Case against

Mosharrat
discharged

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
discharged Awami League
leader and former housing
and public works minister
Engineer Mosharraf Hossain
in connection with a graft
case filed against him in
August 2002.

Judge Mohammad Abdul
Mazid of the Special Court
for Dhaka Division passed
the order as it did not find
any elements to frame
charge against him.

In his order, the judge
said the High Court had
earlier quashed the trial
proceedings of the case
against former forest and
environment minister and
now Deputy Leader of the
House Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury. So, Mosharraf
was discharged from the
corruption charges, the
judge said.
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Bangladesh enjoying
real democracy: Pyatt

Geoffrey Pyatt calls on Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasinaatherofficeyesterday.  pHoTo: PID

UNB, Dhaka

The United States described present democ-
racy in Bangladesh as “real democracy” and
highly appreciated Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's leadership in strengthening the
democratic institutions.

This was stated by Geoffrey Pyatt, princi-
pal deputy assistant secretary of state for
the Bureau of South and Central Asian
Affairs of USA, during a courtesy call on
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her office
yesterday morning.

Geoffrey Pyatt said USA also appreciated
the government initiatives and achieve-

ments in countering terrorism and estab-
lishing peace, said Prime Minister's Press
Secretary Abul Kalam Azad.

In reply, the prime minister thanked USA
and other friendly countries for their sup-
ports to restore democracy.

She said her party and the government
want a strong and pro-people opposition in
and outside the parliament. “We want
opposition party joins the parliament and
play its role as a strong opposition,” said
Hasina.

The assistant secretary of state also
expressed US President Barack Obama's
keen interest to work closely with the
countries of the South and South Eastern
Asia for expediting economic emancipa-
tion.

As Geoffrey Pyatt eulogized Hasina's
role in tackling the global climate change,
the prime minister sought the US govern-
ment's assistances for Bangladesh in this
regard. The prime minister also sought
increased US investment in Bangladesh.
Pyarr assured her of continuing investment
hereinlarger volume.
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Venue: Bangabandhu International Conference Centre (Hall of Fame)

Date & Time: 018 February @ 7:30 pm
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