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Fresh Sri
Lanka floods
kill 13

AFP, Colombo

Renewed rains in Sri Lanka
have flooded a large number
of towns and villages and
killed at least 13 people,

officials said yesterday.
Heavy monsoon down-

pours have driven some
800,000 people out of their
flooded homes and into
state-run welfare centres or
to stay with friends and
relatives on higher ground,

officials said.
"The situation in the

Eastern, North and North
Central Provinces is serious
as monsoon rains continue,”
the Disaster Management
Centre saidin astatement.
Police said the number of
people killed in the latest
flood-related incidents had
risen to 13 after five people
who went missing after a boat

accident on Thursday night
were later declared dead.
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PHOTO : AFP
Cambodian top commanders (R) talk with Thai top commanders during a meeting near the Cambodian and Thai

border at Anglong Veng district in Odar Meanchey province, some 450 kilometres northwest of Phnom Penh yes-
terday. Cambodia's Foreign Minister wrote to the United Nations yesterday, drawing its attention to the "explo-
sive" situation on the border with Thailand, where five people have died, including military personnel, in two days
of fighting.

Wl THAI-CAMBODIAN BORDER UNREST

Gun fight kills 5

Ceasefire agreed but situation still 'tense'

AFP, Phnom Penh

A Thai soldier was killed in a brief

Thailand and Cambodia yesterday agreed a
ceasefire to halt fighting near a disputed
temple that left at least five people dead, but
border tensions remained high.

Military officials from the two countries
confirmed the ceasefire but a Cambodian
general told reporters after the negotiations
that the "situation right now is still tense”.

Cambodia had earlier called fighting near
the 11th-century Preah Vihear temple "ex-
plosive”, while Thailand branded it a viola-
tion of territory as both sides blamed the
other for sparking the worst violence in more

than two years.

The neighbours traded heavy weapons
fire in an area around the Hindu temple,
which is claimed by both countries, on
Friday and each said the other had used
mortars, rockets and artillery.

Cambodia has said two of its soldiers and
one civilian were killed in Friday's fighting,
while Thailand said a villager on its side of

the border also died.

resumption of hostilities yesterday morning
and both sides have reported injured troops.

Reports from the border suggested four
captured Thai soldiers were returned follow-
ing the ceasefire talks.

Thousands of people fled the border area
on Friday as villages were evacuated on both
sides after fighting between the neighbours
erupted for the first time in more than a year
when simmering border tensions boiled
OVer.

Television footage showed smoke plumes
rising near Preah Vihear, which according to
Cambodia suffered "serious” damage in the
fighting.

Ties between the neighbours have been
strained since the temple was granted UN
World Heritage status in July 2008.

The World Court ruled in 1962 that Preah
Vihear itself belonged to Cambodia,
although its main entrance lies in Thailand
and the 4.6-square-kilometre (1.8-square-

mile) area around the temple is claimed by
both sides.

Militants kill four
'spies’ in Pakistan
Car blast kills three in Khyber

AFP, Peshawar, Pakistan

Militants shot dead four men for alleged spying and dumped
their bodies outside a northwestern Pakistani town yester-
day, police said.

Police said they found four bullet-riddled bodies with
notes from militants in their pockets outside Karak, a north-
western town near the lawless North Waziristan tribal dis-
trictwhere Taliban militants are active.

"We found bodies of four men, they had been killed by
shooting and notes in their pockets said they were spying for
Indian and Jewish intelligence agencies," district police
chiefSajid Mohmand told AFP.

"We are trying to ascertain the identities of the dead
men," he said, adding that it was the first such incident in
Karak.

Meanwhile, a bomb planted in a car exploded yesterday
killing three passengers and wounding two pedestrians in a
Pakistani tribal area on the border with Afghanistan.

The bomb, which was on a timer, exploded in a moving
car at Barqgambarkhel village in the lawless Khyber tribal
district, they said.

"Three people were killed and two pedestrians were
wounded when a time bomb planted in a car exploded,”

Khyber's top administrative official Shafirullah Khan told AFP.
The wounded were in stable condition, he added.

Washington has branded the tribal belt a global head-
quarters of Al-Qaeda and wants Pakistan to do more to fight
insurgents streaming acrossits border into Afghanistan.

