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CASE AGAINST SANVIR
Charge framing
hearing Jan 25

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday
deferred till January 25 the
hearing on charge framing
against Bashundhara Group
chairman's son Shafiat
Sobhan Sanvir and four

othersin a murder case.
Judge Mohammad Rezaul

Islam of the Speedy Trial
Tribunal-4 passed the order
following a time petition
submitted on behalf of two
of the five accused in
Humayun Kabir Sabbir
killing case.

Of the accused, Sanvir,
son of Bashundhara Group
Chairman Ahmed Akbar
Sobhan Shah Alam, and
security guards of Sabbir's
house Nure Alam and
Humayun Kabir have been
fugitive since filing of the

case.
Sanvir's bodyguards

Khairul Hassan Ujjal and
Shamsuddin Ahmed, now
on bail, appeared before the
court yesterday and submit-

ted a petition seeking time.
According to lawyers,

Ujjal and Shamsuddin in the
petition prayed for an
adjournment of the hearing,
as they were not prepared to
take partin the hearing.

On the other hand, the
prosecution was ready for
hearing on charge framing

against the accused.
The same court on

January 10 issued arrest
warrants against Sanvir and
the two security guards in
the case.

Sabbir, a director of
Bashundhara Telecommu-
nications Network Ltd, was
brutally killed on July 5
2006. His body was found
outside a building in
Gulshan in the city.

Human chain

Bangabandhu Sanskritik Jote will
form a human chain. Venue: In front

of National Press Club, Time:
11:00am.

Conference

BSMMU will arrange an international
conference. Venue: Sheraton hotel,

Time: 9:00am.

Human chain

Jatiya Nagorik Samaj will form a
human chain. Venue: In front of
National Press Club, Time: 10:30am.

Musicevening

Prime minister for more
empowerment of women
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks at the inaugural function of a symposium titled “Imagining another future for Asia: Ideas and pathways for
change” organised by Asian University for Women at Bangabandhu International Conference Gentre in the city yesterday.

BssS, Dhaka

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina yesterday
expressed her firm conviction to take neces-
sary steps in ensuring overall environment
conducive to women's empowerment and
advancement through providing them

proper education.
"Lack of education and access to knowl-

edge is the greatest detriment for progress,”
she said while addressing a symposium
titled "Imaging another Future for Asia:

Ideas and Pathways for Change.”
Asian University for Women (AUW) has

organised the three-day symposium at
Bangabandhu International Conference

Centre.
The premier said there is no alternative to

education for all to expedite the forward
march of a nation. By educating women, she
said, the society can overcome any discrimi-
nation against them and lay the groundwork

for their further progress.
Bangladesh always rejects the yoke of

inequality between men and women as it
believes that an unequal society can never

yield full liberty, Hasina said.
"Education is both evidence of success in

fighting discrimination as well as an instru-

ment for fightingit," she added.
Referring to her government's steps in

empowering womenfolk, she mentioned
that for the first time in the history
Bangladesh has so many women ministers
inthe cabinet.

Apart from 45 women in the reserved seats
in parliament, she said 19 women have directly
been elected as members of parliament and 30
percent women representation at all tiers of
local government bodies from union council

tocity corporation has been ensured.
The prime minister expressed the hope

that the Asian University for Women will play
animportantrole in the transformation of not

only Bangladesh but also the whole region.
She assured the gathering that her gov-

ernment will extend all necessary support to
make the Asian University for women "our

pride in the best possible way.”
"We will not leave any stone unturned for

come," she added.

She expressed the hope that students of .
this university receiving proper education °
will eradicate the darkness of ignorance that -

has been hindering the forward march of - STAFF CORRESPONDENT

most of the societies in the region.

sectors in the last century.

into cognizance.

peaceful and poverty-free modern Asia. In

cal and economic empowerment.

development and empowerment in

women empowerment.
Malaysian First Lady Rosmah Mansor said

can help empower the women, she added.
In the function, former First Lady of

Britain Cherie Blair was awarded the presti-

activist of Kuwait Lulwa Al Mulla received

the Asian University Award.
Foreign Minister Dipu Moni, Education

Minister Nurul Islam Nahid, Founder and

Ahmed and Chairman of Board of Directors
Jack R Meyer, among others, spoke on the
occasion.

