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be responsible for any
change in the programme.

WHAT'S ON

Amar Ekushey Book Fair
Venue: Bangla Academy
premises

Date: February 1-28

Time: 9am onwards

{ Amar Ekushey

Programme

B Organiser: Sangskritik Jote
Venue: Central Shaheed
Minar premises

Date: Feb 8-19 at 4pm

everyday

Dui Bangla-r Rabindra
Natyomela 2011

Organiser: Prangone More
Venue: National Theatre
Hall, BSA

Date: February 12-18
Time: 5:30

Group Art Exhibition
Title: Rooted Creativity-8
Venue: Bengal Gallery,
275/F Dhanmondi, Road-
16, Dhanmondi

Date: February 4-13
Time: 12pm-8pm

Solo Painting Exhibition
Artist: Mohammad Eunus
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre,
R-74, H-60, Dhanmondi
Date: January 28-February 10
Time: 5pm-8pm

Book Launch

Title: Jamuna Nadeer
Mushiara

Author: Selina Hossain
Venue: 1GCC, H-35, R-24,
Gulshan

Date: Feb 12, Time: 6:30pm

Sketch Exhibition

Tithe: City of an Architect

Artist: Mahbubur Rahman
Organiser: Delvistaa Foundation
Venue: Asiatic Auditorium,
Mimtoli

Date: Feb-5-13; Time: 10am-Bpm

In Memory of Kalim
- Sharafi

Organiser: Unitrend Limited
Venue: Main Auditorium,
National Museum

Date: February 15; Time: 7pm

all to Promote Proper Bangla

Ekushey-special programme by Sangskritik Jote begins

JAMIL MAHMUD
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A fortnight-long cultural programme to
observe 'Amar Ekushey' (International Mother
Language Day) by Shammilita Sangskritik Jote
(SS]) has begun at the Central Shaheed Minar
premises, Dhaka from February 8. Nazrul expo-
nent and noted cultural personality Professor
Rafiqul Islam inaugurated the festival.

Cultural activists attended the opening
programme, where everyone recalled the sig-
nificance of Amar Ekushey and focused on
practicing Bangla language in every sphere of
life, especially at official levels.

The ceremony began through homage to the
Language Martyrs; flowers were offered at the
Shaheed Minar alter and a one-minute silence
was observed.

Among others, lawmaker and media person-
ality Asaduzzaman Noor; publisher and
Liberation War Museum trustee Mafidul
Haque; Gano Sangeet artiste Fakir Alamgir;
Group Theatre Federation chairman Liaquat Ali
Lucky and cultural organiser and convener of
the programme Golam Kuddus spoke at the

AHMED HUMAYUN KABIR TOPU, Pabna
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Vice Chancellor of Dhaka University AAMS
Arefin Siddique underlined the necessity to give
priority to the mother tongue over other lan-
guages. He was speaking as the chief guest at the
Ekushey Book Fair in Pabna. He inaugurated the
15-day fair at Pabna Town Hall premises last
Sunday night. Ekushey Book Fair Udjapan
Parishad, Pabna has organised the fair.

“Come February and we rush to admire our
language. But we should remember that the
appreciation of our mother tongue is not merely
an issue confined to a specific time. Not just in
February, but throughout the year we have to

A Unigque Fusion

Assamese dance and Rabindra Sangeet

KAVITA, New Delhi
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Leave politics aside, there are happy tidings on
North East India's cultural front. Just one case
in pointa recent two-day festival of arts from the
banks of the Brahmaputra in New Delhi which
brought together classical, folk and tribal
dances from Assam state in North East of India
and that too accompanied by Rabindra Sangeet.
The dances, staged courtesy the Nagaon-based
Antara Kalakendra, were choreographed by the
talented Mandira Bhattacharjee, who runs the
school.

A taste of things to come was the graceful
opening item, Sattriya , a classical dance of
Assam. Interestingly, the traditional form of
performing Sattriya dance was seen in the
Vaishnavite monasteries (sattras) by male
monks called Bhokots. Over a passage of time
modifications were made in the original form
and the dance is now performed on the stages
of Kala Kendras and the likes.

