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Transition must start now

Say world leaders to Mubarak

AFP, Paris

World leaders gave a cool response
yesterday to Hosni Mubarak's vow to
quit in September, with Barack Obama
saying change must start now and
other leaders demanding he stand
down immediately.

The 82-year-old, president of Egypt
for the last 29 years, had hoped that his
promise in a televised address on
Tuesday night would buy him some
breathing space, both from demon-
strators and his fellow leaders.

But it soon became clear that his
attempt to shut down the argumement
had failed, with Obama among those
indicating that his pledge to leave
power after September elections did
not go far enough.

"What is clear, and what I indicated
tonight to President Mubarak is my
belief that an orderly transition must
be meaningful, it must be peaceful and
it must begin now," Obama said after a
phone call with the long-time US ally.

"He recognises that the status quo is
not sustainable and that a change must
take place," Obama continued in
remarks directed at Mubarak, protest-
ers, the Egyptian army and the

American public.

The leaders of Britain and France
struck a similar note, warning that the
transition towards genuine democracy
had to beginimmediately.

"The transition needs to be rapid
and credible and needs to start now,"
Britain's Prime Minister David

Cameron told parliament.
"We should be clear -- we stand with

those in this country who want free-
dom, who want democracy and rights
the world over," he said, referring to the
protesters in Egypt who oppose
Mubarak's rule.

Sarkozy's office said that the French
president wished "that a concrete
transition process begin without
delay.”

German Foreign Minister Guido
Westerwelle welcomed what he said
would be the opening of a new era
following the Egyptian president's
announcement but sounded a note of
caution about the role Mubarak
intended to play.

"It is good President Mubarak has
opened the way for a new political
beginning. We will have to see what role
he himself plays,” Westerwelle said in
an interview on German radio.

The prime minister of Turkey,
Europe's geographical bridge to the
Arab world, was much blunter, saying
Mubarak should not hang around and
instead must stand down immedi-
ately.

"The (Egyptian) people expect a
very different decision from Mubarak,"
Recep Tayyip Erdogan told journalists.

"The current administration does
not inspire trust so far as the demo-
cratic change wanted by the popula-
tionis concerned.”

While some Egyptians have said
Mubarak's announcement should
draw a line under the days of mass
protests, others have voiced fears that
he will exercise his control of the levers
of power in the months ahead to fix the
succession.

Carl Bildt, the Swedish foreign min-
ister, said that it was vital that no
attempt should be made to limit the
choice of the people.

"The Mubarak era in Egyptian poli-
ticsis over," said Bildt.

"Now the decisive task will be to
organise free and fair elections of
Egypt's next president and to create
credibility for the political develop-
mentuntil then," he added.

PHOTO: AFP

Egyptian protestors opposed to President Hosni Mubarak clash with pro-Mubarak protestors (top) during clashes in
Cairo's Tahrir square yesterday.
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Obama signs new nuclear deal
with Russia

AFP, Washington

US President Barack Obama yesterday signed ratifi-
cation documents for a new START nuclear arms
reduction treaty with Russia, in a showpiece moment
for his "reset" of ties with the Kremlin.

Obama signed the documents in the Oval Office
surrounded by key senators and top national secu-
rity and military officials, including Secretary of State

Hillary Clinton and Secretary of Defense Robert
Gates.

Clinton backs 'just, democratic'
Sri Lanka

AFP, Washington

US Secretary of State Hillary Clinton voiced hope for
a "just and democratic” Sri Lanka as she offered
congratulations ahead of the war-torn island's

Independence Day on Friday.
Clinton said in a statement yesterday that the

United States and Sri Lanka have historically enjoyed
"a strong relationship based on mutual interests and
a shared commitment to the ideals of democratic

governance.”
"We hope to continue our efforts to strengthen

this relationship by assisting in post-war reconcilia-
tion to bring about a peaceful, prosperous, just and
democratic future for all its citizens," Clinton said.

