The Daily Star

DHAKA THURSDAY FEBRUARY 10, 2011

Star

INTERNATIONAL

Pakistan cabinet
resigns as part of

revamp plan

AFP, Islamabad

Pakistan's ministers yesterday submitted their
resignations to the prime minister, who intends to
appoint a smaller cabinet in order to reduce gov-

ernment spending at a time of economic crisis.

"Today's meeting is going to be the last meeting
ofthe present cabinet,” Prime Minister Yousuf Raza
Gilani told more than 50 ministers, praising their

record on the economy, constitutional reform
response to major floods.

A senior government official told AFP that the
ministers had tendered their resignations to Gilani

during the meeting.

"Now the prime minister will forward these
resignations to the president for acceptance,” the

official told AFP, on condition of anonymity.

"The cabinet usually stands dissolved after the
president accepts the resignations forwarded to

him by the prime minister,” he added.

The main ruling Pakistan People's Party (PPP)
last week authorised Gilani to dissolve the cabinet
after powerful opposition parties demanded a
smaller line-up as part of retrenchment efforts to

tackle Pakistan's economic woes.

A reduction in the size of the cabinet is a legal
requirement of the 18th amendment to the consti-
tution, which stipulates it should be no larger than

11 percent of parliament.

and

Children smile at a camp after fleeing from their homes near the Preah Vihear temple in Preah Vihear province,
some 500 kilometers northwest of Phnom Penh yesterday. Diplomatic efforts to resolve a festering border dis-
pute between Thailand and Cambodia gained momentum on February 9, with the two adversaries set to
address the UN Security Council next week.

(FIR).
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It also does not give a clear idea
about the entire incident that
involves the allegation of rape,
physical torture and finally, the
lashing, she added.

Criminal law expert barrister
Rehan Husain, however, said the
accused might get the benefit of
doubtifthe caseisrecorded again.

“Instead, the investigation
officer can record statement of
three to five witnesses to get the
actual incident and record them in
the current case,” he suggested.

Following Hena's death on
January 31, her father Darbesh Kha
went to Noria Police Station of the
district to file the case where police
asked him to describe the incident.

The police recorded his state-
ment as first information report

“I am illiterate. I have never
been to a police station in my life.
The police officer asked me to sign
a paper. As I cannot sign, they took
impression of my left thumb on a
typed case statement,” said
Darbesh.

“I later realised that the police
took advantage of my illiteracy.”

Case called into serious
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said Bangladesh Human Rights
Commission chairperson in
Shariatpur.

According to the FIR, police
read out the statements to
Darbesh before taking his thumb

Impression.

Chunnu Mia, a relative of the
victim, who accompanied
Darbesh at the police station,
denied the police claim.

The police inquest prepared 16
hours after Hena's death failed to
trace any injury marks on her body
but found her having an affair with
Mahbub.

The Daily Star has obtained a
copy of the inquest report pre-
pared on February 1 by Aslam
Uddin, sub-inspector of Noria
Police Station.

“Aninquestreportisdrawingup
a report of the apparent cause of
death, describing such wounds,
fractures, bruises and other marks
of injury as may be found on the
body,” reads section 174 of the
Criminal Procedure Code, 1898.

Sara Hossain, a legal expert,

said an inquest report has nothing
to do with the emotional attach-
ment, if any, of the victim.

“It was designed to malign the
victim socially,” she said.

Sara, also a human rights activ-

ist, said police are trying to blame

the victim to conceal their failure
to protect the girl.

[raq car blast kills eight

AFP, Kirkuk

Three near-simultaneous car bombs killed
at least eight people in the ethnically-
divided northern city of Kirkuk yesterday, a

medical official and a police officer said.
Dozens more people were wounded in

the triple attack at around 10:25am local
time in the west of the oil-rich city, said Sadiq
Omar Rasul, head of Kirkuk province's
health department.