The show stealers were, without doubt,
dances performed by the Karbi, Bhortal and
Bodo ethnic groups of Assam. One of the Karbi
dances showcased the traditional harvest festi-
val of Karbi Ablong district in Assam. The festi-
val was authentically represented as joyous
dance was followed by the dancers sitting down
to feast on Karbi wine and food. Another typical

Karbi dance, performed at weddings and other
auspicious occasions, saw the dancers take
magnificent leaps in the air, holding aloft
gleaming swords and shields .

Many claps were reserved for the Bhortal
dance which centred on a woman balancing
brass plates on various parts of her body. The
Bodo dance was a powerful representation of
another harvest festival. Here women with their
tresses flowing and wielding swords gave a
superb demonstration of woman power.

Imagine the challenges that lay before chore-
ographer Mandira: distinctive costumes, make
up and music for each of the ethnic groups.
What made her task even harder was the use of
folk instruments to play Tagore songs. However
as the evening progressed the dances and
Tagore songs unravelled seamlessly, a combina-
tion which can often be jarring.

Says Mandira who lives in Guwahati, Assam,
“Each indigenous community has different
dances and folk instruments. They rarely mix
with each other.”

[t was also an uphill task, she adds, to retain
the original flavour of Rabindra Sangeet played
with folk instruments.

The performance over, Sattriya and
Bharatanatyam dancer Mandira has a grouse
about the lack of patronage. However, with
more such performances, neglected North East
dances could well enter the mainstream.

A vignette from the programme.

PHOTO COURTESY: AMIT BHATTACHARYA

The programme will continue at Shaheed Minar till February 19.

inaugural.

Nasiruddin Yousuff, president of SS], pre-
sided over the session, while Hasan Arif, reciter
and general secretary of §5], delivered the wel-
come speech. Reciter Ahkamullah read out the
programme manifesto.

In his speech, Professor Rafiqul Islam criti-

|
Keeping Alive the Spirit of Ekushey %

appreciate our mother language,” said Arefin
Siddique.

He also lamented the loss of many mother
languages around the world due to lack of sup-
port. Taking lessons from the history we have to
be aware and keep our language intact with
proper values, he added.

President of the Ekushey Book Fair Udjapan
Parishad, Pabna, agriculturist Zafar Sadeque

chaired the inaugural programme, while former

Justice Golam Rabbani also spoke on the occa-
sion. Rabbani called upon Bangladeshis to
ensure a secular country in the spirit of the
Liberation War and disseminate the spirit of
Ekushey towards this end.
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“Cricket Cricket” was the theme song of
the Mini World Cup Cricket Tournament
held in Dhaka in 1998. Popular singer
Suvro Dev wrote, composed and rendered
the theme song.

When the Bangladesh cricket team first
played in the World Cup Cricket in 1999,
eminent actor Asaduzzaman Noor wrote
the song “Good Luck Bangladesh.”
Composed by singer Suvro Dev, the song
was rendered in chorus by popular sing-
ers Syed Abdul Hadi, Subir Nandi, Shakila
Zafar and the composer himself. When
Bangladesh defeated Pakistan in that
historic World Cup tournament, the spirit
of the song moved the entire nation.

It was in 2000 that Bangladesh

cised the widespread distortion of Bangla lan-
guage that has become a contemporary trend
demonstrated on the FM radio and TV chan-
nels. "We don't want the youth of the country
to learn and speak this distorted form of
Bangla," said Professor Islam.

Asaduzzaman Noor also criticised the way

Among others, Professor of DU Mokaddem
Hossain; Deputy Commissioner, Pabna,
Mostafizur Rahman; veteran educationist
Professor Mohammad Nurunnabi; adviser to the
Udjapan parishad Mohammad Saidul Haque
Chunnu; managing director of Universal group
Sohani Hossain and cultural organiser Gopal
Shannal spoke on the occasion.