French minister fights off
Tunisia allegations

AFP, Paris

Allies of France's foreign minister fought off embar-
rassing allegations of links to Tunisia's ousted leader
yesterday after a report that the owner of a private jet

she used was close to hisregime.
The allegations raised pressure on the minister,

Michele Alliot-Marie, following France's U-turn over
authoritarian ruler Zine El Abidine Ben Ali's regime
after his fall last month.

The investigative weekly Le Canard Enchaine
reported in its Wednesday edition that Alliot-Marie
and her family accepted a flight on a jet owned by
Tunisian businessman Aziz Miled, who it said is close
to BenAli's clan.

Nepal recalls S Arabia envoy
over graft claim

AFP, Kathmandu

Nepal said yesterday it had recalled its ambassador
to Saudi Arabia after he was accused of stealing
insurance money from the family of a migrant

worker who died there.
Justice minister Prem Bahadur Singh told AFP the

envoy had failed to explain why he transferred
money owed to the family of a man killed in a road

Egypt rejects
calls for
transition to
start forthwith

AFP, Cairo

Egypt vesterday rejected
calls from the international
community for an immedi-
ate transition of power, amid
deadly protests against
President Hosni Mubarak's
regime.

"What foreign parties are
saying about 'a period of
transition beginning imme-
diately' in Egypt is rejected,”
foreign ministry spokesman
Hossam Zaki said in a state-
ment, charging that such
calls "sought to inflame the
internal situation in Egypt".

United States President
Barack Obama have called
for an immediate transition
of power in Egypt, where at
least 300 people are reported
to have died during nine
days of protest.

Jordan PM
starts work on
reformist govt

AFP, Amman

Jordan's new premier
started consultations yes-
terday to form his govern-
ment charged with passing
reforms and meeting the
demands of popular pro-
tests, despite objections
from the Islamist opposi-
tion.

"Maruf Bakhit will meet
today and Thursday with
Senate President Taher
Masri and Lower House
Speaker Faisal Fayez as well
as heads of parliamentary
blocs and committees,” a
member of his entourage

told AFP yesterday.

"He will also hold discus-
sions with heads of all politi-
cal parties,” mainly Islamist
leaders as well as trade
unions, the source added.

"The composition of the
new government should be
announced Saturday or
Sunday if the consultations
gowell,"” he said.

Australia braces for
'worst ever storm'

AFP, Cairns, Australia

A terrifying cyclone roaring towards Australia
strengthened to the most dangerous threat
level yesterday, as officials warned it could be
the deadliest storm in generations.

As the winds that heralded Severe
Tropical Cyclone Yasi's arrival began batter-
ing hundreds of kilometres of Queensland
coast, state Premier Anna Bligh told resi-
dents it was now too late to escape "the most
catastrophic storm to ever hit our coast.”

Yasi was upgraded to a category five
storm from category four as it menaced the
populous east coast, where it was expected
to hit around 10:00pm yesterday, the Bureau

of Meteorology said.
"This impact is likely to be more life-

threatening than any experienced during
recent generations,” it said in an ominous
warning that raised the expected strength of
the looming storm.

Yasi, packing a 650-kilometre frontand an
eye measuring about 35 kilometres across,
was on course to slam directly into the area
between the tourist hub of Cairns and

strike.

she said.

LATEST LEAKS
Al Qaeda seeking
'dirty’ bombs

AFP, London

Al-Qaeda is attempting to procure nuclear material and
recruit rogue scientists in order to build a radioactive "dirty
bomb," leaked documents published in Telegraph newspa-
perrevealed yesterday.

The cables, released by the WikiLeaks website, showed
that security chiefs told a Nato meeting in January 2009 that
Al-Qaeda was planning a programme of "dirty radioactive
improvised explosive devices (IEDs)."

The makeshift nuclear bombs, which could be used
against soldiers fighting in Afghanistan, would contaminate
the surrounding area for years to come.

The leaked documents also revealed that Al-Qaeda
papers found in 2007 convinced security officials that
"greater advances" had been made in bio-terrorism than
was previously feared.

US security personnel were warned in 2008 that terrorists
had "the technical competence to manufacture an explosive
device beyond a mere dirtybomb."

Also laid bare in the diplomatic cables are the attempts
made to smuggle volatile materials as rogue organisations
seek to get their hands on weapons-grade fuel.

