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The Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) - 62 Years Journey
Engr. Md. Nurul Huda

Background of formation of The Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh: 1947 -1948

Association of Engineers, Eostern Pokistan was formed in the 1st General Meefing held on 30th November, 1947 in the office of E
then Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle, C&W Deportment, Eost Bengal Government. Mr. Hason Ali, Hon'ble Miniser, in-charge
Works presided over the mesting. Twenly eight members aitended the meeting who coniributed/promised to confribute Rs. 2815.
expenses of the newly formed Associafion. In the meeting following decisions were foken

r. M.A. Jobbar, the
Communicofion &
for running the initial

a. "Resolved that we the Engineers of Easlern Pakistan form ourselves info an Association for the time-being fill the constitution of the Institule of
Engineers of Pokistan hos been drafted in consuliation with the Western Pokiston and other allied institutions.”

b. A six member Ad-hoc committea was formed fo move the matter ond summon the Draft Constitution Committee within a
months. Khan Bohodur Engr. Md. Solaiman Khan, Chief Engineer, C&W Department, Eost Pokiston and Engr. Kafiluddin
Engineer, Docca Central Division, Pok PWD were elected Choirmon & Secretary of the Ad-hoc Committee respectively.

iod of two (2)
med, Bwecufive

c. Engineers Service Association which wos existing fill this dote was omalgomated with the Association of Engineers, Eostern Pokistan.

d. Eastern Pokistan Flying Club wos amalgomated with the Association of Engineers, Eastern Pokislan as its branch orgonization. A 9 member sub-
committes of Eastern Pakistan Flying Club was formed with Engr. M.A. Jobbar & Engr. K. Ahmed os President & Secretary respectively.

1. A meeting of the Ad-hoc Commitiee of the Association of Engineers was held on 19th Februory, 1948 with Khon Bahodur Engr. Md. Solaiman
Khan in the Chair. The meeting decided the followings:

0. A sub-Committee nomed Consfitution Drafting Committee wos formed with following members to droft the constitution of the proposed Institule
of Engineers, Pakistan:

Engr. Kafiluddin Ahmed, Rai Shaheb Engr. 5.C. Ghosh, Engr. M.A. Jobbar, Engr. M Ahmed & Engr. AR. Missar

Committee will meet on 21.2.48 and typed copy of Draft Rules will be circulated 1o all
8.2.48 to finclise the draft constitufion.

posed Institute on 11 th April, 1948 and invite Mr. Liogat Ali Khan, Hon'ble Prime
wos further decided that in cose of unavailability of Hon'ble Prime Minister, the

b. It was decided in the meeting that the Constitution Draffi
mambers of the Adhoc Commillee who will then meef on

¢. The meeting decided to hold the Inougural meeting of the
Minister of Pokiston fo perform the inougural ceremaony.
Governor of East Pakistan would be invited for the purpose.

d. I waos further decided that the Pime Minister of Pokiston and Premiers of the Pravinces in the Pakistan Dominion should be requesied to permit all
the Engineers serving under their respective Governments fo ottend the Inougural General Meesting ond also allow them the aclual traveling
expensas for the journey.

2. The record shows that the next meeting wos fermed os General Meeting of The Insfitule of Engineers, Pakistan. It was held ot 7:30 p.m. on 14
March 1948 at 25 Nilkhet, Dacca. Khan Bahadur Md. Solaiman Khan presided over the meeting.

a. In this mesti
Inouguration

the suggestions received from the then Prime Minister of East Pakistan Khawja Nazimuddin ta invite Gluaid-e-Azam to perform the
remony was discussed & opproved.

b. The droft Constitution of The Institute of Engineers, Pakiston wos considered ond odopted with minor comections.
€. The first Council of The Institule of Engineers, Pokistan was then unanimously elected with following members:

President: Khan Bahadur Engr. Md. Solaiman Khan

Vice-Presidents: Engr. MA labbar, Engr. Syed Ali Ameer, Engr. 5. Gholom Murtaza, Engr. Q.Z. Hussain
Hony Secretary: Engr. Kafiluddin Ahmed

Hony Treasurer: Rai Shaheb Engr. 5.C. Ghosh

Members: Raoi Shaheb Engr. J.C. Das, Engr. KA Hussain, Engr. A Latif, Engr. MA Bari, Engr. AM. Ahmad, Engr. Md. Hussain, Engr. AH.K. Noor, Khan
Bahadur Engr. Md. |brahim, Engr. AR. Missar, Principal, Engineering College, Karachi

d. The Imperial Bonk of India Docco wos oppointed Bankers of the Institute of Engineers, Pokiston.,

3. ﬂﬁhlrl‘iim.rres of the Council Meefing held on 1 st April, 1948 in the office of the Resident Engineer of the Docca Eleciric Supply Co. Lid. recorded
os follows:

Coundil resclved that a letter of thanks be oddressed to Quaid-e-Azom, the Governor General of Pakisten thanking him for his kindly permitting us
to lay the foundafion stone in his nome for The Institute of Engineers, Pokision HQ building of Docca.

