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HABIUL AWAL :

WHAT LIBERATION MEANS

National Professor Kabir Chowdhury talks about
the true essence of the language movement
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RAPED GIRL WHIPPED TO DEATH

Police, post-mortem
miss injury marks S,

EMRAN HOSSAIN, from Shariatpur

Neither the police inquest nor the
post-mortem found any injury
marks on Hena's body though the
national media quoting numerous
witnesses reported she had been
whipped to death following a fatwa

at Chamta village of the district.
The Daily Star studied both the

reports which also contradict the
confessions made by the two
detained local arbitrators before a
court that the girl had been lashed in

their presence.
The findings of the inquest and

stayin hospital.

possible.

New cloud hovers over

the post-mortem have
not only surprised the
victim's family members
but also the doctors and
nurses who attended
Hena during her six-day

Contacted, two foren-
sic experts at Suhrawardi
Medical College and
Hospital in the capital
suggested a fresh autopsy as early as

A senior nurse at Shariatpur
Sadar Hospital described to this
correspondent how traumatised

inflation pressure

INAM AHMED

It could not have happened at a worse time. After
dollar remaining stable against taka for about four
years (it hovered around Tk 69 a dollar), it has sud-
denly got stronger and is selling for above Tk 74. It

has every potential to shake the economic stability.
And it would hurt more now because we, just as

others around the globe, are witnessing galloping
inflation. As a heavily import dependent country,
costly greenback would mean importing more
inflation in the form of costly goods, fighting which

would be astiff challenge for the policymakers.
To make things worse, many banks are not

accepting letters of credit (LC) for import without
"at confirmation", which means if you approach a
local bank for opening an LC you have to take guar-

antee from a foreign bank that you will not default
on payment. Businessmen have to count an added
cost of about 4 percent for this, making their

imports costlier in a heated commodity market.
Taka'sloss of ground is quite dramatic, and much

3, 1432 HIIRI

senior nurse, continued.

Fearing social disgrace, Hena's
relatives did not disclose the actual
cause of herinjuries to the doctors.
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Your Right to Know

ISRAEL'S FEAR

Yossi Klein Halevi discusses Egyptian

upheaval's effects on Israel
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and depressed the 15-
year-old girl was when
admitted there on

January 25.

“For the next three
days she could not walk.
There were injury marks
all over her face. I tried
to check her body but
the family members did
not allow,” Archana, the

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

The photo taken during the rainy season shows a large sign-
board of Nasim City housing project sticking out of the Turag
at Nababerbagh of Dhaka, an apparent attempt to grab river
land. When compared to yesterday's photo, inset, it is clear
how difficult it is for vessels to maneuver there.

NO RESPITE
for Turag

New grabbers join old ones

- _
SECOND EDITION Q Y 2V
‘ AW e\ W\
Y 5"‘*%!’ --

3 ! "%
28 PAGES PLUS STAR FORUM PRICE : 1K 10.00 A A ‘

WHICH WAY TO GO

Experts advise students

on career path
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HC rallies
for rivers
Decides to settle
lt.’ﬂ-"'u'{:‘.‘ I COUurt

injunction on
eviction

of it can be attributed to a yawning gap in trade
balance (the gap between import and export bills),
and narrowing of the surplus in current account
balance, which includes foreign aid and remittance

flow -- both nowwaning.
For the last four years, the central bank had been

active in the foreign exchange market because oth-
erwise taka would get stronger and dollar would
become cheap. In such a case, exporters would have

PiNAKI ROY

The Turag between
Amin Bazar and
Tongi bridge has
shrunk so much that
few boats ply the
river during the dry

SE4501I1.

SWathips. STAFF CORRESPONDENT
Then there are —_—
firms like Nasim Real The High Court yes-

Estate who have
hoardings planted in

the middle of the

river.

Officials of
Bangladesh Inland

terday issued a suo
moto rule upon the
government directing
it to submit a report
on whether the lower
court s injunction

been hurt.