"We have received eight dead bodies and
68 people have been wounded, they are
being treated at Kirkuk General Hospital and

Azadihospital,” he told AFP.
Police Major Salam Zangana put the toll

at eight killed and 83 wounded. According to
him, among the dead were a woman, a child
and two policemen, while the wounded
included security officers, women and chil-
dren.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI)

Selection of a Peer Reviewer for AKK Tower,
Agrabad, Chittagong

Background:

A. K. Khan & Co. Limited intends to construct an intelligent high rise building at Agrabad, Chittagong.
The tower will be embraced with 21st century outlook harmonizing with the local topography in

Chittagong. It will also be a landmark and

green structure. For this project, renowned

local/international Engineering Consultancy firms can submit their Expression of Interest (EOI) for
Peer Review of the design reports and drawings of AKK Tower as per the following terms and

conditions:

Scope of Work:

To ensure safety, serviceability, durability, and constructability of the project, the Peer Review will cover

but not limited to the followings:
> Review of the overall arrangement of the project

> Review of the geotechnical investigation report of the project
% Review of the foundation design report and drawings
> Review of the super structural design report and drawings of the project considering the usual loads with

earthquake load and wind load

% Review of the safety, serviceability, durability, and constructability of the project
> Review of the design reports and drawings associated with electrical, mechanical, plumbing, and fire

> Meeting with the clients and the main design consultants for the issues against safety, serviceability,

durability, constructability, etc.
EOI Procedure:

Interested consulting firms are requested to submit the following information with EOI:

1. Corporate overview/profile of the firm including history, financial audited accounts, date of establishment, etc.
. List of professionals with CV highlighting job expenence on similar size project.
. List of three similar size projects including project owner’s contact information and date of completion.

. Structural frame systems used in similar size projects

. The ways which are used to control wind induced vibration of similar size project
. The ways which are used to control earthquake induced vibration of similar size projects
. The ways which are used for excavation and construction of 4+ basements of similar size projects
. Previous experience in wind-tunnel test and analysis of wind tunnel test data
9. Durability based design approach which are used for similar size projects

10. Time frame for Peer Review (should be less than one
11.Consultancy Fee with mode of payment

Address:

month after delivering design reports and drawings)

Interested consulting firms are requested to submit their EOI to the address below by not later than 5:00 pm

of February 28, 2011:

Project Director
“AKK Tower"
Uday Tower (9th Floor),
Plot # 57, 57/A , Gulshan -1,
Dhaka -1212, Bangladesh

For any clarification or information regarding the project and EQI, please contact at akktower@akkhan.com

Note: This advertisement does not ensure any legal binding/obligation in any manner or bind A. K. Khan & Co.
Limifed to enter into a contract with any consulting firm or entity that submits EOI in response to this advertise-
ment. A. K. Khan & Co. Limited reserves the right to accept/reject any EQI in part or in full or all EQls with or

without assigning any reasons whatsoever at any time.

Excldsive

01711520143,01671827700
01198011917,01922220960

GONVMERCIAL SPACGE

: Rupayan Centre (3rd Floor), 72, Mohakhali C/A, Dhaka-1212
: Baliadi Mansion, 51 st Floor), 16 Dilkusha C/A, Dhaka-1000, Tel : 9556320, 9569448
, Cell : 01552636779, 01719182462, 01718145365, 01721943210
126,BB. Avenue(1st Floor) Narayangonj, Tel : 7649185, 7635200
: Akhtaruzzaman Centre (6th Floor), 21/22, Agrabad C/A, Ctg.

: Khan Mansion (2nd Floor), Rajgonj, Comilla, Cell: 01719226074
: Rose View Complex (1st Floor), Main Road, Shahjalal Upashahar, Sylhet

@
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HOUSING ESTATE LTD.

: 34-27 Stainway Street Stainway Plaza, Suite: 105, Astoria, New York, USA, Cell : +1-347-600-4750
: 26 Osborn Street, London, E1 6TD, Tel : 07863227240, 020-89808840, Fax : 02089812468

01190052742
HEAD OFFICE
Tel : 8822526, 9862573, 8827591, 8858413
MOTIJHEEL OFFICE
9559794, 955975
NARAYANGONJ OFFICE :
Cell : 01716006542, 01920929525, 01818316056
CHITTAGONG OFFICE
Tel: 031-2516760, 2516761, 2516865, Fax : 2516762
COMILLA OFFICE
SYLHET OFFICE
Tel ;: 0821-2831888, 2832092, Cell: 01719500155
USA OFFICE
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Cooking oil sale unstable
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said Abu Taher, owner of

Mukta Enterprise at New

Market of the capital.

Some refiners admitted
that they reduced supply
claiming the present prices,
fixed by the government in
December last year, are now
less than their cost, which
has been rising due to soar-
ing prices of cooking oil on
the international market
amid concerns of crop losses
due to unfavourable
weather in oil seed growing
areas.

