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Photography Exhibition
Title: Kaleidoscope of Life
Venue: Bangladesh Shishu
Academy

Date: February 6-9

Time: 10am-5pm

Group Art Exhibition
Title: Rooted Creativity-8
Venue: Bengal Gallery,
275/F Dhanmondi, Road-
16, Dhanmondi

Date: February 4-13

- Shajahan Munshi, Rob Fakir, Rinku, young -- swayed to Idris Rahman's “Through our music we hope to reach  classics like “Tumi Eshechhile originators of the art form called Afro- Ohonkar
and Baby Akhtar -- rendered popular eddying saxophone and Robin a point where genre stops to matter.”  Porshu”, “Kalarey Koirogo Mana” and  beat, gave a hypnotic performance On ETV at 08:20pm
Solo Painting Exhibition Bangladeshi folk numbers to the Hopkraft's bold trumpet. The con- She added, “With the soulful mixing “Bhromor Koiyo Giya” featuring Afro- late at night. ﬂ;:?:;::
kitht- Mobamumsid Bis music of Motimba, a band recognised  giant improvisation, a characteristic of these different forms we hope to beat, jazz, and Latin forms were also For a Bangladeshi who admires Rahman Milon,
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre, for their blending of funk and afro- of jazz, and the rhythmic off-beat transcend the boundaries of language cheered on by the audience. The global music, this was like being in a Humaira Himu
gﬁi;ﬁirﬂzﬂﬂ“gﬂdi i beat with Cuban grooves. In their forms of reggae were outstanding. as well.” The players of guitar, bass, group is recognised for its efforts to candy shop.
I =repruar
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5“'9 F.'allntlng lifestyle, and associations that he har- will also be prevalent in the staging. The Nisarga
Eﬁg;h'ﬁ';:‘: khaled boured the idea of global citizenship. “In dance-drama will be a product of collab- On Boishakhi at ' R
Title: Alchemy of Existersce 'Rediscovering Tagore',” said Eeshita, “we orative work of Bangladeshi dancers, Dﬁ:f;:::: W [l"..,'
Venue: Alliance Francaise want to bring to focus his passion for Indian musicians and UK dance experts. CaitShanis 1)
Date: Jan 28-Feb 10 intercultural dialogue. Contextualising It is worthy of mention that the storyline i Semans 1

National Street Theatre

Festival 2011
Venue: Central Shaheed Minar

] along
with tradi-
tional Bangla
folk for the first
time at a major
open air concert on
February 4 and 5 at
Sultana Kamal Mohila
Krira Complex, in
Dhanmondi.
The concert, on February 4,
kicked off with Motimba featuring

Baul artistes. Renowned Baul singers -

~

Batashey”, “Khyapa”, “Krishno Prem”
and some popular songs of Lalon
Shai.

The sounds of the horns of
Soothsayers, a South London collec-
tive, were probably the most remark-
able at the gig. Their mix of reggae,
Afro-funk and urban jazz has already
earned them international recogni-
tion. They played some of the popular
remixes of their "One More Reason”
sessions. The prominence of horns
was evident in their performance.
Music lovers -- young and not so
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When asked about their highly
experimental music, Julia Biel, one of
the vocalists of the group, said:
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and drums also got enough room to
show off their skills.
Lokkhi Terra's renditions of Bangla

popularise Bengali musical heritage
in Europe.
Dele Sosimi, credited as one of the

of the dance-drama "Tasher Desh" infus-
ing western forms.

Eeshita Azad, Project Manager, Arts
and Skills, British Council said: “The way
Shakespeare is treated, loved, honoured

enough to do the same with Tagore.”
[tis evident through Tagore's creations,

his works of literature in modern times is
our objective, and that's what we mean by
'rediscovering'.”

With the theme "Crossing

Boundaries”, a two-day long workshop on

special guests to give the show a global
flavour.

The British Council will organise a
Tagore inspired fashion show which will
aim to visualise western influences in

ting, will be the centre piece of the festi-
val. The theme of "crossing boundaries

of Tagore's play was inspired by "Alice in
Wonderland".

The events will highlight the underly-
ing emphasis on intercultural dialogue in
Tagore's works. For more information
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| Key advisor for the festival, Professor Emeritus Anisuzzaman (4-L); Dr. Kamal Lohani (C) F'?mdf’g
Mimo Drama with Rezwana Chowdhury Bonnya; Lubna Marium (3-R, front); Emdad Haque (5-L) with Millionaire
?”’““"i“d”r Frodlp British Council personnel Eeshita Azad, Masud Hossain and Nahin Idris. SRI0E o
roupe: Swapnadal 08:50pm
E’;ﬂ”e; ARG DR and experimented on in the west with Tagore'slifestyle. GE"':;:;T::
Date: February 10 none of his glories diminished, I'd like to An adaptation of "Tasher Desh", Cast: Dev Patel,
see the young Bangladeshis empowered contextualised to a contemporary set- Freida Pinto

Preiices Tagore inspired writing [in English] will please visit: http://www.britishcouncil. 05:30  EiShoptaher Bishwa 08:50  Slumdog Millionaire
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production. politically aware woman in Duhshala, who writes to her hus- R the upcoming 23rd 007 movie, which 11:30  Diplomatic Zone 09:30  Coffee with Karen
The cast of the play includes Helen Hasan, Shefali Parveen,  band Jayadratha. The last act of the play features Jona's letter is due for release in 2012. Desh TV 1030 Ripping the Decade
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work to narrate the agony of Shakuntala, Draupadi, Duhshala

and Jona.

The play is a narrative of letters written by these four epic
characters to their respective husbands. The play starts with
Shakuntala, who writes a moving letter to her husband

Dushyanta, who has seemingly abandoned her.

