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Siddikur gallops

to title
& Golf

SPORTS REPORTER

Siddikur Rahman com-
pleted a remarkable wire-
to-wire triumph at the
Grameenphone Bangladesh
Masters on Sunday and
reiterated his desire of
spearheading the continued

growth of golfin the country.
Siddikur posted a final

round score of three-under-
par (69) for a 19-under-par
(269) total to run away with
the title at the Kurmitola

Golf Club yesterday.
Milon Ahmed of Bangla-

desh secured second posi-
tion with a 72 for a total of
281, twelve strokes behind
Siddikur while amateur
Mohammad Jakiruzzaman
(68), also of Bangladesh and
flamboyant Japanese pros-
pect Yosuke Tsukada (74)
shared third place with a
284 total.

“I want to dedicate my
victory to Bangladesh. This

ameenphone
gla%fs asters 2011

is the first time the Asian
Development Tour is orga-
nized here and it was
great exposure for the
professional golfers in
Bangladesh,” said Siddikur,
who won 13,125 US dollars
for winning the 75,000-

dollar event.
Siddikur got off to a

strong start, sinking three
consecutive birdies from the
first hole before returning
with three further birdies
againstas many bogeys.
Since his victory at the
Brunei Open last season,
Siddikur has continued to fly
the Bangladeshi flag on the
international stage and he is
determined to continue his
mission in the new Asian

Tour season.
The Grameenphone

Bangladesh Masters is the
curtain raiser for the 2011
Asian Development Tour.
The top three players on the
Order of Merit at the end of
the season will earn their
AsianTour cards for2012.
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Siddikur Rahman poses with the winner's trophy at the
end of the Grameenphone Bangladesh Masters at the
Kurmitola Golf Club yesterday.

Aus annihilate Eng

‘*‘. L

PN | Cricket

AFP, Perth

Australia wrapped up an emphatic 6-1
series win over a weary England with a
comprehensive 57-run win in the sev-
enth and final one-day international at

the WACA Ground in Perth on Sunday.
The home side made 279-7 after

winning the toss, and in reply England
managed just 222 in their final match of
a marathon Ashes tour, despite a lusty

unbeaten 60 by Michael Yardy.
The English, who now return home

for a few days of rest before departing
for the World Cup next weekend, were
never in the hunt after opener Andrew
Strauss and Steven Davies both fell for

ducks to leave them struggling at 5-2.
Jonathan Trott and Kevin Pietersen

tried to re-start the innings, but the loss
of both their wickets and that of Ian Bell
left England on 64-5 and their hopes in

tatters.
Mitchell Johnson claimed 3-18 for

the home side and the wayward Shaun
Tait 3-48, but he also conceded nine

wides and five no-balls.

After winning the toss and electing
to bat, half-centuries by Perth natives
David Hussey and man-of-the-match
Adam Voges helped the home side

recover from a slow start to post an
imposing total.
Australia rested Michael Clarke and

Shane Watson, and were 103-4 in the
26th over when stand-in captain
CameronWhite was dismissed for 24.
However Hussey and Voges then
brought their experience in local con-
ditions to the crease to accelerate the

Australian innings, putting on 95 in 83
balls.

Voges, recalled for his first game of
the series and not named in Australia's
15-man World Cup squad, remained
unbeaten on 80 not out, while Hussey

made 60.
It was Voges' highest score in his 15

one-day internationals and came from

just 72 balls.
The Australian innings got off to a

controversial start when recalled
opener Tim Paine was given out lbw to
Liam Plunkett, flown in from the Carib-
bean just for the final game, for five on

review.
The Virtual Eye system said he was

hitin line and that the ball was going on
to hit the stumps, even though Paine
had advanced well down the pitch by

the time the ball struck his pad.
Although the English dropped a

couple of sharp chances, they also held
two magnificent catches.

Opener Brad Haddin (27) was
superbly caught by an alert Steve Finn
on the long-on boundary from the

bowling of Michael Yardy.
Finn caught it inside the boundary

rope, but his momentum carried him
over the marker, forcing him to throw
the ball up in the air and step back

inside the rope to complete the catch.
Matthew Prior, who handed the

wicketkeeping gloves to the recalled
Davies, took a classic on the mid-
wicket boundary to remove Mitchell
Johnson for 26 from the bowling of

James Anderson (3-48).
Prior leapt backwards as he

retreated towards the boundary to

snare the catch well above his head.
England went into the match with-

out creative batsman Eoin Morgan,
who is in doubt for the World Cup due
to a finger injury.