'Equitable growth

development of the university in the days to -

challenge for Asia’

- Ensuring equitable economic growth and protecting the

Addressing the symposium, former First | onyirgnment will be the most crucial challenges facing the

Lady of Britain Cherie Blair said alargenum- * sgjan countries in the coming years, acclaimed academics

ber of people in the Asian region are now - ¢.igq ata symposium yesterday.

living under abject poverty although this .

region has achieved significant develop- . angle, unlike the traditional approach to growth which is

ment in science, technology and economic _ pot sustainable, they said at a symposium titled "Imagin-

. ing Another Future for Asia: Ideas and Pathways for
People's rights to education are still -

absent in the region, she said and cautioned .

thatit may cause huge devastation in society . affordable and sustainable," said Sunita Narain, director for

if the talent of women is not properly taken : Centre for Science and Environment, India while speaking at

" the session organised by Asian University forWomen (AUW)

Former First Lady of Japan Akie Abe called . 5; Bangabandhu International Conference Centre in the

upon all concerned to make the best use of ; capital.

the ability of womenfolk for building a °

Policymakers must come up with strategies from a new

Change".
"We need economic growth which has to be equitable,

She suggested renewable energy as a key to production,

- saying “We can grow but not at the cost of polluting the
this context, she said only education can -

help women to play a due role in their politi- .

planet.”
"Can we not try taking rickshaws and buses for mobility,

. instead of cars?" she asked.
Appreciating women education, their -

Identifying rising food and oil prices as the major upcom-

: ing issues, she said extreme climate conditions could have
Bangladesh, she said this country could be a .

role model for other Asian countries in |

huge impact on agriculture.
Stressing on mass education, Sugata Bose, a professor of

" Harvard University said demographic dividend could turn into

* disaster in densely populated Asian countries like Bangladesh,
womens empowerment help them in deci- .

sion-making programmes. Only education |

unless the young populationis provided education.
Kathy Matsui, member of the board of directors of AUW

- Support Fund, said booming population would be one of the
" major concerns in countries like Bangladesh, China and

- India.
gious "Chancellor Award" and human rights .

“"However, inequality in terms of gender, education and

" income are still widespread here” Kathy added.

Martin Wolf, associate editor of The Financial Times said

. it is wiser to think on a global context rather than on a

. regional context,
Chief Executive of the university Kamal °

- the Harvard Business School William Kirby and Beximco
- Group Deputy Chairman Salman F Rahman also spoke at
. the session,

Spangler Family Professor of Business Administration of

City
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'Ensure safe ship-breaking'

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The ship-breaking activities in South Asia should be
carried out in an environmentally sound and safe way,
said NGO Ship-breaking Platform, a global coalition.
The platform said the tragedy in Bangladesh took
place in violation of a Bangladesh High Court order
that allowed only decontaminated ships to be broken
on the beaches of Bangladesh. An investigation is
necessary to find the exact cause of the explosion.
Often ship breaking yard owners hide dead bodies.

[f the international political will continues to allow
and support ship-breaking on the tidal beaches of
Bangladesh, deaths and terrible accidents will con-
tinue to occur, said Grazia Cioci, acting director of the
NGO Shipbreaking Platform.

'Nutrition still a problem'’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Speakers at a workshop said mainstreaming nutrition in
the health services is essential to achieve the Millennium
Development Goals. They said malnutrition continues

to be a pervasive problemin the country.
Helen Keller International, Bangladesh and AED,

with support from USAID organised the workshop on
nutrition ata hotelin the city yesterday.

Citizen journalism set to begin

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A new initiative to highlight and broadcast news sto-
ries made by the general people is set to be in motion

soon.
The initiative was unveiled at a press conference at

Jatri auditorium in the city yesterday.
Citizens can post opinions, notable photographs or

videos on www.nagorikkontho.org or
www.write3.com through computers or mobile
phones.