The speakers urged the people keep alive the
values of Ekushey for the cultural development
of the nation.

Twenty seven stalls have been set up at the
fair premise this year. There are 20 new books by
young writers of Pabna which have been pub-
lished targeting the book fair.

Suvro Dev's
Musical
Link to
Bangladeshi
Cricket

achieved test status. Bangladesh Cricket
Board adopted “Char Maro Maro Rey,
Chhokka Maro Maro Rey” as their theme
song. Shahidul Azam wrote the song
while the number was composed and
recorded by the artiste.

In the same year (2000) the song
“How's that” was the theme song of Asia
Cup Cricket that was also held in Dhaka.
Shahidul Azam wrote the song and Suvro
Dev composed and rendered the song.

Written by Shahidul Azam, Suvro Dev
composed and recorded the song “Ban-
gladesh Jegey Otho, Bangladesh Gorjey
Otho” that was launched in ninth World
Cup Cricket in 2007.

All the music videos of the songs were
done by Rommo Rahim.

Now 2011 is the glorious year for
Bangladesh as the country is hosting the
10th World Cup Cricket on her soil. The
gala opening ceremony is all set to kick
off on February 17. The first match
between Bangladesh and India will fol-
low on February 19. This time Suvro Dev
composed and rendered a song remaking
all his previous renditions on cricket,
while Chairman of ATN Bangla Dr.
Mahfuzur Rahman added several lines
like “Joy Chhiniye Ano Rey ...Bangladesh-
er Tiger Ra Joy Chhiniye Ano Rey” and
excerpts that fuel patriotic passion that
eulogise our sublime Liberation War and
martyrs of the soil. The music video of the
song will go on air on different electronic
media soon. Presently, Suvro Dev is the
director of ATN Music.
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some TV serials and programmes on radio
promote this distorted version of Bangla. "It's a
shame that we are tolerating and to some
extent even enjoying this language distortion,”
said Noor.

In his speech, Nasiruddin Yousuff urged the
Government to take further steps to safeguard

X .

our mother language.

After the inauguration, a cultural
programme featuring songs, dances, recitations
and a street play was held at the venue.

Shadhin Bangla Betar Kendra artiste
Ashraful Alam recited "Ekushey February”
[written by Habibullah Siraji]. A solo ren-
dition of Rabindranath's patriotic number
"0 Aamar Desher Mati" by Lily Islam fol-
lowed.

Laila Afroz recited Mahbubul Alam's
"Kandte Ashini Phashir Dabi Niye
Eshechhi”.

Padatik Natya Sangsad staged the street play
"Tribunal”. The play has been directed by
Wahidul Islam. Members of the dance organi-
sation Spandan performed dance. Among other
artistes and organisations, Chhayanaut,
Sangbrita and Nasima Shahin took part at the
cultural programme.

Before shifting to the Rabindra Sarobar open
stage at Dhanmondi, the programme will con-
tinue at the Shaheed Minar premises till
February 19. At the Rabindra Sarobar, the
programme will be held on February 20 and 21.
Everyday the programme will start at 4pm.

Professor AAMS Arefin Siddique (R) inaugurates the book fair in Pabna. Golam Rabbani (Back) is

also seen in the photo.

PHOTO: STAR

Mini Input 2011

Best TV shows from around the world
to be screened at Goethe-Institut

INPUT (International Public Television)
is the biggest television organisation in
the world. It has been organising interna-
tional television's most important and
influential annual screening conferences
for over 25 years -- held in a different
country each year, encouraging the
development of public service television
by screening, promoting discussion and
debating about the television craft.

The second Mini Input, a miniature
version of the programme, will be held at
the Goethe-Institut Auditorium, Dhaka
on February 11 and 12, according to a
press release. The programme is being
hosted by Multimedia Development and
Communication Centre (MDCC) and
Goethe-Institut Bangladesh.

