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Quest for energy
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auditorium in the capital.
The programme was spon-
sored by Summit, Bank Asia
and Citi.

Dr Saifur Rahman, direc-
tor of the Advanced Research
Institute, Virginia Tech;
Mohammad Farooque,
senior vice-president of Fuel
Cell Energy (FCE) Inc, USA;
Dr Mehdi Anwar, professor at
electrical and computer
engineering department,
University of Connecticut;
and Ahmed Badruzzaman of
Chevron Energy Technology
Cospoke.

Dr Shams Siddigi from
California and Dr Avni Argun
from Massachusetts Institute
of Technology addressed the
colloquium through video
conferencing.

"Energy solution is a com-
bination of all solutions. Itisa
combination of policy and
pricing," said Dr Mehdi
Anwar, professor at electrical
and computer engineering
department, University of
Connecticut.

Speaking on "Energy
Challenges for Bangladesh --
A Roadmap for Sustainable
Energy Solutions", he said
Bangladesh aims to have a
power generation capacity of
14,000megawatt by 2020.
This requires generating
1,000MW a year for the next
nine years.

He said new and alterna-
tive energy sources and tech-
nologies are the answers.
Large-scale solar plants are
still too expensive, but small-
scale local application is
affordable in the context of
Bangladesh.

Dr Mehdi Anwar said
Bangladesh could opt for
biomass, which is relatively
inexpensive. Rice husks
could be a good source of
biomass.

He recommended that
Bangladesh should go for
short and long-term sustain-
able energy and water solu-
tions, so that it does not have
to depend on any particular
source of energy.

The expert suggested
partnership between the
private sector, academia and
the government to formideas
forenergy generation.

"However, great technol-
ogy is not the solution if it is
not cost-effective,” Anwar
said.

On "Fossil Fuels
Conservation by High
Efficiency Power Generation
and Utilisation",;
Mohammad Farooque,
senior vice-president and
discipline fellow of FuelCell
Energy Inc, USA, said it is
imperative to develop alter-
native energy resources and
conserve the existing ones
efficiently as energy reserves
are depleting fast.

He said Bangladesh could
try efficient technologies
such as fuel cells developed
from chemical energy stored
in fossil fuels.

"But its cost is a key ques-
tion," he said.

Fuel cell technologies,
which have emerged as via-
ble options for power genera-
tion, can ensure green power
generation as well as conser-
vation of water sources and
saving of fuel up to 30 per-
cent.

Planners in USA, Europe
and Asia now strongly favour
these technologies. Fuel cell
solutions are available for
applications -- from sub-
kilowatt mobile to multi-
megawatt grid-support -- in
Japan, South Korea and USA,
Farooque said.

Energy demand will grow
and eventually threaten to
exceed the supply in foresee-
able future. Fuel conserva-
tion is a must to ensure
energy security and lessen
economic impacts of high
energy costs, he noted.

On solar, wind and bio-
mass technologies, Prof
Saifur Rahman, director of
the Advanced Research
Institute, Virginia Tech, said
many countries in Asia,
Europe and North America
had gone for wind and solar
power to meet their increas-
ing energy demands.

He said present global
electricity generation from
wind exceeds 150,000MW
and countries like Germany,
USA, Spain, China and India
produce 10,000MW each
from wind.

Even an oil rich nation like
Kuwait aimed to meet a large
part of its energy demands
from renewable energy fear-
ing its oil resources might not
be enough to meet its domes-
tic demand after 2020, the
expert said.

Renewable energy
sources can meet the
demand for electricity in
remote areas as well as large
power plants, said Prof Saifur
adding sources like the sun,
wind, biogas and water
extend the scope of using
electricity by the disadvan-

taged.

“For Bangladesh, it's a
question of survival,” he said
referring to the country's
energyissue.

In Bangladesh there are
opportunities to install
renewable energy solutions
on rooftops in villages,
develop multifamily solar
panels, solar water pumping,
localised grouping of elec-
tricity generation and photo-
voltaic power generation for
national grid.

Dr Ahmed Badruzzaman,
an energy scientist for
Chevron Energy Technology
Co, suggested better utilisa-
tion of natural gas, oil,
nuclear and coal resources
using the latest technology in
Bangladesh.

He said the requirement of
gas between 2004 and 2030
for a 7.1 percent growth was
estimated at35TCE

According to some esti-
mates, an addition of up to 87
TCF including that from the
offshore is possible using
advanced technology.