Refiners said the govern-
ment promised them of
revising the prices every 15
days in light of the trend on
the world market, as
Bangladesh meets nearly 80
percent of its annual
demand for cooking oil
through imports.

But it has yet to reset new
prices, although a month
and a half has passed, since
the last time it fixed the
prices.

Meanwhile, refiners
informed the government
that their current cost is Tk
113 for each litre of soybean
oil, and sought re-fixing of
the maximum selling price,
according to MA Rouf
Chowhdury, president of
Bangladesh Vegetable Oil
Refiners & Vanaspati
Manufacturers Association.

The delay in re-fixing the
price has caused the refiners
to cut down supply to the
market, creating scope for
middlemen in the supply
chain to charge prices at
their whims.

For nearly a week, we had to
slow down supply of bottled
oil to minimise the loss,"
said Mostafa Kamal, chair-
man of Meghna Group of
Industries, one of the biggest
importers of cooking oil
Meghna markets under the
brand name of Fresh.

On Tuesday, Mohammad
Sharif, a salesman at Rifat
General Store in Wari, asked
for Tk 570 for a 5-litre bottle
of soybean oil.

Yesterday, retail sellers at
Karwan Bazar claimed that
representatives of refiners
informed them of an
increase in the prices of
packed soybean oil.

"Till this morning, com-
panies sold a five-litre pack
to us for five hundred taka.
At noon, we came to know
that the price went up by
twelve taka per litre," said
Nur Nabi aretailer at Karwan

Bazar yesterday.
Officials of cooking oil

refining companies admit-
ted that they are planning to
increase the prices by Tk 10
to Tk 12 for each litre of
packed soybean oil.

[t means that the prices of

5-litre packs will stand at Tk
560 to Tk 570 after the spike.
They however added that
the supply side will normal-

ise after the price hike.
Mostafa Kamal of

Meghna Group said high
prices of vegetable oil on the
world market, and devalua-
tion of taka against dollar are
causing them to pay more

HRC chief doubts 'self-defence’

FROM PAGE 20
Periodic Review (UPR) under
the UN Human Rights
Council.

The government should
probe all unnatural deaths
and ifanyone is found guilty of
misusing the law, the person
must be brought to book, he
said.

The NHRC chief's remark
came amid widespread alle-
gations of extra-judicial kill-
ings bylaw enforcers.

Though mandated, the
commission is unable to
probe such allegations due to
shortage of manpower. The
sovernment has pledged to
provide the commission with
necessary facilities but it has
yet to take any initiative,

Mizanur said the home
ministry should investigate
the allegations as long as the
commission lacks necessary

facilities. "I would request the
home ministry to do the job
and publish reports.”

The NHRC chairman said
the commission has relent-
lessly tried to draw the atten-
tion of the authorities con-
cerned to the incidents of
unnatural deaths and torture
in custody:.

The commission is also
focusing on detention of
accused without trial for a
long period, inhumane living
condition in prisons and sorry
state of public hospitals, he
said.

Complaints of human
rights violations to the com-
mission have gone up signifi-
cantly. But the NHRC requires
an appropriate institutional
and functional framework to
probe the allegations and
make recommendations.

Acting Foreign Secretary

Mustafa Kamal said
Bangladesh is committed to
protect and promote human
rights and has been at the
global forefront in demon-
strating its engagement with
UN human rights institutions.

Dr Purna Sen from the
Commonwealth Secretariat
said the Universal Periodic
Reviewis a platform where the
member countries, human
rights commissions and non-
governmental organisations
can have a dialogue and share
experience in protecting
rights and evaluate their
performance.

Officials from common-
wealth nations including
Brunei, Cyprus, India, Malta,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka
and UK, and also from the
Commonwealth Secretariat
are attending the seminar.

Govt to ensure food
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necessary amendments to

it," Hasina added.

The premier admitted
that the prices of essentials
increased to some extent but
her government has been
able to increase people's
purchasing capacity by
increasing their incomes and
salaries.

Hasina said the last BNP-
Jamaat-led alliance govern-
ment during their tenure
(2001-2006) failed to control
the price hike ofrice.

She said price of a kg of
rice was Tk 10 during the last
AL-led government's (1996-
2001) tenure but the price
hiked to Tk 30 to Tk 40 for
BNP-Jamaat-led alliance
government's failure.