Records further indicate that the foundation stone with the nome of Quaoid-e-Azam was laid by the then Governor of East Pokistan aof the premises of
the Governor House (presently Bangobhoban) and later shifted fo the premises of the Institute.

But Engr. M.F A Siddiqui, F/250 wrote in an article in 1979 that he got the foundation stone of the Insfitule loid by the Quaid-e-Azem Mohammad Ali
Jinnah, the then Governor General of Pokiston in the premises of the Governor House (now Bangobhoban) with o presumplion of ifs being shified io ifs
present premises. This moneuver was a necessary as the then high officiols advised the Quaid-e-Azam ogainst his coming fo the present premises for laying
the foundation stone on fake security reasons.

4. Subsequent record shows that the foundotion stone laying date was fixed for 30th May, 1948 and it wos loid by the then Governor of East
Pakistan on bahalf of the Guaid-e-Azam.

Formal qunnin%uf Institution of Engineers: 7 Moy 1948 :
1. n‘l‘?a Institute of Engineers, Pokistan was registered under the Societies Registration Act XXl of 1860 on 7th May, 1948. Registrafion Mo. 114626 E.B.
1948 1949

2. The Constitution of The Institute of Engineers, Pakistan was approved and nised by the government of Pokislan as a representative body of
quu|i‘ﬁaﬂ| Enginears vide Minisiry of Indusiries |etter no. P-58 (2)/ 48 doted Korochi the 26th Movember, 1952.

3. In the Council meefing hald on 17th May 1948 it wos decided to form a Club for the Engineers as a part of social aclivities of The Institute. Engr.
Abdul Latif wos elected as joint Secretary of the Council and was made in charge of The Institute Club [now inears Recreation Centra). It wos
decided that the Club will Le a subordinate body under the Institute of Engineers. However, it was decided that the accounts of The the Club will
ba maintained separately and will have no concern with the Institute of Engineers account.

4, Subsequenily o rate constitufion of The Institute Club (ERC) wos odopted wherein the Chairman of Dacca Centre was the ex-officic Chairman
of the Club with the provision of Vice Choirman, Secretary & members to be elected by the club members. According to club constitution anly
members of The Institute of Engineers Pokistan were eligible for becoming o permanant member of the club. However, were also provisions
to enrall non-engineers as a temporary members of the Institute club {EFE] for o maximum period of 3 manths during his life time.

5. This is the brief history of formafion of the Institute of Engineers, Pakistan with its Headquarter at Docca and was the only body in the then
Pakistan which hod ils Heodguarters in Eost Pakiston (now Banglodesh).

6. After independence of Bunglndaf.h the Council of The Institute of Engineers, Pakistan in its 1215l meeting held on 26th December, 1971 at its
Headgquarters under the provision of the Aricle 53 of the Consfilution fo change the nome of The Institute of Engineers, Pokisian and fo
rename it as nstitution of Engineers, Banglodesh. And the Exra-Ordinary General ing held on the 12th Mnr:h??'??i" at Dhake enocted
and nppinvud tha Conshitution The Institution of Engineers, Banglodesh and certificate I::? Flling was issued by the Registrar of Joint Stock
Companies, Govi of the People’s Republic of Banglodesh on 7th July 1972,

Institutionalisation of IEB: 1948 -1996
Immedi ofter formation of The Institule of
Pakistan Flying Club (which was amalgamated wi

In 1954 the Ceniral Government of Pokistan made a grant of Rs. 3,18,000.00 for the construction of the HQ building and Rs. 50,000.00 as an
.rmr!uui Recurring Grant. The Central Government also mode a further Annual Grant of Tk, 20,000.00 for holding the Annual Convention of the
rshtuhe.

ineers, Pokisian, the Headguarters funclion siarted in the small office (lin-shed) of the then Easlern
the Institute) at the present premises in Romna.

The construction of the HQ building (the old one) starfed in 1955. The gront found inadequate for the purpose, the Institute opprooched the Central
Government for an additional grant of Rs. 4,72,000.00. While the additional grant was refused, the Central Government agreed to grant a loan of
the amount to the Provincial Government of East Pakistan so that the Provinciol Government in its furn might make a grant of the amount to the
Institute. The money (finally Rs. 258,99600) thus mode ovailable by the Ceniral Government to the Provincial Government was turned into a loan.
the Institute accapted the amount but af the same time mode a representation to the Central Government that it would never be in a position to pay
back the loan. The Central Government informed the Insfitute the then Chief Minister of East Pakiston odvised the Central rnment fo
odvance a loan rother thot to occord a grant,

From the beginning, The Institute had been persistently moving the Provisional Government for formal allocafion of the land [opp. 3.4 ocres) in the
name of The Institule. But nothing could be achieved in this regard till 1976. I is interesting to note that our first Vice-President FIPNE-EIJJ & Second
President (1951) Engr. M.A. Jabbar was taken to custody in 1958 under Martial Low with charges of so called unauthorized occupation of the land of
the HQrs premises of the Instilule of Engineers, Pokistan.