He said the coal reserve in
the country will be difficult to
extract and use without
assessing environmental and
social impacts.

Besides, large-scale addi-
tion to hydroelectric capacity
is unfeasible. Current
nuclear plants, though they
promise a low carbon foot-
print, can be expensive and
risky to introduce in a
densely populated country
with limited safety,
Badruzzaman said.

Even with the rapid
growth in production of solar
electricity, which is expected
toreach 50 MWby 2012, it will
be a mere fraction of the
8,500 MW the government
anticipates generating by
2013, he said.

Bangladesh in the near
future will have to rely on the
merger of conventional
energy sources -- marketed
and traditional -- while it
strives for renewable sources,
the physicist said.

He said advanced explora-
tion technologies could allow
access to new oil-gas reser-
voirs that are complex,
remote or located in ecologi-
cally sensitive areas.

CNG can facilitate trans-
port of gas over large dis-
tances reducing the need for
gas pipelines in a country
crisscrossed by rivers or an
expensive LNG infrastruc-
ture, Badruzzaman said.

Rapidly advancing small
modular reactors would be
more suitable for
Bangladesh, both in terms of
safety and economics, the
expert noted.

From California, Dr
Shams Siddigi spoke about
deregulated electricity mar-
ket.

He suggested Bangladesh
let gas prices reflect global
trend, otherwise any renew-
able energy project would be
disadvantaged due to subsi-
dised natural gas and elec-
tricity prices.

“We need to introduce tax
incentives to encourage
renewable projects.”

Siddiqi also said
Bangladesh must have pre-
mium electricity buy-back
prices for electricity gener-
ated from renewable sources.

From MIT, Dr Avni Argun
spoke on Highly Conductive
Nanoassemblies for Clean
and Sustainable Energy.
Argun highlighted the com-
mercialisation of alternative
energy.

“Policy is important, of
course. Renewable energy
should be able to penetrate
the free market. Long-term
subsidisation and funda-
mental research are also
important,” he said.

The Daily Star Editor and
Publisher Mahfuz Anam said
the newspaper organised the
event to create a platform
where NRB experts, national
policymakers and private
sector can share ideas and
find solutions for various
development issues of the
nation.

The first colloquium
focuses on alternative energy
and new technologies
because the energy crisis is a
major issue for Bangladesh,
he said. The Daily Star
intends to hold a colloquium
on different subjects every
year.

He said ideas are gener-
ated and then fizzle out, but
this colloguium is not a one-
shotaffair for The Daily Star.

“You have a constant
partner in The Daily Star to
push things forward,” he said
to the audience in the after-
noon session. “Partner with
us, intellectually.”

“From now, The Daily Star
will provide special space for
energy efficiency,” Mahfuz
Anam said.

Bike hijacked
Rider shot at

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

A group of criminals
hijacked a motorbike last
night after shooting the
owner in front of Eden
College in the capital.

Injured Afzal Hossain, 25,
son of Abdul Awal of Sheikh
Saheb Bazar in Lalbagh, was
admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH)
with a bullet wound in his
leg.

Afzal told reporters at
DMCH that some eight
people on four bikes
stopped him in front of the
college around 9:00pm
when he was going home.

The criminals asked him
to show the documents of
his bike and at one stage one
of them fired at his leg and
took away the bike.

Police later took Afzal to
the hospital.

Obama names
Sperling to top
economic job
AFP, Washingtonus

President Barack Obama
yesterday was supposed to
name veteran Clinton-era
policy expert Gene Sperling to
a top White House economic
job, in the latest stage of a staff
reshuffle, officials said.

Obama, who faces a
battle with Republicans over
a 1.3-trillion-dollar deficit
and a slowly recovering
economy, will announce
Sperling as his new director
of the National Economic
Council (NEC) during a visit
to a windows factory in
Maryland, said an official
who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Bombs
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Police recovered the live
bomb around 8:15pm.

Locals of Natun Bazar
area brought out a proces-
sion yesterday to protest the
incident.

Starting around 11:30am,
the procession paraded the
main roads of the town
before holding a protest
meeting at Chourongi
Square.

The speakers condemned
the bomb attack and
demanded Tapan Kumar's
security.

Awami League (AL)-
backed candidate Altaf
Hossain, however, reached
the meeting venue and
spoke pressing his solidarity
with the protest programme.