Downpours
pile misery
on Australia

AFP, Tully Heads, Australia

Torrential rains and flash
floods trapped scores of
people in homes and cars
following a massive cyclone,
piling more misery on
Australia yesterday after
weeks of record inundations.

As coastal residents
pieced together homes and
farms destroyed by Severe
Tropical Cyclone Yasi, dra-
matic deluges brought by
cyclone activity caused
chaos in the state of Victoria,
some 2,000 kilometres away.

Authorities urged resi-
dents of the small town of
Koo Wee Rup, southeast of
Melbourne, to evacuate for
fear of flash floods, while
more than 80 people were
rescued from flood-bound
houses and vehicles.

"Whether you're near the
roads, whether you're near
floodwaters, please don't
drive through, ride through
or play through flood-
waters."

Kerala HC nods to
Islamic Financial
Institution

OuR CORRESPONDENT, New Delhi

The High Court in southern Indian state of Kerala on
Thursday dismissed two petitions challenging the setting up
of an Islamic Financial Institution on the lines of Islmaic
Banks with the support of Kerala State Industrial
Development Corporation (KSIDC).

Dismissing the petitions by Janata Party leader S
Subramanian Swamy and a Hindu outfit, a Division Bench
comprising Chief Justice ] Chelameswar and Justice
Ramachandra Menon said the petitioners could not demon-
strate how the government order allowing the setting up of
the institution had the effect of directly promoting a particu-
lar religion.

With this judgement, the government's decision to set up
a financial banking service with the support of KSIDC on the
lines of Islamic Banking has received the High Court's nod.

The state justified its stand and contended the invest-
ment was commercial in nature and will not offend the secu-

lar principles of the Indian Constitution.
The Company Al Barakh Fianncial Services, which was

registered under the Companies Act, assured the Court that
funding of financial institution will be in strict adherence to the
laws prevailing in the country aswell as principles of Shariat.

The petitioners complained that the government's deci-
sion was against the secular principles of the Constitution.
Swamy's contention was that Art 27 of the Constitution
prohibits a state government body, in this case the KSIDC, to
engage in ventures like Islamic Banking.

Blasts kill two
soldiers in
Afghanistan

AFP, Kabul

Two international troops
were killed in separate
improvised bomb blasts in
southern Afghanistan yes-
terday, the International
Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) said.

It did not give further
details of their nationality or
what happened in line with
policy.

Officials also said that two
pilots were injured when a
French military helicopter
made an emergency landing
east of Kabullate on Friday.

The incident happened
as the combat helicopter
was escorting transport
helicopters from a French
base in the Surobi district of
Kabul province back to the
capital itself.

French military spokes-
man told AFP enemy fire had
been ruled out as a cause of
the incident, which he said
happened during bad
weather conditions.

Assange asks Australian

PM to bring him home
Makes Facebook fundraising ple

AFP, Cnn Online, Sydney

WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange has
called on Australian Prime Minister
Julia Gillard to bring him home just
days before he faces an extradition
hearing related to sexual assault
allegations.

Australian-born Assange, on bail
in Britain while fighting extradition to
Sweden, is due in court in London
tomorrow on charges of sexual assault (Monday).

In a video posted on the Sydney Morning Herald website,
Assange called on Gillard to support him.

"There has been outrageous and illegal calls to have me
and my staff killed, clear cases of incitement to violence. Yet
the Australian government has condoned this behaviour by
itsdiplomaticsilence,"” he said.

"Julia Gillard should be taking active steps to bring me
home and to protect our people. She should be contacting
the US embassy and demanding that it back off."

Meanwhile, lawyers forWikiLeaks founder Julian Assange
have set up a Facebook page asking for donations to his legal
defense fund.

As of Friday afternoon, about $5,700 had been raised on
the site, which featured a picture of Assange with the words,
"Ineed your help. Please give."

On its website, the law firm gave information including a
bank account number and sort code, and a PayPal link, so
donors can give money directly to the fund.

Queen 'approves’
of King's Speech

BBC ONLINE “, .
The Queen has ." '

appeared to have given r
her blessing to the

Oscar-nominated film
The King's Speech,
which portrays her
father King GeorgeVI.

The BBC's Rajesh - =4
Mirchandani said Her Queen Elizabe
Majesty is understood to have had a private screening of the
film and is said to have found it moving.

