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AT GRAMMYS

The 53rd version of the music awards
saw stars pay tribute to their mentors
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Import relaxed
for essentials

Govt acts further to rein back price spike

REJAUL KARIM BYRON and
HAsSAN JAHID TUSHER

The government has started taking a num-
ber of steps to cut the prices of essentials

including edible oil, rice and sugar.
The steps include reducing import VAT

(value added tax) on edible oil from 15
percent to 10 percent, increasing rice and
wheat stocks through import and loan
facility for importing essentials, a secre-
tary, seeking anonymity, told The Daily
Star.

A high profile emergency meeting
chaired by Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina

approved the measures at her secretariat

office yesterday.

The meeting agreed to cut the cost of
refining sugar and relax terms and condi-
tions of Public Procurement Regulations
(PPR) for quickimport of daily essentials.

The two-hour meeting also decided to
toughen the Anti-Hoarding Act and moni-

toring on hoarding.
Asked about the meeting output, the

finance minister told reporters that the
prime minister would soon brief the
media about the resolutions. He declined

tosayany further.
SEE PAGE 13 COL 7

Fake ticket
makers held

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A Rapid Action Battalion
mobile court yesterday
busted a printing press

Fanftare hits
tever pitch

- SPORTS REPORTER

producing fake tickets of
World Cup cricket and
arrested four persons in
this connection at Nanda
Kumar Datta road in the
capital's Chawkbazar
area.

SEE PAGE 13 COL 8 .

* Dhaka is now base camp for four
- international cricket teams:
: Pakistan, England, Canada and, of
- course, Bangladesh. Bangladesh,
Pakistan and England all held prac- /€€ Cricket World Cup

- tice sessions at different times at
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Zahurul Alam reflects on the
military’s role in Egypt's politics

PAGE 15

Agitated stockmarket investors vandalised this building in front of Dhaka Stock
Exchange in the capital after the bourse suffered another price plunge yesterday.
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END OF ELPHENOMENON

Brazilian legend Ronaldo quits all

forms of football

STOCKS DI1P FURTHER

Rowdy protests on street

PM orders home ministry to identify the culprits

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

At least 60 people were detained in
Motijheel area of the capital yester-
day during violent clashes between
retail investors and police after the
stockmarket saw a massive fall for

the fifth dayinarow.
“Around 50 to 60 people were

detained on charge of their involve-

ment in street vandalism in the
area,” said Harun-Or-Rashid, assis-
tant sub-inspector and duty officer
of Motijheel Police Station.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at the weekly cabinet
meeting yesterday directed Home
Minister Sahara Khatun to identify
those involved in street vandalism
over the stockmarket plunge.

PAGE 19
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"Where do demonstrators get
sticks and effigies to burn just only
five minutes into the opening of

trading?” the premier asked.
She also directed the home min-

ister to pick them and learn how
much they invested in the capital

market.
A senior BNP leader was blamed
SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

Aga Khan

spoke for
Arabic as
solution

SYED BADRUL AHSAN

Ratan Lal Chakrabarty,
like Badruddin Umar, has
done truly commendable
scholarly work on the
language movement, per
courtesy of course of
Bangla Academy. His
extremely informative
Bhasha Andoloner

Dolilpotro (Documents of
SEE PAGE 13 COL 4

Ekushey Padak
goes to 13

Bss, Dhaka

Thirteen distinguished
personalities have been
nominated for Ekushey
Padak-2011 for their spe-
cial contributions to the

society and the country.
Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina will hand over the
prestigious award to the

persons in Osmani
SEE PAGE 13 COL 6

Social
Cause

The Board of Directors of Dutch-Bangla Bank
has decided to offer dividend for the bank's
foreign and public shareholders for the year
2010. They have also decided not to offer
dividend for the local sponsoring shareholders.

Instead, the local sponsoring shareholders'
dividend proceeds will be used to create the
largest scholarship program in Bangladesh.
Starting now, the amount will increase annually
and within 5 years this gesture will culminate to

Taka 102 crore .o
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