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Organiser: Chhayanaut
Venue: Chhayanaut Sangskriti
Bhaban, Dhanmondi

Date: January 21-28

Time: 10am-8pm

Group Art Exhibition
Venue: Dhaka Art Centre

Date: January- 1-15
Time: 11am-6pm

COMING SOON

Meherjaan

attempt to look at it analytically, as they had lived
the war. Their wounds still haven't healed.

""Meherjaan' zooms in on three characters.
Meher was rescued by a Baloch soldier in 1971.
This soldier had denied the war. Meher's
cousin Neela had been raped by Pakistani
soldiers, but instead of staying in the shadows
she decides to retaliate against social stigma
and joins the freedom movement. Nanajaan is
still shocked from the losses of the 1947
Partition, and doesn't want any bloodshed in
his village.”

Tareque Masud greeted the audience which consisted of
college students. He said that the people of Faridpur, like
those all over the country, had long been deprived of cin-
ema entertainment due to the collapse of the film indus-
try and the closing of cinema halls. Greeted with loud
applause from audience, he said it was time that the gov-
ernment initiated a new policy to promote cinema in the
country so that young people and families could return to
the theatres to see good films.

"Runway" has already completed successful runs in
Chittagong and Sylhet, and was shown as part of a retro-
spective session of the Masuds' films organised by the
Khulna Film Society. Other upcoming screening
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geilm M_ E:E szl;estivajlu Heritu Sattar, who playe::l Neela in ﬂ}? film, programmes for the films are planned in Kushtia, Jessore, Haat-er Rekha
a,ﬁ";}',?ﬁ[;m,: Acadi;?;' says, "The f+"11m presents different I'EﬂlltiES‘Df the Khulna (exclusively “Runway” this time), as well as a spe- Katha Boley
Venue: Shilpakala Academy war. Neela is the hE}I‘dEDI‘E trui:'h. She has lived cial screening at Jahangirnagar University. On ATN Bﬂl;l;]:]:: t <
and JU through the brutality and decides to fight back. In addition to the ongoing release of "Runway" this IR \

Date: January 14-16
Inauguration: S5pm

Theatre

Play: Mohajoner Nao
Troupe: Shubachan
Venue: Sylhet Auditorium,

Sylhet . : : visitor. Sarah -- a 'war child', Meher's cousin when [ was contemplating my first feature film,I  remarkable. ~ - Th ;
Date: January 14 [duration: 120 minutes] produced by Era Motion  Neela's daughter, who was given away for immediately decided on a story that would "Same with Jaya Bachchan. I had initially in November 6, 2009 issue of Star Weekend 1 u: :E“shrﬁr:::
{Une: S0 Pictures Ltd, will have its commercial release on adoption, is trying to put together her past. examine 1971 not only through women's eyes, thought of Champa but she was in Canada at the Magazine.] 09:4Spen
Rubaivat H _ January 21. Together, these women re-tell history through but would also be a feminine narrative of love time. [ wanted a woman with an unmistakable The film has been shot by Samiran Datta [of A & = 2 > & ® SLa Single Episode TV
Exhibition g b e The winning and losing sides invariably have their narratives. and spirituality. Even though I wanted to Bengali look and a certain vulnerability, but a "Kittonkhola" fame]. Screenplay is by Ebadur Play
Cast: Arman

Title: Paintings of the Past
Venue: La Galerie, Alliance

Price of Fame: Mosharraf Karim
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I prefer to look at the positive side of fame. Though there
are times when I get a bit tired of it all, I tell myself that it is
natural for an artiste to have a fan following.

Of course there are many facets of fame. Most trouble-
some is my mobile phone. Many people, whether known
or strangers, call me every now and then. [ cannot possi-
bly talk to all my fans throughout the day; I have to work.
Sometimes, I just switch off the phone.

In the past I used to spend time with my friends. Now I
cannot even do that because people swarm around me,
request autographs or photographs. I do enjoy it some-
times, but it rankles that I really don't have a personal life

dIly ITIOIE.

I can't just go and sit at a roadside fuchka stand and
enjoy a snack. A mob appears out of nowhere. Roaming
around on rickshaws is also impossible, though I often
wish to. I also wish to walk on footpaths. Butis it possible?
There will be a stream of people following me.

To illustrate my point: My wife and | had gone to Cox's
Bazar in the hope of some peace and tranquillity. Well,
whenever the two of us went out, we were encircled by
fans. Needless to say, our holiday turned sour.

Often when I go shopping I get charged extra and have
no other option but to buy products at a higher price.

However, the bottom line is that one has to look at the
positive side of fame. The recognition and love of the

people outweigh the hassles.

