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lan Bell drives one on his way to a match-winning century against Prime Minister's Xl in Canberra on Monday.
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AFP, Canberra

Ian Bell's sparkling tour Down Under
continued on Monday as he scored an
unbeaten century to guide England to a
seven-wicket win over the Australian

Prime Minister's XI in a one-day match.
Chasing 223 to win in the rain-

affected match, Bell blasted 13 fours
and a towering six as he reached 124
from just 102 balls. He also scored a
century in the final Ashes Test last
week, which England won to beat

Australia 3-1.
The PM's XI traditionally gives

fringe Australian players and promis-
ing youngsters a hit against a touring
side. But while the home side batted
well, their bowling attack appeared
toothless in the face of the Bell

onslaught.

Bell was given good support by
Jonathan Trott (48) and Steve Davies
(24), who helped England get away to a
flying startat the top of the order.

PM's XI captain Tim Paine -- touted
by some pundits as a future Australia
captain -- had won the toss and chose
to bat. But a rain squall delayed the
start of play in Canberra.

When play did get underway, the
umpires reduced the overs to 44 for

each team.
Paine and new Test number three

Usman Khawaja got the home side
away to a steady start, seeing off open-
ing bowlers Chris Woakes and Ajmal

Shahzad with little trouble.
However the onset of spin spelled

the end for Khawaja, who hit a simple
return catch off an inside edge to James

Tredwellon 22.
Paine (50) was next to go, trapped leg

before by Tredwell's spin partner
Michael Yardy, who removed promis-
ing all-rounder Alex Keath (15) in the
same fashion.

Callum Ferguson and Daniel
Christian then came together and
scored briskly before Shahzad was
brought back into the attack and
bowled Ferguson for 39.

Tom Thornton (5) and Sam Miller (7)
added little resistance until Shahzad
had Christian caught by Kevin

Pietersen for 53.

Some late hitting by veteran fast
bowler Brett Lee allowed the PM's X1 to
post acompetitive total of 254.

Yardy was the pick of the bowlers,
taking 3-33 from his nine overs, while
Shahzad claimed 3-61 and Woakes 2-63.

Bell and Davies came out blazing,

Eng breeze past PM's XI

scoring at more than eight runs an over
until Davies miscued a drive and was
caught by Ferguson at mid-on from the
bowling of discarded Test spinner

Xavier Doherty.
That brought fellow Sydney Ashes

centurion Trott to the crease and he
provided solid support to Bell, who
continued to treat the bowling with
contempt.

Another rain delay saw the overs
decreased to 35 and the target to 223
under the Duckworth-Lewis method.
But the English batsmen were
undaunted, Bell and Trott adding 98
runs before Doherty had Trott caught
behind off afine edge.

Pietersen made a breezy 13 until he
was trapped lbw by Lee, but Bell saw
the tourists home, smashing Christian
over mid-off for his 13th boundary to
secure the win.

SCORES IN BRIEF

PRIME MINISTER'S XI: 254 for 9 (Paine
50, Khawaja 22, Ferguson 39, Christian
53, Lee 26 not out, Doherty 14; Woakes
2-63,Shahzad 3-61, Yardy 3-33)
ENGLAND: 225 for 3 (Bell 124 not out,
Davies 24, Trott 48, Pieterson 13;
Doherty 2-38)

Result: England won by seven wickets

(D/Lmethod)
Man-of-the-match:Ian Bell

Tahir in SA
WC squad

AP, Johannesburg

Imran Tahir's hopes of play-
ing for South Africa at the
cricket World Cup were
boosted on Monday when
the Pakistan-born leg-
spinner was added to a pro-
visional squad for next

month's tournament.
Cricket South Africa said

the 31-year-old Tahir, a
former Pakistan A interna-
tional, has replaced bats-
man Jonathan Vandiar in
their 30-man preliminary
squad for the February 19-
April 2 event in India, Sri
Lanka and Bangladesh --
where spin bowling on slow,
turning wickets is likely to be

crucial to teams' hopes.
CSA said Vandiar had

withdrawn 'gracefully’ from
the 30-man squad to allow
Tahir, an impressive per-
former in South African
domestic cricket this season,
totake his place.

"We feel that we need to
widen our bowling options,”
said CSA selection convener
Andrew Hudson. "I have
discussed the matter with
Jonathan and I would like to
express my gratitude to him.”

Lee to quit
if not in
WC squad

AFP, Melbourne

The Australian pace veteran
Brett Lee hinted on Monday
that an end to his cricketing
future could be anytime
near if he was overlooked by
the selectors for the upcom-
ing cricket World Cup in the

sub-continent.
Lee while expressing his

desire to lead the Australian
bowling attack during the
mega event said, "I hope that
I am in it, and want to lead
the attack for Australia."

