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Keep SQ Chy
detained till
April 19
Crimes tribunal
asks jail authorities

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The International
Crimes Tribunal yes-
terday directed the jail
authorities to keep
BNP leader Salauddin
Quader Chowdhury
detained until April 19
with links to war

crimes charges.
The three-member

tribunal headed by
Justice Nizamul Hug

asked the authorities
SEE PAGE 7 COL 3

Procurement
to go digital

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government is
going to introduce
electronic procure-
ment at four of its key
agencies by January 31
to ensure transparent
bidding, says a World
Bank news release.
The agencies are
Roads and Highways
Department, Local
Government
Engineering
Department, Rural
Electrification Board

and Bangladesh Water
SEE PAGE 19 COL 8
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NEWS No charge
framed

Hearing on deaths from
‘toxic paracetamol’ of Rid

deferred for fifth

CHAITANYA CHANDRA HALDER

fime

A Dhaka court yesterday deferred the hearing on charge
framing against Rid Pharmaceuticals' managing director
(MD), and four others till February 28 in a case filed for

manufacturing adulterated paracetamol syrup.
The court deferred the hearing for the fifth time before

it could begin the trial of the case filed against the com-
pany for using toxic diethylene glycol in manufacturing
paracetamol syrup that caused deaths of 28 children in |

2009.

Judge Mohammad Abdul Majid of the Drug Court

SEE PAGE 7 COL 6

A large portrait of a mayoral candidate Gazi Mujibur Rahman is displayed right at the entrance of Bhattapur Model
Govt Primary School polling centre, Sonargaon in Narayanganj district, violating election rules.

Desperate
bid goes
1n vain

Poll conduct

violated

RAKIB AHAMMED,
back from Narayanganj

All they see is pineapple.
Voters of Sonargaon
municipality in
Narayanganj found it hard
to spot images of other
mayor candidates lost in
the flood of posters featur-
ing pineapple, the polls
symbol of Gazi Mujibur

Rahman.
A huge number of post-

ers of Awami League
favourite Mujibur over-
whelmed the areas around
different polling stations
and different other places

of the municipality.

PHOTO: STAR SEE PAGE 19 COL &6

MULTILEVEL MARK

STING BUSINESS

Swindlers thrive on
missing regulations

SAJIADUR RAHMAN

growing fast in the absence of a regula-

Multilevel marketing (MLM) companies
are preying on regulatory and human
weaknesses. They are managing funds
and doing banking business illegally, but

openly.

Asset managers, merchant bankers,

brokers or portfolio managers who

age others' wealth are subject to govern-

ment licence to operate.

tion, investment analysts say. People's
relentless efforts for financial security
have made the moneymaking game easier

forthe fraudsters, they add.

According to Joint Stock Companies

and Firms registrar, some 70 MLM com-

ImMdrn-

very few products.

But MLM companies in the country are

panies are operating in the country.
Nearly two-thirds of them are involved in
banking, which is illegal. The rest offers a

SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

BANGILADESHI WORKERS

$300 minimum
wage targeted

Govt plans to press Gulf countries for
longer job contract at UAE meet

ward these demands to the Gulf
Cooperation Council (GCC) states, home
to majority of 70 lakh Bangladeshi

Ali Arshad
passes away

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

K Ali Arshad,
former man-
aging director
of Akzo Nobel
(Organon)
Limited, passed away

yesterday after a prolonged
SEE PAGE 19 COL 7

PRAYER TIMING

January 18
PoriMOL PALMA

Dhaka will negotiate extending the tenure

Ast 400 415

of job contracts to five years and settinga migrants, at a two-day conference begin- ;
minimum wage of $300 for its workers in  ning today in Dubai of the United Arab | Maghrib 536 5-40
the Gulf countries. Emirates (UAE). siir 7-00 7-30 "

Iskamic Foundatien alddndnnl

A Bangladesh delegation will put for- SEE PAGE 7 COL 3

No meter, still

Commuters helpless at
CNG auto drivers'
extra demands

HELEMUL ALAM

th _
9 Death Anniversary of

Late-Mohammed Hanif Bhuiyan

Founder Chairman of Abedin Group
of Industries and an important social
welfare worker, who died on 18
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In spite of warnings and penalties many CNG run auto-
rickshaw drivers refused to use new fare meters and got
into arguments with passengers yesterday, the second

day after the meter-based hire rates were almost doubled.
Helpless commuters either refused to bow to drivers'

demands or just agreed to pay whatever the drivers

wanted. The resultin many cases was chaos.
The new rates, effective from Sunday, raised the fare

for the first 2-kilometre to Tk 25, up from Tk 14. For each
subsequent kilometre the rate isnow Tk 7 instead of Tk 6.

The minimum fare was raised to Tk 25 from Tk 18.
CNG auto-rickshaw owners,

Bangladesh Road Transport Authority agreed to the new
rates, which were made mandatory fromJan 16.

The new rules plunged into trouble on the first day
Sunday as many drivers declined to run on meters and
instead continued to force the passengers to travel on
contract fares.

In some cases police punished the defiant drivers and

seized their vehicles or filed cases against them.
Police seized and dumped 60 auto-rickshaws of defi-

ant drivers on the first day, BRTA Chairman Ayubur
Rahman Khan told The Daily Star.
He said a drive will be launched soon against those

who will still break the rule.
Khan said atleast 13,000 CNG run autos are in service

January 2002. He built many industries,
social institutes such as Mosque,
Madrasha, School & College which

made him alive among us forever.

We remember him with deepest
sorrow, love & respect on the occasion
of his 9 death anniversary and pray to
almlghéy Allah for peace & happiness
of his departed soul.

Late-Mohammed Hanif Bhuiyan

Wife, Sons, Daughters of Latad-llohammad Hanif Bhuiyan
an
All Officer & Staffs of Abedin Group of Industries.
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A STORY OF WAR & LOVE
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