SCORES IN BRIEF

AUSTRALIA: 279 for 7 (Voges 80 not
out, D. Hussey 60, Haddin 27; Anderson
3-48, Plunkett 2-49, Yardy 2-59)
ENGLAND: 222 all out (Yardy 60 not
out, Prior 39, Pietersen 26; Johnson 3-
18, Tait 3-48, Krejza 2-53)

Result: Australia won by 57 runs and

clinched seven-match series6-1.
Man-of-the-match: AdamVoges.
Man-of-the-series: ShaneWatson.

SL sweep series

Cricket

AFP, Colombo

Ajantha Mendis and Thisara Perera
shared seven wickets as Sri Lanka posted
a 26-run win over the West Indies in the
third one-day international on Sunday to
clinch the series 2-0.

Sri Lanka showed the depth of their bowl-
ing line-up by defending their total of 277-9
and restricting the tourists to 251 despite
resting attack spearheads Lasith Malinga,
Muttiah Muralidaran and Nuwan

Kulasekara for the match.
Unorthodox spinner Mendis finished

with 4-46 and seamer Perera with 3-36, while
paceman Dilhara Fernando took 2-45.

Sri Lanka won the second match by eight
wickets after the opening game was aban-

doned due torain.
Perera strengthened his team's position

when he removed well-set Darren Bravo (79)
and skipper Darren Sammy (three) in the
space of five balls.

Mendis took the last three wickets,
including that of Carlton Baugh, to complete
the win, depriving Baugh (49) of his maiden
half-centuryin one-dayinternationals.

Darren Bravo sustained his team's hopes
with a 125-run stand for the third wicket with
Ramnaresh Sarwan (51) after openers Chris
Gayle and Adrian Barath had fallen with no

runs on the board.

Gayle was bowled first ball by Fernando,
while Barath was caught behind in Perera's
opening over.

Darren Bravo and Sarwan applied them-
selves well to keep the Sri Lankan attack at
bay for more than 22 overs, playing some
attractive shots during their partnership.

The West Indies wobbled after the dis-
missal of Sarwan, trapped leg-before by left-
arm spinner Rangana Herath, as they lost
four wickets in the space 34 runs, including
those of Darren Bravo and Shivnarine
Chanderpaul (three).

Darren Bravo fell leg-before to Perera
after cracking one six and nine fours in a 91-
ball knock, his highestin 13 one-dayers.

Man-of-the-match Sangakkara earlier
made a solid 75 to help his side set a chal-
lenging target despite Sulieman Benn's
maiden four-wicket haul.

SCORES IN BRIEF

SRI LANKA: 277 for 9 (Sangakkara 75,
Jayawardene 44, Tharanga 39, Matthews 39
notout; Benn 4-38, Bravo 2-58)

WEST INDIES: 251 all out ( Darren Bravo 79,
Sarwan 51, Baugh 49; Mendis 4-46, Perera 3-
36, Fernando 2-45)

Result: Sri Lanka won by 26 runs and
clinched three-match series 2-0 with one
game abandoned due torain.
Man-of-the-match: Kumar Sangakkara.
Man-of-the-series: Upul Tharanga.

SONY NAT'L TENNIS

Seeds go
unabated

SPORTS REPORTER

All the seeded players con- | _Zr aub
tinued their winning streak

in the second round of the
Sony National Tennis

AFP, Karachi

Greats lament
banned trio

V.Y )] Cricket

Tournament 2011 at the
National Tennis Complex in
Ramna yesterday. In the
men's singles, Mamun
Khandakar beat Hira Lal 6-3,
6-3, Delwar Hossain out-
played Abu Sayed Salmani 6-
1, 6-2, Henry Prithul Mondal
defeated Asmot Ullah 6-1, 6-
1, Mufazzal Hossain crushed
Nurul Islam 7-5, 6-4, Munir
Hossain overpowered Boshir
(Gazi 6-1, 7-5, Anwar Hossain
defeated Shohan 6-2, 6-2,
Mohiuddin Sabuz crushed
Sree Ashit 6-3, 6-2, Dipu Lal
beat Sajib Passy 6-2, 6-4,
Rustam Ali overpowered
Milon Hossain 6-1, 6-3,
Ranjan Ram beat Omor
Faruk 6-2, 6-4, Jamil Bhuiyan
beat Mamun Bapari 6-1, 6-3
and Biplob Ram over-
whelmed Salim 7-6, 6-4 to
earn berths in the pre-
quarterfinals.

