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BUET: Pioneer in Engineering and Technical Education

Bangladesh University of Engineering and Technology (BUET) is a
pioneer institution in engineering education of the country and has been
playing a leading role for the last sixty three years. This university has
been contributing significantly towards the development of almost all
sectors of Bangladesh. Graduates of the university, thousands in number,
have reached almost all corners of the world. BUET attracts the most
brilliant students of the country through its strict, legendary admission test
and examination system- starting from the admission process finally to the
awarding of the degree, for its advanced curriculum, premier educational
standard, world class faculty and excellent infrastructural facilities.
BUET started its journey more than a century ago, in 1876, when Dhaka
Survey School was established in Nalgola of old Dhaka. This school
underwent different stages of transformations to turn into today’s BUET.
Dhaka Survey School had a two-year course at the beginning. In 1887, the
school was upgraded and started to offer three-year course for sub-
overseers Four-year course for overseers was launched in 1905,

In 1908, with the generous donation from the Nawab family of Dhaka, the
Dhaka Survey School was converted in to Ahsanullah Engineering
School. On the recommendation of an industrial conference held in 1909
in Dhaka, this school started offering diploma in mechanical and electrical
engineering in 1913. At the outset Ahsanullah Engineering School was
affiliated to Dhaka College. In 1920, the school came under the adminis-
trative jurisdiction of Director of Public Instruction. The curriculum was
reformed extensively in 1925 to start a degree course for the overseers
with four-year curriculum and one-year practical courses. This degree
program continued for the next two decades.

Ahsanullah Engineering School was upgraded to Ahsanullah Engineering
College in November, 1947. Curriculum was approved for both degree
and diploma programs-degree course for [.Sc. passed students and
diploma course for matriculation passed students. At this stage, the
college was affiliated with Dhaka University. In 1950, a four-year degree
course was launched replacing the three-year degree course and new
course curriculum was approved in 1956. From 1958, the college stopped
offering diploma course and continued only with the degree program.

On 21st September, 1961, Ahsanullah Engineering College was upgraded
to East Pakistan University of Engineering and Technology (EPUET)
through a Government ordinance. The university launched its program on
1st June, 1962 with two faculties - Engineering Faculty and Architectural
& Planning Faculty. Director of Technical Education Dr. M. A. Rashid
was appointed as the first Vice-Chancellor. After the independence of
Bangladesh in 1971, the university was renamed as Bangladesh Univer-
sity of Engineering and Technology-BUET.

At the beginning of 1962, the yearly intake was 240 in the undergraduate
level in 6 departments of 2 faculties. The number was increased to 300 in
1964 and 360 in 1966. The number continued to increase and currently
965 undergraduate students enroll in 11 departments of 5 faculties every
session. Nearly 24,000 engineers, architects and planners-who had
graduated from this university during over 49 years from 1962 to 2011,
are constantly making valuable contribution to the development of the

country.

BUET has 17 departments in 5 faculties, which are engaged directly in
undergraduate and po teaching. In addition, there are 5
institutes and 6 centres. Nearly 580 teachers are currently teaching at the
university-among them two-thirds have PhD degrees. Almost 4600
students, including 50 from foreign countries, are currently studying in
different undergraduate programs. The proportion of women students is
about twenty-five percent.

BUET has a very high standard postgraduate prugrmn Currently, it offers
M.Sc. Engineering, M.Phil, M. Engi . Arch, M. URP,
Postgraduate diploma and PhD programs in 20 and institutes.
Nearly 3000 postgraduate students are continuing with their studies and
research works; among them 80 students are working for the PhD degree.
Journals of international standard are published from almost all depart-
ments. Every year, more than a hundred research papers of teachers and
students of the university are published in international journals. In
addition to regular teaching programs, BUET arranges seminars, confer-
ences, workshops, short-courses to introduce new scientific and techno-
logical developments and research trends to the students and professional
engineers, architects and planners.

Each department, institute and centre of BUET is as the best in
the relevant fields in Bangladesh. BUET has got more than a hundred
laboratories, machine shops, foundry shops and 7 high - standard
workshops, which are used for practical training and research work. A
large number of government and private organizations, on a regular basis,
use the laboratory facilities and seek expert consultation services from
BUET. In 1995, Directorate of Continuing Education (DCE) was
established for continuous training of Engineers & Professionals.
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BUET maintains regular joint research and educational linkage program
with different foreign universities. Coun in notable linkage
programs are University of Alberta (Canada), DUT (Netherlands),
University of Leuven (Belgium), MIT (USA), BUET-University of Tokyo
(Japan), Saga University (Japan), University of Dublin (Ireland), Rhein-

Waal University (Germany), BUET-Upsala University (Sweden) EAWAG
(Switzerland) etc.

BUET campus is situated in an area of approximately 76 acres. A
playground of around 6 acre is located in the well planned green campus.
There are 8 students hall of residence including one for women students.
The total capacity of the halls is 2887. The halls have their own libraries.
There is a fully equipped gymnasium for the students. The university has
a central auditorium facility with a capacity of almost 1000, a well
equipped conference hall with 160 seats, two seminar rooms with 180
seats each and a number of other seminar rooms. There is a large cafeteria
in the auditorium complex. The university also operates a transport
facility for the non-residential students. BUET has a medical centre
equipped with modern diagnostic capability, dispensary and ambulances.
There is a central library in the university; ts, institutes and
centres have their own libraries. The library has 1,29,483 books and
18,332 journals; online access to more than four thousand e-journals is
available. High-speed internet facility is available to the members of the
university. BUET is self-sufficient in producing its own electricity by 4
megawatt gas-engine generator power-plant.

In this Convocation 3670 students are going to be awarded bachelor
degree, 940 masters degrees and post graduate diploma and 30 Ph.D
degrees. One honorable faculty member and 60 students at different levels
will also be awarded gold medal.

BUET has traversed a long 135 years path- from 1876 to 2011 and has
touched three centuries on its way. A university, which is entirely financed
by public money and which has been playing a pioneer role in technical
education will further strengthen its role in the new century, become one
of the centres of excellence of engineering education in the world, and
contribute towards developing a modern country - this is the dream and
aspiration of the nation. With the united efforts of the students, teachera,

alumni, guardians and continuing support
will certainly be able to fulfill this chtis.-_hﬁd _

the government, BU,EIE**
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