The event will be inaugurated by Abul
Kalam Azad, Minister for Information
and Culture. Sergio Borelli, co-founder of
INPUT will be present as special guest.

Art Exhibition at Faculty of Fine Arts

A CORRESPONDENT
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An education exchange programme between Dhaka
University's Faculty of Fine Arts (FFA) and Slade School of
Fine Arts, UCL, London was held recently at FFA.

As part of the programme, a five day workshop, titled
“Shaping the Space Between”, was held at FFA. The work-
shop began on February 2 and continued till February 7.
John Aiken, Professor, Slade School of Fine Arts, London

was the coordinator of the workshop.

A total of 12 students from Drawing and Painting,
Printmaking, Sculpture, Ceramics, Graphics and Oriental
departments [of FFA] participated at the workshop. The
participating students worked in different mediums.

Mini Input Dhaka 2011 will feature vari-
ous programmes from different countries
followed by post screening discussions.

The programmes include "The
Warning" (USA), "Famine Scam" (Nor-
way), "The Quatraro Mystery" (Den-
mark), "Tulia Texas" (USA) "The Erection
Man" (The Netherlands) and "Rabbits a
la Berlin" (Germany), to be aired on the
first day.

The second day's screening will
include "Contact” (Australia / France),
"Also Tested on Humans" (Belgium),
"The Child, the Death and the Truth"
(Germany), "Make the Politicians Work"
(Canada), "The Woman of Brukman"
(Canada) "Connected" (Israel) "Goldfish"
(Japan) and "China Blues" (USA).

Everyday screening will start at 10am.

Input 2011 will be held in Seoul, South
Korea in May 2011.

As part of the workshop, a two-day art exhibition is now on
at the second floor of Sculpture Department, featuring works
ofthe participating students. The exhibition opened yesterday

and willend today.

Pro Vice-Chancellor of Dhaka University, Harunur
Rashid; teachers of FFA and senior officials of British
Council in Dhaka, among others, attended the inaugural

session.

John Aiken was born in Belfastin 1950, and studied at the
Chelsea School of Art, London, from 1968 to 73. Aiken has
been awarded many commissions, including a 40 meter
frieze in Belfast City Hospital, a steel sculpture for the Arts
Council of Northern Ireland, and a sculpture for St Anne's
Park, Belfast. He is currently a Slade Professor-Director.

/eenat Rehana's Comeback

Veteran artiste's latest project features golden oldies
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To re-popularise the songs of the '60s and '70s for
posterity, noted singer Zeenat Rahana has
recently recorded 17 songs on two separate CDs,
"Smriti Thekey" and "Songs To Remember."

Zeenat is the daughter of Zebunnessa Jamal,
an outstanding lyricist of Bangladesh who
obtained the Nagendranath Gold Medal from the
Calcutta University in Bengali literature. Jamal
was a lyricist with a profound aesthetic sense,
reflected in the romantic songs written by her.
She proved that romantic songs can be written
without going into obvious expressions. Her
songs had magic and the ability to touch peo-
ples' hearts.

Both radio and television have contributed in
promoting unforgettable songs in Bangladesh and
abroad. Though the late '60s are referred to as the
'golden era of music' in Bangladesh, unfortu-
nately, at that time radio and television had no
mechanism to preserve those songs.

Zeenat has been a part of the Bangladeshi
music scene for over four decades. Her two new

CDs, besides taking the listener down memory
lane, represent a great initiative.

The album "Smriti Thekey" incorporates
Zebunnessa Jamal's eight songs: "Shudhu Ekbar
Ogo Bondhu", "Elo Ki Phirey Abar", "Ei Mon Jodi
Konodin", Tumi Bolo Abar Keno", "0 Naam Na
Jana Pakhi", "Ami Ei Tho Pashey", "Ei Shondhya
Hobei Ki Britha" and "Janina Keno Raat-er
Chokhey". Rooptanu has arranged music for the
album.