The story details her father's battle against his speech
impediment and also shows a young Princess Elizabeth.

Screenwriter David Seidler said the approval was the
ultimate honour.

The Queen Mother, who was married to King George VI,
once asked the Mr Seidler not to make the film, our corre-
spondent added.

"When her mother asked me 30 years ago to wait, because
the memory of these events were still too painful, I under-
stood the intense feelings that were involved," he said.

"And now that the film has been written and made with
love, and respect, and admiration, the fact that Her Majesty
has recognised this is incredibly and wonderfully gratify-
ing."

Mr Seidler could win an Oscar and a Bafta for his screen-
play as the film leads the nominations for both awards.

'Outlaw’ killed

FROM PAGE 20
3:30am, police said.
A joint team of police and

Rab reached the spot to
investigate when the crimi-
nals started to open fire at
the law enforcers, Jahangir
Alam, officer-in-charge of
Harinakundo Police Station

told The Daily Star.
The police and Rab retali-

ated triggering it into a 30-
minute gunfight.

At one stage, the gang
managed to flee the scene
leaving bullet-hit Belal on
the spot. He was rushed to
Harinakundo Upazila
Health Complex where
doctors declared him dead.

Bazlur Rahman, a consta-
ble of Harinakundo Police
Station was also injured
during the fight. He was
admitted to the health com-
plex.

The law enforcers recov-
ered two shutter guns, one
bomb, six bullets and Tk
5,341 from Belal's posses-
sion.

Belal was the son of late
Rafikul Islam of
Bashudebpur village in the
upazila

Protest over killing
sparks fear of unrest
in Indian Kashmir

REUTERS, Srinagar, India

Thousands of people protested in Indian Kashmir yesterday
against the killing of a student by soldiers, raising fear of a
revival of anti-Indian unrest in which more than 100 people
were killed last year.

The army said it killed the 22-year-old student, Manzoor
Magray, when he walked into an ambush laid by soldiers for
separatist militants and tried to run away when challenged.

Indian forces have been fighting a separatist revolt in
Kashmir since 1989. The government says nearly 50,000
people have been killed but rights groups say the toll is
higher.

Relatives of Magray said the young man had been killed in
"cold blood" and about 2,500 people marched in a proces-
sion with his body borne aloft, blocking roads in Handwara
town, in Kupwara district, witnesses and a Reuters photogra-
pher said.

Anti-India sentiment runs deep in Muslim-majority
Kashmir and killings by the security forces often spark pro-
tests.

More than 100 people were killed in anti-Indian unrest
last year that began as a protest over the killing of a 17-year-
old student.

Last year's unrest eased off after official promises of a
political solution of grievances in the Himalayan region.

Renewed strife would put the central government under
further pressure as it tries to fend off opposition attacks over
corruption and public anger over high inflation.

Vacancy Announcement

Promotion of Development and Confidence

20 February, 2011.

Building in the Chittagong Hill Tracts

United Nations Development Programme in Bangladesh announces vacancy for the following
position for "Chittagong Hill Tracts Development Facility" under "Service Contract" modality.
The duration of the contract is one year initially and subject to renewal on an annual basis upon
satisfactory performance and availability of funds.

1. Project Officer-Planning, Monitoring and Reporting- 1 position

For details of the Terms of Reference and instructions to apply, please visit our website:
http://www.undp.org.bd/jobs. Hard copy of the TOR can be collected from UNDP-CHTDF Offices
of Dhaka, Rangamati, Khagrachari and Bandarban. Applications should be submitted no later than

"Only short-listed candidates will be contacted. Submitted documents will not be returned to the applicants"

"Qualified female candidates are strongly encouraged to apply"
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Dress code for

lady reporters
Plan Iran MPs

AFP, Tehran

Iran's conservative-
| dominated plans to imple-
ment a new dress code for
woman journalists who
cover its proceedings, the
ILNA news agency reported

yesterday.
"Some woman reporters

do not dress appropriately
for the atmosphere of the

parliament,” conservative
MP Fatemeh Rahbar told
ILNA.

"It has been provisioned
to prepare clothes with
regard to the reporters’ taste

and by observing Islamic
codes,"” sheadded.
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