Officer-in-Charge of
Magura Sadar Police Station
filed a general diary regard-
ing the incident, police said.

Tapan is a rebel mayoral
candidate in the January 27
municipality polls.

The acting mayor, also
the organising secretary of
district AL, was assaulted on
December 29 when the
supporters of a rival candi-
date from Abalpur area
attacked him at Defulia
bazar during electioneering.

Manmohan
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we are trying to work out
mutual dates", Krishna said.

Bangladesh Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina had
paid a landmark visit to New
Delhi in January last year
when India announced a
one billion dollar line of
credit, the largest to any
country, and agreed to ramp
up cooperation in a trade
and power sectors.

After Hasina's landmark
visit to New Delhi in January,
a reciprocal tour by the
Indian prime minister to
Dhaka has been on the
cards.

There had not, however,
been much headway in
resolving contentious issues
like water sharing of Teesta
River or settlement of
enclaves in adverse posses-
sion of the two countries.

Krishna, however, said
India's relations with
Bangladesh had witnessed
"an upward swing over the
last several months".

Referring to India's
engagements with its neigh-
bours in South Asia, Krishna
said the Saarc was maturing
and gaining greater salience.

"Discharging our respon-
sibilities in an asymmetrical
and non-reciprocal manner,
India has contributed
proactively towards initiat-
ing most of the major Saarc
programmes and projects,”
he added.

Green energy
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stakeholders to ensure long-
term energy security.

If SEDA is activated, it can
be a national body to look into
what can be done for develop-
ment of renewable clean
energy and conservation of
electricity in urban and rural
areas, said Saifur Rahman,
director of Advanced Research
Institute, Arlington, USA.

Saifur, also a professor at
the College of Engineering of
Virginia Tech and an expert in
renewable energy, made the
remark at The Daily Star
Leadership Collogquium on
Alternative Energy and New
Technology.

The Daily Star organised
the daylong programme at its
office.

Discussants at the event
recommended increased
generation and use of clean
energy, and also conservation
of electricity.

Other suggestions include
improvement of power gener-
ation efficiency, reduction of
taxes and duties on renewable
energy generation systems,
and formulation of a wind
map for installation of wind-
mills.

They stressed the need for
increased use of energy saving
light bulbs, and raising mass
awareness about these tech-
nologies.

They recommended taking
an integrated and long-term
approach to solving the
energy crisis involving all
stakeholders.

Formation of SEDA can
help formulate that coordi-
nated long-term policy, they
added.

"No benefit will come
through island operations.
You have to have an integrated
approach,” said Md Delwar
Hossain, director of

Energypac Power Generation
Ltd.

The recommendations
came at a time when countries
are looking for sustainable
and eco-friendly electricity
solutions to meet part of their
electricity needs in the wake of
depletion of traditional energy
sources -- oil, gas, and coal.

To address the issue and
reduce carbon emission,
many countries such as
Thailand are focusing on
energy efficiency through
conservation.

"Energy saving light bulbs
help reduce electricity con-
sumption,” said AFM Anwar,
professor at the University of
Connecticut.

He said incandescent lights
are not usually sold in the US
now, as most people there use
energy saving lamps for their
low prices.

Abser Kamal, managing
director of Grameen Shakti,
said the government should
reduce taxes and duties on
renewable energy generation
systems and their accessories
to encourage faster expansion
of solar home systems.

He said the government
exempted duties on solar
panels, but taxes on accesso-
ries such as batteries, and
charge controllers remain.

Cost of a battery accounts
for 35 to 40 percent of the cost
of a solar power system. If the
government reduces value
added tax (VAT) on battery
prices, then the price of the
system will also drop, he
added.

Jebunnessa, a lecturer at
the Department of Public
Administration of
Jahangirnagar University, said
the government should opt for
public-private partnership in
solving the energy crisis.

Anti-graft fight
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corruption cases compared
with more than 1,700 filed
during the preceding two
years of caretaker govern-
ment rule.

Only one case, that of AL
lawmaker MK Alamgir, has
been disposed of by the High
Court since then. This shows
how slow the process of pros-
ecuting corruption suspects
has been during the current
government.

The government's law
office has been slow in pursu-
ing the cases after the sus-
pects challenged the ACC
charges in the High Court.
This has left a huge backlog of
cases in the higher court.

Over 600 corruption cases
filed against high-profile
corruption suspects during
the last caretaker govern-
ment's rule remained stuck at
the High Court in the last two
years, dampening ACC's anti-
corruption campaign.