The memos detailed how a freight train on the
Kazakhstan-Russia border was found to be carrying weap-
ons-grade material while a "small-time" dealer in Lisbon
tried to sell radioactive plates stolen from Chernobyl.

Cardwell to the south.

Power lines and trees were felled by early
gusts, with an offshore weather station at
Willis Island clocking 185 kilometres an hour

winds before it was destroyed.
Prime Minister Julia Gillard said Yasi

looked like the worst cyclone in Australian
history and said the nation was with
Queenslanders as they faced "many, many
dreadful, frightening hours" waiting for it to

"This is probably the worst cyclone that
our nation has ever seen. In the hours of
destruction that are coming to them, all of
Australia is going to be thinking of them,"

Yasi was expected to generate highly
destructive winds of more than 280 kilo-
metres per hour, 700 millimetres of rain and
a storm surge that is threatening to flood
towns and tourist resorts.

The epic cyclone, the first category five to
hit the area since 1918, was over the Coral
Sea about 400 kilometres offshore, but high
winds were battering the coasta full 10 hours
beforeits arrival.

Yemen's president
backs down on

rule-for-life plan
'Day of rage' to go ahead today

AFP, Sanaa

Yemeni leader Ali Abdullah Saleh, facing demands that he
quit, said yesterday he will freeze constitutional changes
that would allow him to be president for life and put off a

controversial April poll.
"I will not extend my mandate and I am against heredi-

tary rule,” Saleh said during an emergency session of par-
liament and the consultative council ahead of a "day of
rage" civil society groups and opposition leaders have

called for today.
Meanwhile, opposition leaders in Yemen vowed yester-

day to go ahead with anti-government protests today --

billed as a "day of rage" -- despite a pledge by President Ali
Abdullah Saleh not to extend his rule.
Saleh, who has been president for decades but whose

termis due to end in 2013, urged a parliamentary opposition
alliance known as the Common Forum to halt their street

protests.
Saleh's opponents also accuse the 68-year-old president

of grooming his eldest son Ahmed, who heads the
Republican Guard, an elite unit of the army;, to succeed him.

AFP, Oslo

‘WikiLeaks candidate for\
2011 Nobel Peace Prize

A Norwegian member of

parliament said yesterday
he had nominated
WikiLeaks for this year's
Nobel Peace Prize, saying
the whistleblower website
was a gauge of transpar-
ency

Jailed Chinese dissi-
dent "Liu Xiaobo was
awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize last year for his strug-
gle for human rights,

blog.

States.

No airport against people's will

FROM PAGE 1

the Padma River if necessary, she was

BNP, the premier said, "Those who lack

democracy and freedom of speech in
China," Snorre Valen, a member of the

Socialist Left Party that is part of the ruling
left-leaning coalition, pointed out on his

"Likewise: WikiLeaks have contributed
to the struggle for those very values globally,
by exposing (among many other things)
corruption, war crimes and torture -- some-
times even conducted by allies of Norway,"
he wrote, implicitly referring to the United

K After releasing hundreds of thousands

(o i __ of confidential US docu-
E ments about the wars in
Iraq and Afghanistan,
WikiLeaks has in recent
months been slowly pub-
lishing more than 250,000
leaked US diplomatic
cables, earning the
website's founder Julian
Assange powerful enemies
inWashington.

The deadline for this
year's Nobel Peace nomi-
nations expired Tuesday,

Julian Assange

with thousands of people eligible to sub-
mit proposals, including members of
parliament and government worldwide,
university professors, previous laureates
and members of several international

institutes.

The names of nominees are kept secret
for 50 years, but those entitled to nomi-
nate candidates are free to reveal their
picks for the prestigious award, which will
be announced in October.

Among WikiLeaks' accomplishments
is the role it played in the recent Tunisian
Jasmine Revolution,Valen said yesterda},r/

could have changed their lives.

accident into his personal bank account.
"It was inappropriate for him to keep the money

in his account, and his actions have tarnished the

image of our country,” Singh added.