Humayun Faridee and Azad Abul Kalam as well

as up and coming actors might have piqued your
interest.
"Meherjaan”, a 35mm full-length feature film

their individual take on a war, but one thing both
stories will have in common: the perspective and

They are often treated as part of the silent
landscape -- objectified, abused and raped. The

When her love is discovered, she is shamed and

silenced by her family and society. Thirty-eight
years after the war, Meher is approached by a

What inspired Rubaiyat to make the film?
Rubaiyat: "I did my Masters in South Asian

particularly the Birangonas of 1971. I primarily
looked at the nationalist representation and

training session in 2002 on film direction and
made a few short films that participated at
national and international festivals. However,

highlight the Birangonas, the violence of rape,
and the indifference towards female experiences

wounds of 1971."
"Meherjaan" features a cast of Bangladeshi,

James Ivory and Roman Polanski. He is one of my
all-time favourite actors. His performances in
Ray's 'Ghare Baire', and 'A Passage to India’ are

great deal of inner strength. As we had an Indian
crew from the beginning (including the sound

was rational to consider Indian actors when 1
couldn't sign the Bangladeshi actors of my

Meher, on the other hand, dwells in a dreamlike
reality.

"Neela knows her life will never be the same.
She doesn't want to kill herself. She hasn't lost her

Through her film, she is not talking to just one
nation. She is actually talking to the world. It is
truly an international film. And a film like this
coming from Bangladesh is fantastic.” [Published

Rahman and Rubaiyat Hossain. Neil Mukherjee
has done the music direction. The cast also

Eﬁgﬁud;}? 2&1? protagonists/antagonists are always male. Studies at University of Pennsylvania and the of war, I strongly felt that the filmhad toend ona  designer and music director), and the entire post  includes Sharmili Ahmed, Khairul Alam Sabuj,
Time: 3-Opm Women usually appear as sacrificing characters.  topic of my thesis was 'rape of women,' positive note. I wanted my film to heal the production was going to be done in Mumbiai, it Monira Mithu, Azad Abul Kalam, Shatabdi

Wadud, Omar Rahim [from Pakistan] and
Shayna Amin [as young Meher].

month, Tareque Masud's first film "Adom Surot”, a docu-
mentary on the painter S.M. Sultan, will be shown at a
special programme on January 23rd in Sultan's hometown

of his works feature darker shades. A number of
Shome's prints demonstrate a connection between

forms, compositions with diverse objects.

of Printmaking Department, UODA.
At the residency programme, the artists are working
with printmaking particularly colograph and etching.

Golam Faruque Bebul is an abstract painter cum-
printmaker and his works delve deep into varied frag-
mented imagery with forms and compositions.

Nagarbashi has depicted the anguish and joy of life
in his prints. He brings in subjects like fish, fishing
nets, fishing tools, tortoise heads, hookahs, lamps,
lanterns and boats. Born and reared on the banks of
the Buriganga River, he has attempted to create an
ambiance that mix up the lives of Bangladeshi fisher-
men. The use of shadowy and darker, tedious tones

They are working in their individual styles.

The residency programme provides the ideal com-
bination of quiet setting of truly inspirational beauty.
Artists can work intensively and independently for
days, in a supportive and congenial atmosphere.

Kalidas Karmakar a senior advisor of the Cosmos-
Atelier 71 said, “This is a first residence programme in
printmaking in our country. The printmakers will get
an opportunity to use a common venue so that they
can share their beliefs, feelings and working process

b

(From left): artists Golam Faruque Bebul, Biren Shome and Nagarbashi Barman at Cosmos-Atelier 71.

L4
=
~@F s
s o ~—

X fl‘:}b_ .I ‘

SIEAlAPT

2

2 YMRIF 9I !

[ASTSIT .
P ST

NI IS AT |

aN8 Br @iFa-Rerre PNE AL 7 |

Cast: Mir Sabbir, |
Alvi

Parvez Murad,
Nadia Ahmed

]
L
VR

01:00

Foorti Unlimited
Bumper to Bumper

Club Foort

Back to Back music

RADIO TODAY FM 89.6

07:15
11:00
01:00
04:00

080

Good Morming haka
Musti Ur

Today's World Music
! Turn

Tobey Tai Hok

M‘-_ﬁi':ﬂl S*_’irﬁﬂ | KARIM WAHEED purpose of "Meherjaan" is to break free of the marginalisation of female narratives of the war. Indian and Pakistani actors. How did the casting i 3 Narail.
mf::'lgggj ﬂ_‘;gs'gfz .| DR | e typical male narrative and open up a As I learnt more about the Birangonas, | became  process work? Sense of Giguity, She s a complex character anid Another special upcoming programme is an open air e T
Gulshal A o T et SO (e conversation to explore other perspectives on the deeply involved with the issue. I felt as a Rubaiyat: "I had cast Aly Zaker in the role of Rubaiyat needed et with a solid theatre screening of the Masuds' documentary "Muktir Kotha" at :: HB'IJl:I:;H"
Date: January 14 "Meheiaan” gn TV Snans gfin SRR Liberation War, says filmmaker Rubaiyat Hossain. Bangladeshi woman, who has been given a Nanajaan (Meher and Neela's grandfather). He background. I“El-':_ldltlﬂl‘led and she thought I fitted Nagarkanda in Faridpur. The film, finished in 1999, is 30pm
Time: 6:30pm ] - Snap ey "Meherjaan” is Rubaiyat's debut feature film. chance to raise her voice, I needed to work more  was busy at the time and couldn't commit. So I the character. . about the frustrated hopes and dreams of ordinary people Genre: Action/