But now, the reverse is visible as dollar is

Its vast stretches
remain grabbed

SEE PAGE 19 COL 4 despite repeated

Rural Food Inflation [

Oct 9.1 40/0
Nov 1 0.53%
Dec 1 1 .76% S

IN PERCENTAGE

MONTHLY INFLATION RATE are joining in to choke the river further.
10.00 More than 10 feet on either side of the
_/J river gets inundated during the monsoon.
8.00
t”_'_—fr a Even then, boats struggle to move freely
6.00 - X because of signboards there.
4.00 Most of the hoardings belong to some
200 housing companies out to lure people
into buying unauthorised plots in the
Y0 T oct10 T Noi0 | Dec't0 | river area.
MONTH On the Mirpur flood embankment,
, several signboards of "Janani Residential
——&— National —%— Rural —e— Urban

Rein back price
spike right away

14-party leaders slate govt over

pricey essentials, poor
municipal polls results

HASAN JAHID TUSHER

Leaders of the ruling Awami League-led grand alliance
yesterday criticised the government for “failure” to con-
tain price hike of essentials, and urged it to take immedi-
ate steps to reduce the prices of rice and other food items
since those have gone beyond purchasing capacity of
people.

Theyalso called for increasing the subsidy on food and
bringing more poor people under government food
rationing.

The call was made at a meeting the 14-party combine
held at AL President Sheikh Hasina's political office at
Dhanmondi in the capital with coordinator of the com-

bine Syeda Sajeda Chowdhuryin the chair.
Talking to journalists later, AL General Secretary Syed

Ashraful Islam said the meeting urged the opposition
BNP to withdraw today's hartal so that the government
could complete necessary preparations for the ensuing

World Cup Cricket in the capital.
‘Since the government has met the opposition leader's

(Khaleda Zia) demand for cancellation of its plan to build
an airport in Arial Beel, and withdrawn the case against
her, there is no logic to go for the hartal,” said Ashraf, also
the LGRD and cooperatives minister.

Addressing the meeting, the leaders said the alliance
could not achieve desired results in the recently held
municipal polls and parliamentary by-elections due to

SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

Get Bangla in

Arabic script

Opined then Bengali

education minister
SYED BADRUL AHSAN

The death of Mohammad
Ali Jinnah in September
1948 pushed Pakistan
squarely up against a set
of new conditions. A fun-
damental reason behind
that was that Jinnah had
combined in himself the
powers of governor gen-
eral, president of the con-
stituent assembly and

president of the ruling
SEE PAGE 6 COL 3

NOTICE

Dear English medium
school students, the
"Brain Brats" competi-
tion is on! Keep your eyes
on The Daily Star
"Knowledge Corner" on
page 2 and join the first
online knowledge com-
petition in Bangladesh.

A signboard of another housing project
on the Turag at Nababerbagh.

pledges by the government to evict the
encroachers. Not only that, new players

J Project” and "Al Tasauf Green View" stake
claims to the Turag land and adjoining

Water Transport
Authority, the gov-
ernment body
responsible for maintaining navigability
of the rivers, said they are aware of the
signboards and are ready to evict anyone
who would be found encroaching on the
river.

Sharif Afzal Hossain, senior deputy
director of BIWTA, said he has seen sign-
boards on the riverbanks in Mirpur,
Mohammadpur and Dhanmondi, and has
already filed firstinformation reports with
the police stations concerned.

"Actually, the deputy commissioner's
office is supposed to take actions in this

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7
MORE ON PAGE 5

against eviction of
structures trom the
Buriganga river has
violated a Supreme
Court judgement.

The SC last year
upheld an HC verdict
that directed the
government in 2009
to remove all struc-
tures trom four rivers
around Dhaka,
including the
Buriganga.

The HC bench of
Justice AHM

SEE PAGE 6 COL 5

Hartal eve sees
10 buses burnt

2 hurt in blast at DU; Khaleda
roots for hartal to 'help end
public sufferings'’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A handmade bomb exploded on Dhaka University cam-
pus and at least nine buses were set on fire in the capital
on the eve of today's nationwide hartal enforced by the
main opposition BNP, police say.

The bomb went off outside TSC injuring two students
sitting there. The injured were Ruman Parveen Taslim,
student of Central Women's College, and her friend Hasib

Ahmed, Shahbagh police say.
The law-enforcers said pro-hartal activists torched at

least 10 vehicles in other parts of the city and clashed with

police.
The police blamed the violence on the supporters of

the dawn-to-dusk hartal and detained several opposition
activists for their alleged involvement in attacking the
vehicles.

Clashes between hartal supporters and law-enforcers
erupted also in Chittagong and Barisal. Some opposition
activists were injured when police charged batons on them.

BNP called the hartal in protest against cases filed
against its Chairperson Khaleda Zia over clashes erupted
for the government's now-cancelled plan to build an
international airport on Arial Beel, share market scandal
and price hike of essentials.

The government has however decided to relocate the

airport, while police said no cases were filed against

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1
PHOTOS ON PAGES 5, 20

WHEN EMERGENCY
STRIKES

Just dial

10678

from any corner of the country
for the best emergency service
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