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Safe water for village in Sundarbans

Alfalah, MRDI and Green World sign CSR deal

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

An agreement was put in place
yesterday to resolve the long-
standing scarcity of safe drink-
ing water for 2,000 people of
Bon Laudob village beside the
Sundarbans.

The tripartite deal was signed
among Bank Alfalah, Manage-
ment and Resources Develop-
ment Initiative (MRDI) and
Green World Communication
Ltd, at La-Vinci hotel in Dhaka.

The parties agreed on re-
excavation of four ponds in the
village at Dakope upazila in
Khulna to ensure sweet water to
the 225 families of the village.

SAA Masrur, country head of
Bank Alfalah; Hasibur Rahman,
executive director of MRDI, and
Hedaitul Islam Helal, chairman
of Green World Communication,
signed the agreement on behalf
oftheir organisations.

Masrur said Bank Alfalah is
committed to conserve the
Bengal tigers by protecting the
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SAA Masrur, extreme left, country head of Bank Alfalah, hands a cheque to Hedaitul Islam Helal, chairman of
Green World Communication, as part of a deal over pond re-excavation close to the Sundarbans, at a
programme in Dhaka yesterday. Hasibur Rahman, second from lefi, executive director of MRDI, and Rokia
Afzal Rahman, second from right, president of Bangladesh Employers' Federation, are also seen.

people and the environment of
the world's largest mangrove
forest: the Sundarbans. “This
initiative is a part of the bank's

planinthisregard,” he added.
Referring to the objective of

MRDI's initiative to utilise

corporate social responsibility

(CSR) funds to address poverty,
Hasibur Rahman said the
agreement would pave the way
for CSR complementing the

government's social develop-
ment efforts.

MRDI in partnership with
Manusher Jonno Foundation
initiated a project to use CSR
funds as an alternative social
development support.

Pilot projects initiated by
MRDI showed good results and
boosted their morale to go fur-
ther. Bank Alfalah is going to
provide funding for one project
of pond re-excavation as part of
its CSR activities.

Green World will implement
the project while MRDI will
supervise and monitor the
progress of activities.

Rokia Afzal Rahman, former
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment and president of Bangla-
desh Employers' Federation, was
present at the ceremony.

She described it as an
important step toward build-
ing partnership between cor-
porate and civil society for
optimum utilisation of CSR
funds in development.
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MA Hashem, chairman of United Commercial Bank, attends the annual business confer-
ence on reviewing branch activities of the bank at Pan Pacific Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka
yesterday. Mirza Mahmud Rafiqur Rahman, deputy managing director, was also present.
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STANCHART

Sandeep Bose, head of consumer banking of Standard Chartered speaks in a press confer-
ence at Pan Pacific Sonargaon hotel in Dhaka yesterday. The bank presented the lifestyle
exposition to be held at the grand ball room, Radisson Water Garden hotel, from January 13.

The Journal of Bangladesh
Studies released

STAR BUSINESS REPORT

The Journal of Bangladesh Studies was released yes-
terday in the city for the first time with a promise to
promote development and create a positive impact in
theacademic and policy spheres.

The journal, now in its 12th year, has already found
home at world-class universities around the globe,
and will be promoted in Bangladesh by Policy Research
Institute of Bangladesh (PRI), said organisers.

Thejournalis an initiative of a group of Bangladeshi
professionals living in the USA named Bangladesh
Development Initiative (BDI), in association with the
Pennsylvania State University.

Planning Minister AK Khandker unveiled the journal
ataceremony atthe conference room of PRIin Dhaka.

Speaking as chief the guest, the minister said the jour-
nal aims to raise issues and shed light through analysis on
the past and current economic and wider social issues of
the country. “Thus, the journal forms a strong analytical
base thatwill feed into the policy process.”

Zaidi Sattar, chairman of PRI; Mirza Azizul Islam,
former caretaker government adviser, Mizanur
Rahman Shelley, chairman of Centre for Development
Research, Bangladesh; Ahsan Mansur, executive
director of PRI; Mustafa Mujeri, director general of
Bangladesh Institute of Development Studies; Salim
Rashid, professor of economics at University of Illi-
nois, and MG Quibria, professor of economics at Mor-
gan State University, also spoke.

Sadiqg Ahmed, vice chairman of PRI, moderated the
event. Syed Saad Andaleeb, distinguished professor of
marketing at Black School of Business in the Pennsyl-

StanChart organises
lifestyle fair

STAR BUSINESS DESK

Standard Chartered Bank will organise a fair in the
city on Thursday to Saturday for its corporate and
priority clients.

The bank's business partners will exhibit their
exclusive products and services in the event,
Showecasing Lifestyle 2011, at Radisson Water Garden
Hotel, said a statement.

Exhibitors will include leaders of various industries
like real estate, automobile, furniture, electronics, and
other high-end lifestyle products. Standard Chartered
Bank will exhibit their range of banking products.

Visitors of the event will be limited to invitees only
from the bank's corporate and priority clients and
valued customers of the exhibiting organisations.
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