In the women's singles,
Shafina Shaha beat Jhilik
Chakma 3-6, 6-1, 6-2, Eshita
Afroz overpowered Moni 6-1,
6-0, Nadia Afrin Ripa crushed
Nadia Islam 6-0, 6-0 and
Pinki Bapari defeated Tahsin
Azmi 4-6, 6-2, 6-1 to secure
quarterfinal berths.

In the girls' U-16 group,
Ayesha Sultana outplayed
Nadia Islam 6-0, 6-0 and
Shafina Shaha overpowered
Promi 6-1, 6-4 to earn pro-
motion to the next round. In
the boys' group, top-seed
Rustam Ali crushed Wamim
6-1, 6-1, Jamil Bhuiyan out-
played Nafiul Kawsar 6-4, 6-1
and Mahin Reza Khan beat
Nukul Ghosh 7-5, 6-3 for
their next round berths.

in August.

lesson.

Former Pakistan captain Wasim Akram admitted that the
lengthy bans handed out to Salman Butt, Mohammad Asif
and Mohammad Aamer for corruption on Saturday repre-

sented a new low for the besieged sport in the country.
"I feel sad for all three of these kids, two just over 20 and

one just 18," Wasim told AFP.

"I feel for their families because they are key players. This
is alow for Pakistan cricket."

The International Cricket Council's anti-corruption
tribunal on Saturday banned Butt for 10 years (five sus-
pended), Asif for seven years (two suspended) and teenager
Aamer for five.

The bans were handed after an investigation into allega-

tions made by the News of the World that the players delib-
erately bowled no-balls in the Lord's Test against England

Wasim said he hopes the punishments will serve as a

"Not only for cricketers in Pakistan, but also for the play-
ers of the world, this should be a lesson, and [ sincerely hope
that the ICC has set an example with this verdict and this will
serve as a clean-up, not only in Pakistan cricket, but in world
cricket," said Wasim.

Wasim said Aamer is a special talent.

"I was very happy to see Aamer's progress, but with this
punishment his career will suffer. I hope he comes back
strongly,” said Wasim, of the teenage left-arm paceman who
hasbeen compared to him.

Former Pakistan spinner Igbal Qasim termed the deci-
sionas "upsetting".

"All three players were the future of Pakistan cricket, so
it's a very upsetting day," said former spinner Igbal, who is
also the head of the National Bank team for which all three
players featured in domestic matches.

"All three had promising careers but it's sad that they fell
into a trap and couldn't recover. They could have earned
more through playing international cricket," said Qasim,
also a former chief selector.

(Qasim said the decision must serve as reminder for other
cricketers as well as for Pakistan Cricket Board (PCB).

"I hope these punishments will help future cricketers be
more responsible. I think it should also serve as a jolt for the PCB
who should have curbed this beforeithappened,” said Qasim.

Former captain Rashid Latif said the loss of the three
players will be temporary.

"To gain an honest system, and have unquestionable integ-
rity, you have to lose something and players come and go --
this will be amomentaryloss for Pakistan cricket," said Latif.

Mini World
Cup begins

SPORTS REPORTER

Mirpur Bangla School and
College beat Scholastica in
the opening match of
the Mini Cricket World Cup,
a tournament for the
different schools of Dhaka
and Chittagong, at the
Dhanmondi Cricket

Stadium yesterday.
In the other matches,

Dhaka Ideal School,
Willes Little Flower School
and Rayer Bazar High
School won their respective

matches.
Former national captain

and current selector Akram
Khan was present as the
chief guest in the inaugura-
tion programme while BCB
senior vice-president and
COC (Central Organising
Committee) convenor
Mahbubul Anam.

Rahmatganj

FROM PAGE 16
Shohel Rana controlled the

ball through his chest before
firing it home from inside
the box.