Restaurant, 15 shops fined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of National Consumer Rights Protection
Directorate in a drive yesterday fined 15 shops and a
restaurant of DCC Market at Gulshan-2 in the city Tk
1.88 lakh for selling packaged products with retail
prices and food an unhygienic way, says a press
release.

Four brickfields fined

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A team of the department of environment yesterday
fined four brickfields Tk 11 lakh for polluting environ-
ment by using less than 120 feet chimney in
Chittagong.

Some 18 tonnes of wood and burning bricks were
also seized from the brickfields in Choria and Suyabil
under the Hathazari and Fatikchhoriupazilas.

High Commission of India will
organise a Rabindra sangeet evening.
Venue: Indira Gandhi Cultural Centre,
Gulshan-1, Time: 6:30pm.

Symposium
Asian University for Women will

arrange a symposium. Venue:
Radisson hotel, Time: 8:00pm.

Human chain

Bangladesh National Awami Party will
form a human chain. Venue: In front of
National Press Club, Time: 11:00am.

Photo exhibition

A photo exhibition by Stephan Rabold
will be held. Venue: German Cultural

98pc power demand to
be met in 2-yr: Ashraf

OuRr CORRESPONDENT, Ctg

LGRD Minister Syed Ashraful Islam yesterday said 98 per-
cent of the country's electricity demand will be satisfied

within the next two years.

The government has already taken initiatives to increase
power production, he said.

Syed Ashraf yesterday inaugurated Chittagong Apparel
and Accessories Exposition (CAFAXPQO)-2011 in the port city.

First vice-president of BGMEA Nasir Uddin urged the
government to give more support to garment sector.

Awami League lawmaker Akhtaruzzaman and
Chittagong City Corporation Mayor Manjur Alam also

spoke.

Know Bangladesh Better

Read Star Insight,

a fortnightly
publication of

The Baily Star

It's coming out

twice a month every
alternate Saturday along
with our regular Issue.
The current issue

(January 22, 2011)
covers stories on
Ruby Ghuznavi &
Revival of Natural Dyes
Coming out Tomorrow.
Ask your hawker

for your copy
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Rafi Hossain

64-65 Kazi Nazrul tslam Avenue, Dhaka 1215, Bangladesh
Phone: 8124844, B124355, 8124966

emaidl; starmsight@thedailystar, net

Werw. thedailystar.netinsight
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27 books for secondary
level approved

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government yesterday approved 27 supplementary
books on 11 subjects for secondary-level students of the
current academic session.

The National Curriculum and Textbook Board (NCTB)
will issue a gazette notification within three to four days and
ask the students from class VI to IX to buy these books, said
NCTB officials.

“We will soon issue a gazette notification on the approved
books after fixing their prices. The publishers concerned will
sell those to the market at the government rate,” said NCTB
Chairman Prof Mostofa Kamal Uddin.

These books are appropriate for the secondary-level
students as they had been examined and scrutinised by
Independent Evaluation Committee (ITEC) that is com-
prised of noted educationists and experts, he added.

The supplementary books were approved in an ITEC
meeting at Directorate of Secondary and Higher Education
(DSHE).

The government approves supplementary books such as
English grammar and composition, Bangla Bakoron (Bangla
grammar) and Rapid Reader for the secondarylevel everyyear.

The students of class VI, VII and VIII read English
Grammar and Composition, Bangla Bakoron and Rapid
Reader while the students of class IX and X English Grammar
and Composition and Bangla Bakoron.

VIOLENCE AGAINST MINORITY

HC asks govt to
show its measures

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The High Court yesterday directed the government to
submit a report on the steps that the government has taken
over the torture of and violence against minority people of

Shailkupain Jhenidah district to this court by January 26.
An HC bench of Justice AHM Shamsuddin Chowdhury

Manik and Sheikh Md Zakir Hossain ordered the deputy
commissioner (DC) and superintendent of police (SP) of

Jhenidah to place the report.
The HC order followed a writ petition filed by Bangladesh

Human Rights Foundation (BHRF) on January 19 as a public
interest litigation. Earlier, newspapers reported the torture and
violence after election to Shailkupa municipality on January 13.
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