Lee, who has already
announced retirement from
the Test cricket, was last
month named in the provi-
sional 30-man squad which
is supposed to be altered to a
15-member unit during this

month.
The fast bowler however

remains positive of making a
comeback in the ODI side
after being overlooked by
the selectors for the series

against 5ri Lanka earlier.
"Hopefully I can bring

some experience and differ-

ent blood backin the team.”

BCB decision

FROM PAGE 16
protested against it. We

don't have any say but what I
believe is that we have to

give priority to national
interest,” said Shaheen.

Ponting welcomes

Ashes review

VY| Cricket

AFP, Sydney

Ricky Ponting on Monday welcomed an
upcoming review of Australian cricket fol-
lowing his side's Ashes drubbing, saying the
whole structure of the game needed to be

examined.
Cricket Australia chief executive James

Sutherland said on Friday that the game
would undergo a thorough review of all
facets following the humiliating 3-1 Test
series loss to fierce rivals England.

Writing in The Australian newspaper,
Ponting said any review needed to go beyond
Test cricket and study all levels of the game.

"There is a review after every season, of

which I'm always a big part,” Ponting wrote.
"l understand there will be a lot more

involved in the review this time around and
rightly so.

"It's going to be a lot more in-depth than
I've ever been involved in and probably as
big as those conducted when Australia was
really struggling in the mid-80s."

The beleaguered skipper, who had a
miserable series with the bat, said despite
Australia's much-lauded domestic Sheffield
Shield competition, the country was not
producing enough Test-quality players.

"The performance of the elite team over
the past few weeks has been very disap-

pointing,” he wrote.
"But I think it's important we look a fair

bit deeper into Australian cricket than just

thelast couple of weeks.
"It's going to be really interesting to see

what the review brings up.
"I think the whole structure of Australian

cricket needs looking at."”
Ponting said state cricket would have to

come under the microscope, adding he was
not sure it was as strong as it needed to be,
and said club cricket and junior cricket also

needed to be looked at.
"There are a lot of things we can look at,

butright at the moment it appears as though
we're not producing enough high-quality
Test cricketers,” he wrote.

Ponting conceded Australia, who have
slipped to fifth in the Test rankings after
many years at the top, had been outplayed

by arampant England.
"All of England's players stuck to their

plans and executed them well," he wrote.

"They have been well rewarded for that.
When we were batting or bowling we were
not disciplined enough or skilled enough in
the moments that really mattered. That's the
difference between the teams at the
moment.”

ZIMBABWE NAME PRELIMINARY SQUAD

Masakadza left out

CRICINFO

While there is yet to be any
% official word from Zimbabwe

|

Cricket, it would appear that
ccicket wordcwp| Lhere might be a few surprises

2011 | in Zimbabwe's squad for the
World Cup. Opening batsman Hamilton
Masakadza has paid a heavy price for his
poor form in 2010 and is apparently not
included in a preliminary 20-man squad,
while Sean Ervine may well be in line for
an international comeback after his
name was included in press reports about
the potential team.

Masakadza, 27, is one of the country's
most experienced batsmen and has been a
dominant force in domestic cricket for the
last few years. After a prolific run in 2009,
when he scored 1,087 runs in ODIs -- the
fourth best returns in world cricket that
year -- Masakadza's form slumped alarm-
ingly in 2010 and he averaged just 19.00 in
ODIs for the national side.

After making his debut as a 17-year-old
in 2001, Masakadza missed out on selection
for the tournament in both 2003 and 2007
-- the first time because he was at univer-
sity in South Africa and the second
because of a dip in form and a perceived
lack of fluency in limited-overs cricket.
He struggled in Zimbabwe's three most
recent series, against Ireland, South
Africa and Bangladesh, managing just 52
runsinseven innings.

Uncertainty still reigns over Ervine's
inclusion. His younger brother, Craig, is a
certainty after a productive first year with
the national side, but the older Ervine is still
under contract with Hampshire as a local
player until the end of the 2011 season. He
would have to revert to overseas status if he
wanted to resume his international career
with Zimbabwe, but Hampshire already
have legspinner Imran Tahir on their books
in that role.
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"I'll speak with Sean and get to the bot-
tom of this but I expect him to be with us
next year," Hampshire manager Giles White
told BBC Solent in December. "We've
offered him a new deal and he's said he'd
like to take that up. I will be interested to
find out more about it because he is under
contract with Hampshire. I will try to con-
tact Sean but it's difficult as he's on a farm
in Zimbabwe, but we will get him on the
phone and sort things out so we can move
things forward and hopefully get some
clarity.”

Ervine played the last of 42 ODIs for
Zimbabwe against Bangladesh at Harare
Sports Club in March 2004 before becom-
ing embroiled in the 'rebel’ crisis and fall-
ing out with the board. He has since forged
a successful career in County cricket with
Hampshire, and remains part of their squad
for the Caribbean Twenty20 tournament,
which started on Monday.

Zimbabwe's poor batting was the big-
gest let-down of their recent Bangladesh
tour, and Ervine's form and experience
would certainly be a valuable asset to the
national side. Zimbabwe's batsmen will
also be undergoing an intensive training
programme ahead of the World Cup, with
enhanced solidity at the beginning of the
innings and an ability to play spin in the
middle overs being the main objectives.