The Farashganj players
protested the ruling of the
referee, resulting in a
moment in a momentary
stoppage. However, the
game resumed and finished
without further incident.

Away at the Cox's Bazar
Stadium, Brothers Union
posted their second victory
to leapfrog to fifth position
with nine points after beat-
ing hosts Chittagong
Abahani 2-0, thanks to sec-
ond-half strikes from Enock
Bentil and Everton.

Chittagong Abahani are
at the bottom with two
points after suffering five
defeats in seven games.

We need

FROM PAGE 16
match against Canada.

"I am satisfied with what
we are doing. It has been
good two weeks, one in
centre-wicket at Mirpur and
another in Chittagong, the
last three days were really

good.
"Centre-wicket, under

lights, lots of batting and
bowling. Now we'll be toning
it down a little bit and get
ready to play the practice
match," said Siddons.

Shakib

FROM PAGE 16
responding to the global

AIDS crisis.
Speakers informed that

under the programme of
Think Wise, key messages
about HIV and AIDS have
already been spread to 60
schools in Dhaka and
Chittagong, two cities where
the matches of the Cricket
World Cup will take place,
and road shows in 60 dis-
tricts were held, as well as
community-based cricket
tournament.

Butt, Aamer to appeal

\é&,ﬂl Cricket

REUTERS, Karachi

Salman Butt and Mohammad Aamer returned
to Pakistan on Sunday and pledged to clear
their names of corruption charges that earned
them bans of at least five years each from an
International Cricket Council (ICC) tribunal.

Former Test captain Butt and pace bowlers
Aamer and Mohammad Asif were found
guilty of corruption by the tribunal on Satur-
dayin Doha.

Butt was banned for 10 years with five of
them suspended if the 26-year-old does not
re-offend and takes part in a Pakistan Cricket

Board (PCB) anti-corruption campaign.
Asif, 28, was banned for seven years with

two suspended under the same terms as Butt,
while 18-year-old Aamer was given a straight

five-yearban.
Only Aamer, whose lawyer said he would

appeal, has arealistic chance of playing inter-
national cricket again.

Five-year bans were the minimum an
independent three-man tribunal could
impose under the ICC's anti-corruption code
once it had concluded that Butt, Asif and
Aamer were guilty of spot-fixing in the fourth
Test against England last August.

Butt and Aamer encountered no hostile
reception when they exited the airport and
both maintained their innocence.

"l am innocent of the charges made
against me and I stand by what I say. [ will not
rest until I get the ban overturned," Butt told
reporters at the airport.

"I don't think our arguments were heard
properly and the ban is unjustified."

Aamer expressed similar concerns with
the hearing.

"l am innocent and I was confident they
would clear me. The ban came as a total

shock," he said.
"We are waiting for the ICC to release the

detailed judgement of the tribunal after
which we will decide what to do but we have
made up our minds to appeal the ban in the
firstinstance."

PHOTO: AFP

Disgraced former Pakistan captain Salman Butt walks out of the Lahore airport

after returning from Doha yesterday.

Usha win big

SPORTS REPORTER

Usha Krira Chakra made a
positive start in the Chow-
dhury Group Shaheed Smriti
Hockey tournament with a
2-1 win over Bangladesh
Navy at the Maulana
Bhasani Hockey Stadium
yesterday.

Krishna Kumar gave Usha
the lead in the 32nd minute
but Sohag drew level for
Navy in the 56th minute.
Sheikh Mohammad Nannu
struck the winner two min-
utes from time.

In the day's other game,
Shadharan Bima crushed
Bangladesh Air Force 4-1
riding on a superb hattrick
by Turja who scored all three
goals by converting penalty
corners in the 16th, 19th and
45th minutes. Rubel scored
the rest for Bima while
Raseluddin reduced the
margin through a field goal.

KKSP into
Club Cup
semifinal

SPORTS REPORTER

KKSP made it into the semifi-
nal of the inter-district Club
Cup cricket tournament at
the Mymen-singh Stadium
yesterday.

They beat Pragatishil
Swadesi Sangha of Tangail
by nine wickets in the day's
encounter.

In the day's other game,
Chittagong Brothers Union
beat Barisal Abahani by
seven wickets in Kushtia.
Meanwhile, Saidpur Cricket
Club of Nilphamari moved
into the semifinals from
GroupA.
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