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construction costs.

Train goes on and on to save resources |

Recycled Subway Cars, London e

Old subway cars as office spaces
are used as an environmentally
conscious solution for residence.
Recycling old subway cars reduced
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TIB high-ups
granted bail
in 2 cases

STAFF CORRESPONDENT,
Cig

Two Chittagong courts
yesterday granted bail
to three officials of
Transparency
International
Bangladesh (TIB) in
two separate cases
filed for demeaning
the judiciary.

TIB Chairman M
Hafizuddin Khan,
Executive Director
Iftekharuzzaman and
Senior Fellow Wahid
Alam got bail in the

cases filed on
SEE PAGE 19 COL 6

'"FORCED LABOUR'
Unlicensed
brickfield
auctioned

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Authorities sold a
brickfield at auction
yesterday nearly a
week after it was
found operating ille-
gally amid allegation
of using forced labour.
The Dhaka district
administration con-
ducted the auction of
Ekota Brickfield at
Ashulia, fetching Tk 5
lakh from the highest

bidder.
“We have set an

[example by forfeiting

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

IN REMEMBRANCE

Egypt crisis deepens

Army presence stepped up across Cairo; protesters
continue to defy curfew; ElBaradei backs demand

for Mubarak's resignation; hundreds escape in

4 jailbreaks; Al Jazeera shut in Egypt

AP, Cairo violated a curfew to

Egypt's powerful military stepped up
its presence across Cairo yesterday,
closing roads with tanks and sending

town in a show of force after a day of

The army made no attempt to 7:00pm.

disperse some 5,000 protesters gath- "You are the owners of this revolu-
ered at Tahrir Square, a plaza in the tion. You are the future,” he told the

heart of downtown that protesters cheering crowd.

of President Hosni Mubarak's
regime, which they blame for pov-
erty, unemployment, widespread

F-16 fighter jets streaking over down- ¢© rruption and police brutality.
Nobel Peace laureate and democ-

looting, armed robbery and anti- racy advocate Mohamed ElBaradei
government protests. appeared in the square at about

callfortheouster Egyptin which each Egyptian lives in
virtue, freedom and dignity." The Water Development Board (WDB)

The former head of the UN | after many months of delay has finally
nuclear watchdog left after his brief | selected contractors under the Buriganga .0 Hazaribagh for decades.

around Dhalka starts soon

Buriganga recovery

begins this week
Dredging of 23km waterways

SHARIER KHAN WDB undertook the Tk 944.09 crore pro-

ject last year to salvage the lifeless
Buriganga that has been battered by
industrial waste, especially tannery waste

appearance. River Restoration Project to begin dredg- The project, scheduled to be com-

A spokesman for the outlawed | ing parts of the Buriganga and Turag to pleted in 2013, aims at reviving the
Muslim Brotherhood, which wants | increase their navigability. Buriganga by diverting water from the
to establish an Islamist state in Egypt, Insiders say the WDB selection of sev- Jamuna. The Jamuna water would be

told The Associated Press he was | ral contractors is now awaiting approval brought into the Turag and Buriganga

have occupied since Friday after- demand is the departure of the

Square to meet with other opposi-

heading to Tahrir, or Liberation, ‘_Df the waler _ministry. The board would  hrgugh the New Dhaleshwari in Tangail
immediately issue work orders after the .4 Pungli and Bangshi rivers involving

"Our essential: 5. 1aadere. approval, which is likely this week, they 1g2 kilometres of waterways.
SEE PAGE 19 coL 7 | add. WDB officials yesterday said the first
MORE ON PAGE 7 Directed by the prime minister, the SEE PAGE 7 COL 3

noon. Night after night, they have regime and the beginning of a new

CJ, many judges
may not join SC
Bar's lunches

ASHUTOSH SARKAR

Chief Justice ABM Khairul Haque will not join the annual
lunches of the Supreme Court Bar Association, as the
lawyers' body now dominated by pro-BNP men has been

fiercely criticising him over differentissues.
On Thursday, the pro-BNP faction of the SCBA boy-

cotted the chief justice's court, and staged a sit-in in front
of his courtroom. They also chanted offensive slogans

against the CJ protesting his recent remarks aboutlawyers.
Justice Khairul Haque yesterday refused to attend the

lunches when SCBA President Khandker Mahbub
Hossain and Secretary Bodruddoza Badal met him to
invite, SC sources said.

SEE PAGE 19 COL 1

LLAUNDERING CASE

SC to hear
Tarique's
plea Feb 6

STAFE CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court (SC)
yesterday adjourned till
February 6 the hearing on
a petition filed by BNP
leader Tarique Rahman
against a High Court (HC)
order in a money launder-
ing case against him.

The HC on September
29 rejected a petition of
Tarique, senior vice- chair-
man of BNP that chal-
lenged the proceedings of

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Unproductive
sector loan to
get major cut

BB announces monetary
policy; fuel price hike by June

Bangladesh Bank is going to

kets.

departed soul.

Family members
all officers & employees of GMG Group

his office yesterday.

We fondly remember Late Aziz H. A. Atfii Rahiriar satd intha
Sattar, the founding Managing Director
of GMG Group of Industries, on his 18th
death anniversary. He was a pioneer
and a role model of industrialization in
this country. His unfathomable depth of
knowledge, vision, uphill struggle and
firm determination inspire all of us. We
solicit doa from his well-wishers for his
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take strict steps to reduce

credit flow to unproductive sectors.
And it will not accept any lapses and laxity by banks in

its efforts to restore discipline in money and capital mar-

The warning came as BB Governor Atiur Rahman
announced the Monetary Policy Statement (MPS) for the
second half of the current fiscal year at a press briefing at

second half of the current

fiscal year the central bank would emphasise increasing

credit flow to productive activities.
The governor said "Strict surveillance will be there to

discourage expansion of bank loan in the wasteful and
unproductive sectors to prevent inflationary pressure
caused by excessive growth of domestic credit."

He did not go into detail about wasteful and unpro-
ductive sectors, but a BB official later told The Daily Star
that the central bank will not encourage providing con-

sumer loans for credit card, car, land or flat.
The BB authorities also said monitoring oflending and

SEE PAGE 19 COL 3
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ONLINE POLL

Do you think the two by-
elections were acceptably fair?

™ Yos mmm (38.32%)

o No (59.75%)

@ NoComments|1  (1.93%)
TOTALVOTES :1292

Do you agree with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina that the Habiganj
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Anti-clockwise from top, a wild cat locally known as Bon Biral is trapped in
Sabujpara area of Nilphamari town Saturday night. People poke the caged ani-
mal. Corpse of another wild cat killed by locals of Kanialkhata at sadar upazila
the same night. Wildlife Preservation Act clearly prohibits catching, harassing
and killing of any wild animal. The photos were taken yesterday. PHOTO: STAR

Asr
Maghrib 5-46 5-50
Esha  7-15 7-45
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TODAY'SPOLL

by-election is a political win for
the Awami League and the
government?

PLEASE CAST YOUR VOTE AT
www.thedailystar.net
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SYNDICATED TERM LOAN

BDT 980 MILLION

Aarranged for

HG Aviation Limited

Participating Lenders
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