"Songs To Remember" is a tribute to the
renowned composer Karim Sahabuddin. The
repertoire of the album includes nine Urdu
cghazals. Sumon Reza Khan, Muntakim
Chowdhury and Rooptanu have arranged music
for the album.

"My objective is to make the songs available to
the present and future generations looking for
melodious, romantic songs by music directors like
Karim Sahabuddin who tuned the superhit song
"Sagorer Teer Thekey" [written by ZebunNessa
Jamal]," said Zeenat.

Under Fahim Music's banner, Eastern Bank
Limited has sponsored the albums.

FANIM MUSIC PRESENT S

Picasso Painting La

Lecture Fetches

S40m at Auction

A portrait of the muse who transformed painter
Pablo Picasso's life has sold for £25.2m ($40.7m) at
Sotheby's auction house in London.

La Lecture went to an anonymous phone buyer
after sixminutes of bidding.

The masterpiece depicts Picasso's secret lover,
Marie-Therese Walter, who was 17 when Picasso,
then 45, met her in Paris for the first time.

Their relationship was kept secret for many
years because of her age and because Picasso was
married.

Walter later said she had never heard of the artist
when he first approached her saying: "I am
Picasso-- you and I are going to do great things
together."

Until La Lecture was painted, Walter had only
appeared in Picasso's works in code with her fea-
tures often embedded in the background of his
paintings.

It was when the picture was exhibited at a
Picasso retrospective that the artist's wife, Olga
Khokhlova, realised there was another woman in
his life and their marriage subsequently broke up.

Walter later had a daughter, Maya, with Picasso.

Walter inspired a number of works including La
Reve as well as Nude, Green Leaves and Bust, both
paintedin 1932,
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ATN BANGLA 04:15  Shorashori Doctor
10:40  Bangla Feature Film 05:15 Boishakhi-CNN

0130 Ekushey Boi Mela s f:::;:'f:':fh:"‘"

10:45  Bihongo Kotha

11:00  Drama Dlgﬂ ntaTV

12:30 Lead News 12:30 Score Card
CHANNEL i 03:30 Meley Dhori lchchheyguli

09:25 Pothey Prantorey

11:05 Shotyer Shakkho

11:30 Gaan-er Shera Gaan
12:30 Diganta Music Hour (Live)

01:05 Ebong Cinemar Gaan
02:40 Prokriti 0 Jibon
03:10 Hridoye Mati 0

Manusher Daak :
0405  MNotun Boi Z Studio
05:30 Boi Mela (Live) 01:30 The Godfather
12:00 Ajker Shongbadpotro 05:20 Arachnophobia
nty 07:35 Kiss of the Dragon
09:30 Wedding Daze
i E::“““m'ﬁ"‘h“ 1130 TheGodfather: Part
01:05  Shastha Protidin HBO
03:20 Drama Serial 12:30 He's Just Not That Into
04:10 Janar Achhey Bolar You
Achhey 03:00 Black Water
06:10 Shubho Shondhya 05:00 Takedown

abc radio FM 89.2 200 MyTime

Mo Tension
Dhaka Calling
Night Rider

06:00  Bhorer Janalay
09:00  Mukhorita Jiboney
1200 Darun Dupurey
03:00  Duranto Bikeley
0500  Shondhatara

01:( Back to Back music
RADIO TODAY FM 89.6
0700 Shajer Maya 11:00  Musti Unlimited
09:00 kashey 0:00  Today's Adda
11:00  Golper Shesh Nei 04:00  UTum

Radio Foortl 08:00  Tobey Tai Hok
10:00  Morning Express 11:00  Raat Bhor Gaan

Ushnotaar

Simarekha

On Desh TV at
11:55pm

Single Episode TV
Play

Cast: Shahed,
MNoushin

The Godfather:

Partll

On  Studio at
11:30pm
Genre: Crime/
Drama

Cast: Al Pacino,
Robert De Niro

Qubee Junction
On ETV at 07:50pm
Musical
Extravaganza |
Bands: LRE,
Dalchhut, Amob
and Friends

