreased.
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