In 1974 it was at the initiative of Dr. Engr. MA Rashid, Member of the Advisory Council in-charge of Works Ministry and Mr. Kazi Anwarul Hogue in-
charge of Land Administration, that the issue was taken up seriously. With consent of the then President of Banglodesh, the Advisers arranged to
opprove the olleiment of the land to the Institufion of Engineers, Banglodesh ot o cost of Tk. 4,29,976.00. As it wos difficult for the Institulion fo pay
the cost of land, Dr. M.A. Roshid approved the increase of the Annual government Grant to Tk. 1,00,000.00 (from Tk. 50,000.00 which continued
from 1954) out of which the Institution will be paying the cost of lond on installment basis.

It is quite amazing to note that with the exit of Dr. Er#l: M.A. Roshid as a member of the Advisory Council, the works Ministry set aside his decision to
increasa the Annual Grant of the Institution. Instead the Works Ministry directed the office of the Annual Government Grant to continue the amount of
Tk. 50,000.00. This continued for many years till in 1994 when Dr.rg'ldg, M. Anwarul Azim & Engr. Md. Nurul Huda were President & General
Secretary of IEB respectively, the land was officially transferred & registered in the name of The Instituhon of Engineers, Bangladesh.

IEB in its legal land ond New Building: 1994-2001

It is matter to note here thot one of the chorges against our founder Engr. M.A jobber taking him in the police custody in 1958 under Martial law was
sa-called unauthorized occupation of the land for the Institute isas. Even ofter iberation of Bangl it tock us 24 years to finally get the land
registered in the name of the Institution of Enginears, Banglodesh in Movember, 1994 while | was the HGS of IEB for the term 1994-1997.

This was the inning of a new era of our present Institution of Engineers, Bangladash. This could be possible only due to my relentless effort and
strong wills. maonthly installment for IEB HG! land of Ramna was not being paid. During my fenure, sooner ofter n over the charge from
the then HGS Engr. Md. Ibrahim Mia, the monthly installment was made up-to-date and the 10 bigha land of IEB HQ wos got ?uhrﬂl anly
solving the registration problem of IEB HG land | have taken the inifiafive to fulfill the long pending demand of engineers to establish a staff college
for ional excellence of engineers. | got to manage 72 bigha land of RHD located of the bank of Meghna-Gumuti river for Engineering Siaff
Co only for o foken money ID.EIhuﬂwunhwawarasuppomdhpwulhmlﬁ-.ﬂ:mmmhmﬂnﬂhalund, This was possible only due
to the blessings of the then Hon'ble Prime Minister, Sheikh Hasing, the able daughter of the fother of the nation, obondhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rohman whe was kind encugh to accord this approval ot a foken maney. | must ocknowledge the contribution of Mr. Obaidul Muktadir Chowdhury,
the then P5 to the Hon'ble Prime Minister, Mr. Alam Shohid Khan and Mr. Alouddin Nasim who hove exiended their cooperation oll the way in
this acquisifion procass. it is worthwhile to mention that the present value of this land would be af least Tk, 100.00 crore. It was even difficult for us to
pay this small amount of Tk. 10.0 lacs and the registration cost of Tk. 20 locs. | got to manage this Tk. 30.0 lacs from the well wishers in stead of
paying it from the IEB fund. Even while | hove foken over from Engr. lbrohim Mia IEB Tk. 40.0 locs which hod been also poid. Besides
resolving the land issue the Hon'ble prime minister hos also sancltioned Tk. 5.0 crore 1o start the construction of the new building of IEB HQ and
subsequently got sanctioned Tk. 15.0 crore from the next gevernment during my second fime as HGS.

| hove ogoin been elected HGS in 2000-2001. During this tenure under my direct initiotive Sloff college PP wos op . Among other
achievements we could manage office premises for different centres of IEB such as land for Cox Bazar sub centre, Barisal sub centre, Mymensingh
centre, Sylhet centre, Rangpur cenire, Bogra cenire etc.

Racently we have managed to allot a one bigha plot in Pubachal for IEB which will open o new ero in IEB history. We believe that with this new land
of [EB, o new world will ba crected for engineers centerad round Pubachal area.