Zimbabwe open their World Cup cam-
paign against Australia in Ahmedabad on
February 21 before they face Canada in
Nagpur on February 28.

SQUAD

Elton Chigumbura (captain), Regis
Chakabva, Chamu Chibhabha, Charles
Coventry, Graeme Cremer, Terry Dulffin,
Craig Ervine, Sean Ervine, Greg Lamb, Tino
Mawoyo, Shingirai Masakadza, Chris
Mpofu, Tinashe Panyangara, Ray Price, Ed
Rainsford, Vusi Sibanda, Tatenda Taibu,
Brendan Taylor, Prosper Utseya, Sean
Williams.

'KKR to find
a role for

Wright urges patience

Ganguly'

PTI, Durban

Kolkata Knight Riders' owner
and Bollywood icon Shah
Rukh Khan said on Monday
he would try and find a role
for Sourav Ganguly in his IPL
team after the former India
skipper remained unsold.

Ganguly, who led KKR in
the last edition, was left red-
faced as none of the 10 fran-
chisees showed interest in
buying him at the two-day
auctionin Bangalore.

"I would love it, I would
love Sourav to be an integral
part. You don't have a team
in Kolkata without him. So, I
will speak to Dada when I get
back," Shah Rukh said.

The fans of Ganguly on
Sunday burnt Khan's effigies
in Kolkata protesting his

VY| Cricket
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John Wright, the New Zealand coach, has
called his team's performance in the
Hamilton Test as 'unacceptable’ but has
urged 'patience’ from fans following the
crushing three-day defeat. New Zealand
lost all ten second-innings wickets in a
session to be shut out of the game that, until
tea on the third day, had been closely
fought. The Test was Wright's first major
assignment in his new role as coach, after
he replaced Mark Greatbatch following
New Zealand's forgettable one-day cam-
paigns in the subcontinent.

"I'm a little bit older and wiser," Wright,
who was formerly India's coach, told
Radio Sport. "It's certainly been an inter-
esting experience. You've got to have a
look at things and I suppose in reality
you're looking at the challenge which lies

New Zealand's ten-wicket humbling
came on a pitch that was favourable for
batting. The key, Wright said, was to find
batsmen capable of occupying the crease
for extended periods of time. "It's going to
take some time and we need to find bats-
men that are prepared to be very patient

and really want to stay at the crease.
"The talent's there but we've got a bit of

teaching to do. New Zealand sports fans
do have big expectations, I understand
that, and I can say to the public from all of
us it was totally unacceptable and we've
oot to do a lot better. But show us some
patience. If I can do my job properly and

the boys respond, we'll get there.”
Wright backed New Zealand to turn the

tables in Wellington, the venue for the next
Test, but praised Pakistan for their win
which was achieved despite the absence of
several first-choice players for various
reasons. 'They're very rich in playing
talent and they've always, over the course
of their history, managed to field a good

exclusion from the team. ahead of you. Everybody understands team. They've got great fast-bowling
Shah Rukh refused to speak | pretty clearly that the performance was stocksand they're agood team, but they're

on why other teams ignored | unacceptable.” beatable."

the formerIndia captain.
"I don't think I should be

et e e | SOINIEONE TOOK |J067 Parew

other people. There are 350 no more

to 400 players.” FROM PAGE 16 AFP, St John's

Win and draw

FROM PAGE 16
of Serbian coach Zoran

Kraljevic.

Sheikh Jamal without a
coach played out a goalless
draw against holders
Abahani and then beat
Muktijoddha Sangsad 2-0
before playing to a 1-1 draw
against Chittagong Abahani.

Helal also blamed the
poor refereeing for their
draw and also claimed that

to Canada. We were all very disappointed. We also lost to
Kenya and though we were on level terms, we should have

won that game too.

DSS: How different was the atmosphere in the two tourna-

ments?

KM: The 1999 one was successful but as you know, 2003
wasn't good at all. Although I was the highest scorer in that
team, it was a bad tour. Our batting, especially that of the
top-order, failed. We didn't give our 100 per cent.

DSS: Tell us your favourite World Cup memory.

KM: It has to be the win against Pakistan. They were the No 1

team and the fun we had after the game, it was so amazing.
You know, someone snatched away my keeping gloves

when I ran out Saglain Mushtaq in the end. People were

FormerWest Indies batsman
and chairman of selectors
Joey Carew died on Saturday
at the age of 73, the West
Indies Cricket Board (WICB)
announced in a statement.
Carew played 19 Tests for
the West Indies and was the
WICB's longest serving
selector having served three
stints starting in the 1970s.
Carew opened the batting
for the West Indies and made
one Test century, against

the ground is smaller than | pulling me from different directions, and in that melee I lost | New Zealand at Eden Park in
the standard football pitch. | mygloves! Auckland in 1969.
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