: LR ' : . : 1T + out the filmmaker, Jaya Bachchan sai : :

EElEhIFtE‘:JECIm:SdI agra E_?ic;lan andd v;'?t;r The film follows Meher, who falls for a soldier on bringing out women's experiences in 1971, decided to work with Victor Banerjee. He has . Ab : the fil aker, Jaya Bachch .d- post-Liberation War. Comedy
anerjee alongside familiar Bangladeshi iaces from the enemy side during the Liberation War. the inception point of this nation. I attended a worked with legendary directors like Satyajit Ray, ~ lubaiyat has cleverly worked out the script. ““”;ﬁ;*r‘::::;
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P @ National Pitha Festival from today N s 12 B
- 04:05  MusicTogether 08:30  How | MetYour
A CORRESPONDENT Everyday the festival will be open from traditional pitha (rice cakes) that are a :j: gmgm; - s !T“hfhﬂ -
R B PSS PP e 3 to 9pm. The festival will also hold a legacy of hundreds of years. Many of our ﬂ;ﬁu: it 10:30  Bum Notice
e | Jatiyo Pitha Utshab Udjapon Parishad competition, where six he:st entfles WTII eminent :::ultural pers -:}‘nallues. FEIE' Desh TV Discwery Channel
STAFF CORRESPONDENT initially. The programme will be held on a regular (JPUUP) announced at a press confer- be awarded. Amongst the six, the jurywill brated artistes, poets, writers and jour- 03:00  Bangla Feature Film 03:30  Destroyed in Seconds
......................................................................................... basis.” o i select three, while fair-goers will select nalistsare members of JPUUP. 04:00  Desh Jonopod 04:00  Massive Engines
: ; ence on January 11 that it will hold an 0625 World Musical 07:30  King Cobra and|
Cosmos-Atelier 71 has organised a 10- day artists' resi- ]En::yeitullah Khan, chairman of Cosmos-Atelier 71, eight-day Jatiyo Pitha Utshab 2011 from herest. o The ‘ronterence was moderated. by 07:45  Celebrity Show 08:30  Manvs. Wild
dency programme in printmaking at Cosmos Centre in said, ‘Pnntmrjﬂung GANY dEllCEtE: pmlnng&:d and January 14 to January 21 at the Coffee Apart from the 'pitha E}"h_lbm':'“’ El_ll‘ membex secretary Khandakar Shah 09:45  Drama: The Portrait 09:30  The Girl with Eight
Malibagh. This is the first time such an event is being techmque—c:nented {ﬂﬂdlum- Emotion, yearning, House premises in Bangladesh tural programmes featuring music, Alam. Pijush Bandyopadhyay, convenor Boishakhi TV ' Limbs
held in Bangladesh. The programme began on January contemplation ﬂf}d liberty Eﬂf} I?E P}'ﬂpﬁﬂ?’ addressed Shilpakala Academy. The Pitha Utshab, dance, recitation, performances by chil- of the festival committee and theatre 10:30 Drama "'3“? Maad .
7 and will continue till January 16. The participating through the medium. All participating artists have : : : : dren and narratives will be held evervda ersonality Jhuna Chowdhury, actor 05:15  Boishakhi-CNN National Gﬂﬂgfﬂphlt
] ry p pating : , which has been a major event in previous ryday Pp y : :
painters are Biren Shome, Golam Faruque Bebul and tried to SR e their I?EISD“'HIF hallmark and some years, will feature 30 stalls offering vari- atthevenue. Abdul Aziz, Mijanur Rahman, Manzar A Sexs :::::E;;:’:jkﬁme Channel |
Nagarbasi Barman. have experimented with e ldanS: colours am:! pat- ous kinds of exotic traditional rice cakes At the press conference JPUUP talked Islam Sweetspoke at the event. Gl 03:30  Jailed Abroad
Biren Shome is a noted freelance painter. Golam terns+. Ak programine AT L 10 pap l:}laI'ISE the that are made in winter across the coun- about the role the festival will play in The festival has been held since 2008 at 1230  ShudhuCinemarGaan -0 g:g’gggg”’
Faruque Bebul is a Rajshahi- based painter and a medium among the painters nf+the Fnuntr},r. o try. introducing the young generation to the the Coffee Shop premises inside BSA. ETV 08:30  Anaconda
teacher of Drawing and Painting Department, At the pEDELal e Most of Biren o compositions 01:30  Bangla Feature Film 09:30  Huge Moves
Rajshahi University. Nagarbashi Barman is a lecturer are based on solid texture and organised forms. Many 04:30  Mukto Khabor 10:30  Nat Geo Amazing!
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