Wd’! incers from |EB and ways to fulfill those:
the motio of “Build Better World®, The Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (|EB) was established &1 years ago. Since its establishment, IEB hos

been promoting ond disseminofing knowledge ond proctice of engineering ond science. During this 61 yeors imm with only 68 members
presantly IEB has around 30,000 members with 16 cenfers, 33 sub-centers, 5 overseas chapters, 2 student chapters 5 engineering divisions.
One of the major goals of IEB is to ensure the professional excellence and continuous professicnal development of the engineers in the country. But
there always orises a question in mind whether IEB could fulfill the expeciation of engineers.

On different occasions, IEB come forward with its clear vision on the problems of development and formulated s
|EB had so far confributed in the Power Sector, Energy Sector, Flood Control ond Ma
Problem, National Pay Scale, Informafion Technology, Renewable Energy, Problems
Endemic Problem foced by the Public, to the Government on different occasions.

pecific suggestions on those issues.
ment, Public Administration Reform, Troffic ond Rood Sofety
Dhake Metropalis, Integrated Approach towards Solution of

Through the Staff College |IEB conducts different professional training courses to enhance the professional excellence and confinuous professional
development of engineers.

‘We have established BPERB for professional recognifion of engineers. BPERB has set the standards fo qualify an engineer as a Professional Engineer
[PEng.). This will also act as one of the key elements in achieving the aim of recognition of Banglodeshi engineers to Engineering Mobility Forum
|[EMF) and other infernafional insfitutions. IEB is keen to be invo with GATS so that its members con compete with the international market.

To ensure the quality of the degrees owarded by different private and public universities IEB has constituted an Accreditation Board.

|IEB has formed an Equivalence Committes to assess the degree of foreign institutions and maoke equivalence with the engineering degree of
Bunq|u::|asln'.|:liu that the foreign degree holders con get the membership of IEB and also take part in nation building adivities with their proper
posifion ond status.

IEB conducts Associote Membership Exomination for those who aspire to become engineer but have neither the means nor the opportunity for such
education. These studenis obloin AMIE degree ond the degree is recognized by the Public Service Commission, public ond privote sechor
organizations as equivalent 1o a degree of. Bachelor of Science in Engineering.

The IEB is o member of the intemational engineering professional bodies, the World Federation of Engineering Orgonizations [WFEQ),
Commonwealth. Engineering Council (CEC), Federation of Engineering Institutions of Soulh and, Ceniral Asia {EEIEC.H.]. Federation of Engineering
Institutions of Islamic. Countries (FEIIC) are a few to nome. The institution has bilaleral agreement of professional m-uthn:ﬂiun with the engineering
institutions/ associations of Canoda, USA, UK, India, Pakistan, Malaysia, Thailand, China, Uzbekistan, Tojikiston, Kazakhstan, Jopan and Korea.

We are vary much concerned about the professional issues of engineers. During my tenure we had been an aclive part of the Prokichi movement.
Through Prokichi movement we have solved quota issues of other codres, solved the problems of the roilway engineers, RHD engineers. We have
oddressed the issues of the unemployed engineers and mode oll services ossociation very vibrant at all fime.

Way Forward:

Being the oldest professional institution IEB has shown the ways how fo confribute to the nafion. Over the years IEB has addressed the nafional
issues ond recommended to the government for sustainoble solutions to those issues. We must be grateful to our predecessors such as Prof. Jomulur
Reza Chowdhury, Al-Husainy, M F A Siddiqui, Dr. Engr. Anwar Hossain, Engr. Rubul Mafin, Dr. Engr. M A K Azad, Dr. Engr. M A Quasem, Engr. Abul
Hayat, Engr. Sergjul Majid Mamun etc. whe have shown us the paths how to work unitedly and non parfisan. We must acknowledge their
coniribution for reaching this position after a long journey of 62 years.We can't daim that we could solve all the problems of engineers. But we are
giving our all out efforts to fulfill the expectotion of engineers. This time we are committed fo the engineers' community to oddress their problems
and we hove token a holistic approach. In order o do thot we will sit with the engineers of all corners; senior most to fresh engineers, public sector
engineers to private seclor engineers, even if necessary with the civil society and politicians to address our problems and find sustainable solutions of
those. With the involvement all concerned we are going lo develop a siralegy paper fo address our communily issues as well os the nolional issues.
We are pledge bound to make IEB o second home for oll engineers. | believe, if we work together we will achieve our goal. Having said this | would
call vpon all engineers to come forward and be untied to build hoppy, peaceful and prosperous Banglodesh for our future generation.

Sourca: Formation of the Insilutlion of Enginsers, Bangladesh, Marmon, Engr. Serajul Majid, F-1040, Sd4ih Enginsars' day Souvenic
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