Where Shuvashis highlights the grief of solitude through
Shakuntala, he tries to depict a resentful woman as he nar-
rates the story of Draupadi. The audience sees a wise and

directed the play, based on prominent Indian playwright

Badal Sarkar's two plays -- "Michhi" and "Shonibar".

The story of the Prachyanat production zooms in on a uni-
versity theatre troupe. Humayun Rashid, Fazle Faraji, Ashiqul

Islam, Nur-e-Arefin, Nishat Sharmin, Al Naseer, Parvin Paru
and Monwar Don, among others, performed as actors in the

play.

Apart from directing, Reetu Sattar also designed the set of

the play.

Academy (BSA), Alliance Francaise de
Dhaka, Asiatic Gallery of Fine Arts,
British Council, Drik Gallery, Goethe-
Institut and Faculty of Fine Arts
(Dhaka University).

Among the numerous fascinating
photographs displayed during the
festival, it was Karen Knorr's "The
Queen's Room" that stirred the great-
est interest. As it was used as the logo
of the festival, people got to see it on
the posters of Chobi Mela on the walls
of Dhaka. The image was from Knorr's
photographic series called "India
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The Peacemaker by Karen Knorr.

ing Mr. Connery doing James Bond
with my father. Who in the world
would think I'd be in one of those
movies?... [My conversation with
Mendes was] very intriguing... They're
changing the whole thing, the whole
dynamic,” the Daily Express quoted
him as telling the Los Angeles Times.
"I'd be playing Bond's nemesis,
yes, but it's not that obvious.
Everything is more nuanced... But
who knows? Maybe [ will go back
home saying, 'l have the world in my
hands.’ Evil can be very seductive,” he
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Song". When asked if she would like Kozka, Kelly Hussey-Smith, Sayed Asif  is the Chobi Mela challenge: to added. News (Bangla) at 8:00 am News (Bangla) at 7:30am.
to comment on the photo, Knorr said: Mahmud, Amit Mehra, Ali Akbar emerge into the world and change it,” EIIDG pméﬁ:?ﬂ ﬁm-ﬁ;%ﬂ pm. } Eﬂgm- 5:00pm. 7:15pm.
f : ; i 2 C T L L L LR R R LR LR R L L R LR R LR LR R R LR L) E'N’S IES Et 1 : : m.
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called zanana in Mughal and Rajput Cazalis and Morten Krogvold were on Dr. Shahidul Alam, festival direc- Late Night News (Banglaand ~ 10:00am. 12:00am. 4:00pm.

architecture, addressing femininity

display.

tor recalled how people were incred-

English) 11:30 pm. (To be
telecast on all Bangla

News (English) at 6:00pm
Rtv

and its relationship with the animal The profound alienation of people  ulous when Drik decided to set up its channels). News (Bangla): 2:30 pm,
world.” in overcrowded Dhaka was reflected own festival of photography, which ﬁ:ﬂ?&r‘ém: 7:00 am, %?;gﬂp?ﬁﬁﬁaﬂ']méﬁ'm P

The beauty of the photos on dis- in the artistic works of Asif Mahmud. would showcase the work of 9:00 am, 2:00 pm, 9:00 pm, ntv
play at Lichutola, Faculty of Fine Arts, Bronek Kozka's photos were also Bangladeshi artistes alongside the H}ﬁﬂﬂf Pl :{ﬂﬁ ”§'§5;§”§'§me
Dhaka University was almost hypno-  remarkable in the way they captured most exciting works from the rest of ora owsan ymar@ | w0 23 T T SIADB NEWS (Bangla): 7:00 pm, 10:30pm, 1:00am
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Theatre enthusiasts were in for a treat last weekend, as three
new plays were staged on February 4 at the three stages of
Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy. Nagarik Natyangan
Ensemble premiered its play "Raja Rani" at the National
Theatre Hall; Manipuri Theatre staged its latest production
"Kohe Birangana" at the Experimental Theatre Hall and stu-
dents of Prachyanat School of Acting and Design staged
"Michhil O Shonibar" at the Studio Theatre Hall.

Nagarik's "Raja Rani" is an adaptation of the Sunil
Gangopadhyay story with the same title. Veteran
actor/director Jamaluddin Hossain directed the play. The play
depicts a sudden change in a couple's life. The couple, in
focus, perform as king and queen on stage as part of a jatra

Scenes from "Michhil O Shanibar" and "Kohe Birangana" (left).

PHOTO: MUMIT M.

tising. The celebration of the rich
visual culture of northern India was
too evident to miss. However, the
artiste did not want the viewers to
have a depoliticised interpretation of
her works, overlooking the issues
addressed.

Joanna Petrie's exhibition, titled
"The Girl who Fell to Earth” at the
British Council was also remarkable
in its ability to shock and fascinate at
the same time.

The largest exhibition of the festival
was at BSA. Works of internationally
recognised photographers like Bronek

the subtle emotions and tension
inside suburban homes in Australia.
(Questions of homelessness and intru-
sion were addressed in the photo-
graphs.

“The overwhelming sense of Chobi
Mela VI in Dhaka, Bangladesh is one
of potential. Huge creative potential,
the potential to change the narrative
of the global community, recast its
mythologies and restate its essence,”
said Chris Riley from USA. “From
Dhaka the stories must be different;
they must be from a different per-
spective and in a different form. This

the world. Against all odds the Chobi
Mela festival has gone from strength
to strength. “If impossibility is a
criterion for success, then Chobi
Mela has all the credentials,” said
Alam.

To achieve this success Drik addi-
tionally used new technologies to
include a global audience by live
broadcast on Drik TV (www.drik.tv)
the inauguration at the National
Theatre Auditorium, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy and the evening
presentations at Goethe Institut from
January 21-27.
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