06:25 Boi Boshonto 07:00

My Sister’s Keeper
ETV 09:30 Land of the Lost

1145 TheDevil's Advocate
0330  Ekushey Business SHEIRS AR

05:25  Shongskriti Shomachar Star Movies

07:50 Qubee Junction 11:45 Desperado
10:10 Drama 01:35 Ruslan

11:55 Amader Boi Mela 03:15 0ld Dogs

Rty 0450 6ThDay

230 RobilegeAdhok 1050 wamesword2
03:30 Cinema R Gaan

05:40  Boi Mela Protidin Star World

11:1% Tomar Jonno Amar E 06:30 Friends

Gaan 0730 Coffee With Karen
0930  TheBachelor

DeshTV 10:30 Burn Notice

0430 Dur-Durant 1130 Two And A Half Men

0530  Durpath : :

0625  Phagun-er Molat National Geographic

08:15  Contenders Channel

09:45 Venue Talk
11:55 Drama: Ushnotaar
Simarekha

BANGLAVISION

02:20 Cinebit Shadakalo

04:05 Protidin-er Boi Mela

06:05 Shyamol Bangla

09:05 Media Bhuban

12:30 Bashudha Cinemar
Gaan

Boishakhi TV

07:30 Bhor Holo Bibhabori
10:30 Bangla Feature Film

10:30 Creative Vision
04:30 Mat Geo Wild
07:30 | Didn't Know That
09:30 Meqa Factories
10:30 Meqga cities

11:30 Kidnapped

BBC World

11:00 BBC World News
11:30 World Business Report
08:45 Sport Today

09:30 Hardtack
10:00  The Hub with Nick
Growing

DRAMA SERIAL

ATN BANGLA

08:00pm  Batasher Ghor

08:40pm  Ogniroth

CHANNEL i

07:50pm  Hridoy-er Kacher
Bishoy

09:35pm  Maar Chhokka

nty

08:15pm  Rumali

09:45pm
Rtv
07:50pm

Shobuj Nokkhotro

Dhaka to London

10:40pm  Cricket Rongo

BANGLAVISION

08:15pm  Dyrectaar
09:45pm  Gulshan Avenue
Boishakhi TV

08:45pm  Roshamia

NEWS BULLETIN

BTV
News (Bangla) at 8:00 am
2:00 pm.5:00 pm.8:00 pm.

News (English) at 10:00am,

4:00 pm, 10:00 pm.

Late Night News (Bangla and

English) 11:30 pm. (To be
telecast on all Bangla
channels).

CHANMNEL-i

News (Bangla): 7:00 am,

9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm,

10030 pm, 12:30 am

ATN BANGLA

NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm,
10:00 pm, 11:00 pm, 1:00
am, 4:00 am

01:00pm, 3:00pm, 04:00pm

News (English): 9:00 am,
6:00 pm.

BANGLAVISION

News (Bangla) at 7:30am.
1:30pm. 5:00pm. 7:15pm.
10:30pm.

News Headlines (Bangla) at
10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.
News (English) at 6:00pm
Rtv

News (Bangla): 2:30 pm,
4:30 pm, 6:30 pm, 8:30 pm,
10:30 pm, 12:30 am

ntv

News (Bangla):7:30am,
12:02pm, 2:00pm, 7:30pm,
10:30pm, 1:00am

ETV

News (Bangla): 9:00am,
11:00 am, 1:00pm, 3:00pm,
5:00pm, 7:00pm, 9:00pm,
11:00pm

TALK SHOW

ATN BANGLA

09:20am  Asian City Vision
2020

CHANNEL |

09:45am

Tritiyo Matra
12:30pm  Taroka Kathan
nty
12:10am
Riv
10:45am

Ei Shomoy

Tarokalap

BANGLAVISION
10:10am  Front
Line
01:05pm  Amar Ami
ETV
12:30am  Ekushey
Raat
Diganta TV
06:05pm  Inside
Story