"Price of rice is now Tk 35

is in power. But the price
would have increased to Tk
80 to Tk 90 per kg had the BNP
stayed power," Hasina said.
The prime minister spoke
about prices of essentials in
response to a scripted ques-
tion of independent law-
maker Fazlul Azim.
Interestingly, the question
was not initially raised as the
independent lawmaker was
not present in the House
during the question hour.
Speaker Abdul Hamid,
who was presiding over the
sitting at that time, decided
that the question was not
raised as the lawmaker was
not present. The speaker
went to the next question for
the premier to answer.
While replying to a query
on the country's economy,

interested in replying to the
previous query on price hike
of essentials since she was
well prepared forit.

After she replied to the
scripted and supplementary
queries on the country's
economy, the speaker
allowed her to reply to the
question on food prices.

She described her govern-
ment's various steps to
ensure food for the ultra poor,
class-four government
employees and members of
village police at fair prices.

During the question hour,
the premier also spoke about
government measures to
improve country's commu-
nications networks, reduce
traffic jam, welfare of the
expatriates, and poverty

"We were selling atlosses. forimports. to Tk 40 as the Awami League the premier said she was reduction.
Burma blasts BIRDEM
kill 2 An Enterprise of Diabetic Association of Bangladesh
122 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue
AFE. Wrgon Shahbagh, Dhaka - 1000
Two people were killed and INVITATION FOR TENDERS
five injured in two blasts
yesterday in eastern g1 [ Procuring Entity Name BIRDEM
Myanmar, an official said. 02 | Nomenclature of Tender Supply, installation, testing & commissioning of cold
Tap (emiaslve devioes Storage in kitchen of BIRDEM
went off in the early evening
in the border town of [03 | Tender No. & Date BIRDEM/pur/L/2011/13 Dated: 03.02.2011
Myawaddy in Karen State, |04 | Procurement Method Open Tendering Method
killing one man and one |05 | Source of Fund Own Source.
woman, said the official, who |06 | Price of Tender documents Tk. 2,500.00 (Taka Two thousand Five hundred Only)
did notwant to be named. {(Non-Refundable)
07 | Place of Selling of the Tender documents Room No0.208, BIRDEM 122, Kazi Nazrul Isiam Avenue,
, Shahbag, Dhaka.
RURAYAN Trade Centre | 08 |Date & Time of Selling of Tender Tender documents will be available from 15 February
Banglamotor ! documents 2011 to 14 March 2011 on all working days (9.00 AM to
: 1.00 PM)
SVENGIRCIEEN 09 | Last Date of Selling of Tender Documents 14 March , 2011 upto 1.00 PM
Purana Paltan | 10 | Last Date & Time of submission of Tender 15 March , 2011 upto 12.00 Noon
RUPAYAN Prime ' 11 Place for submission of Tender Room No.208, BIRDEM, 122 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue,
Dhanmondi Shahba& Dhaka.
RUPAYAN Shelford 12 | Tender Opening Date & Time 15 March, 2011 at 12.30 PM (In presence of the
e varaoll | Tenderer's or their authorized agent, if there be any).
: 13 | Time for completion of the supply Three (03) months
RUPAYAN Haque Centre 14 | Designation of Official inviting tenders Director Hospital, BIRDEM
Progati Sharani | 15 | Eligibility of Tenderers: (a) The tenderers should be manufacturer or their authorised supplier/distributor or
. dealer of brand. (b) Tenderers shall have a minimum 05 (five) years of experience in the supplying of
RUPAYAN Nowfa Plaza similar cold Storage in Kitchen in Bangladesh or in any country of Asia. (c) The tenderers shall have valid
A trade licence, TIN, VAT & Income Tax Cerlificate and other documents as mentioned in the Tender
RUPAYAN Kari wer document.
RUPATAN F']rmq;{;{f{};r 16 | Tender Security 2% of quoted amount will be deposited in the form of
Demand Draft or Pay Order from any schedule
Agrabad, Chittagong commercial bank in favour of BIRDEM
17 | BIRDEM, reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders without assigning any reason whatsoever
Chawk Bazar, Chittagong
i2uE bl SN0 20R00 SE B Brig. Gen. (Retd.) Dr. Md. Mazher Hossain
e Director Hospital
B - BIRDEM