Russia warns Ireland over spy row

AFP, Moscow

Russia will take retaliatory measures after Ireland's
"unfriendly" expulsion of a Russian diplomat in a
fake passports scam linked to last year's US spy scan-

dal, a top official said yesterday.

"This is an unfounded and unfriendly act, which
of course will not go without a corresponding reac-
tion," Deputy Foreign Minister Vladimir Titov told

the Interfax news agency.

Such tit-for-tat expulsions are normally only

announced once the person has left the country.
Ireland expelled a Russian diplomat Tuesday after

an investigation found Moscow had stolen the iden-

tities of six of its citizens to use for spies’ passports,

the Irish foreign ministry said.

ists, she added.

modern airport.

quoted as saying by a few of the minis-
ters and state ministers who were pres-
ent at the meeting. Sources said the
new site of the proposed airport might
be Jazira of Shariatpur.

Citing the examples of Thailand,
Singapore and Malaysia -- Hasina, also
the president of ruling Awami League,
told the meeting that a new airport of
international standard is a must to
build a developed and prosperous
Bangladesh by 2021.

The government is also planning to
develop the sea beaches of Cox's Bazar,
Chittagong, and Kuakata, and in that
regard a modern airport is a must to
draw attention of international tour-

Questioning the foresight of the
local people of Sreenagar and of the
opposition leader Khaleda Zia, she
expressed her frustration, saying they
"failed to realise” the importance of a

Hinting at Khaleda Zia and her party

foresight do not want a new airport
built in the country,” adding that those
who "instigated" the mob on Monday
did notdo the right thing.

Expressing disappointment about
the role of the local police administra-
tion in containing the violence in
Sreenagar of Munshiganj on Monday,
Hasina directed the home ministry to
look into whether there was any negli-
gence in duty by police. She ordered
departmental actions for any negli-
gence in duty by police during the
fierce clash that killed a policeman and

injured about 100 others.
One of the state ministers said

Munshiganj superintendent of police
mightbe suspended for failing to main-
tain law and order.

Cabinet sources said the premier
expressed disappointment about her
party lawmakers from Munshiganj
constituencies, as they could not make
the people understand the importance
of the proposed airport there, which

Meanwhile, our Munshiganj corre-
spondent added that police arrested 14
more people in Sreenagar upazila on
suspicion of their involvement in
Monday's violence.

Shakhawat Hossain, officer-in-charge
of Sreenagar Police Station, told The Daily
Star that the 14 were arrested during raids
at different parts of the upazila on
Tuesday night and yesterday morning.

The arrestees were involved in
attacking police, and vandalism, the
OC claimed. A court sent 7 of the 14 to
two days of remand each. The court
also ordered police to quiz two of the
others at jail gate.

On Tuesday, police raided
Baroikhali, Laskarpur, and Shologhar
areas and arrested six persons.

A tense situation has been prevail-
ing in Baroikhali, Laskarpur,
Madonkhali and Alampur areas since
Monday's violence. Male members of
almost all the families, who fled their
homes to avoid arrest, are yet to return.

Subsidised food
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government employees and village police will get 20 kilo-

grams of food grains every month under fair price cards.

Besides, the government is planning to introduce food-
rationing system for the ultra poor in villages. According to
the plan, the government will provide rice and wheat at fair
prices to around 1,000 people of each of the 4,500 union
parishads countrywide.

The food minister also told the House about the govern-
ment's other ongoing measures including open market sale
(OMS) of rice and providing around 11.18 lakh families with
20kg of rice every month at Tk 24 a kg through fair price

cards.
On food stock, the minister said around 8.49 lakh metric

tonnes of food grains are stored in government granaries.
Besides, 1.25 lakh metric tonnes of imported food grains
have reached the Chittagong port while 1.25 lakh metric
tonnes more is on its way.

The minister said a process is going on to import 5 lakh
metric tonnes of rice from India and Thailand.

“The food stock of the country will reach 19 lakh metric
tonnes by March. So, we need not fear any food crisis,” the

minister added.
Meanwhile, in response to lawmakers' queries

Commerce Minister Faruk Khan told the House about the

government's measures to keep the price of commodities
stable.