A committee headed by
State Minister for Law
Qamrul Islam recommended
withdrawal of over 250 cor-
ruption cases, mostly against
AL leaders and supporters
arguing that those had been
filed with “political motives”.

Then came the govern-
ment's move to amend the
ACC act requiring the watch-
dog to obtain permission from
the government before filing
any corruption case involving
government officials.

The amendment,
approved by the cabinet eight
months ago, also sought to
make the ACC accountable to
the president and stripping
the body's autonomous
status.

The move drew wide-
spread criticism and raised
fear that it will undermine the
drive against corruption.

These developments had
led a frustrated ACC
Chairman Ghulam Rahman
to call his own organisation a
toothless tiger a few months
ago

3 students die
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At one stage during their
tour, the boat capsized in the
middle of the pond.

As the boat began to sink,
Prottoy and his brother Niloy
managed to swim ashore but
the four others, who did not
know how to swim, drowned
in the pond, said the on-duty
policemen of Rajshahi
Medical College and
Hospital (RMCH) police box.

Locals rescued the four
and rushed them to RMCH
where the doctors declared
three of them dead.

The condition of
Shahrukh Hossain, who was
injured in the incident, was
stated to be critical.

Contacted, an official of
Shah Makhdum Police
Station said they are investi-
gating the incident.

In an interview with The
Daily Star recently Ghulam
once again expressed his
disappointment.

“Unless you punish the
people involved in corrup-
tion, the drive won't have any
impact in the society,” said
Ghulam Rahman. “There has
hardly been a case disposed
ofin the High Court.”

The anti-graft drive has
slowed down even though
corruption is predominant in
the country with suspects
staying untouched. A recent
survey by Transparency
International, Bangladesh, an
anti-graft body, has showed
that 84 percent households in
Bangladesh became victims
of corruption in receiving
services from government
and non-government organi-
sations. The survey was con-
ducted during June 2009 and
May 2010.

“This is not the full picture
of corruption,” said the ACC
chairman commenting on
the TIB findings, adding,
“Prevalence of corruption is
more than this survey
revealed.”

20 hurt
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people from the spot,

reported our Chittagong
correspondent.

The clash erupted around
noon when Wahabi and
Sunni people went to Baitul
Ekram Mosque at Fakirhat in
West Patiya for the Juma
prayers, witnesses said.

The Sunni of Juldha and
the Wahabi people of Shah
Amirpur villages have been
feuding for long to get control
over the mosque, and in that
effort each of the groups has
been trying to appoint its
Imam to the mosque,

To avoid any untoward
incidents, the local adminis-
tration asked the villagers not
to offer prayers there, locals
said.

But the groups went to the
mosque yesterday and
attacked each other with
sticks and wooden bars.

They also vandalised and
burned shops and houses in
the area, Niaz Ahmed, an
officer of Lamabazar fire
station, told The Daily Star.

On information, police
rushed to the place and made
the arrests.

Mohammad Abul
Hossain, upazila nirbahi
officer of Patiya, said yester-
day's incident was a sequel to
the rivalry between the
groups.

He, however, denied the
administration ordered not
to offer prayers at the
mosque.

A police camp was set up
there after the incident to
defuse the tension, he added.

Rashid, officer-in-charge
of Patiya Police Station, said
police sat with leaders of the
groups and the mosque
committee yesterday to
resolve the issue.

River
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immediately on information
of incidents of river and
canal grabbing.

Also, mobile courts will
be called in anytime against
the sand traders, who have
earth-filled the foreshore of
the said rivers in different
areas of the capital, said the
DC.

The five canals the
administration decided to
reclaim are Baunia Khal in
Uttara, Devdholai (Kajlar
Khal) in Demra, Kalyanpur
main Khal, part of
Ramchandrapur Khal and
Ulan Khal in Rampura.

A number of private land
developers have undertaken
housing projects encroach-
ing upon the
Ramchandrapur Khal, said
Abul Bashar Md
Fakruzzaman, revenue
deputy collector of Dhaka.

Five teams, each com-
prised of seven members led
by an additional deputy
commissioner, will start
serving notice on the
encroachers on Sunday, he
said. Prior to that, they will
conduct a survey and pre-
pare alist of encroachers.

“Our aim is to complete
the preparatory work by
January 20 and reclaim the
said canals by end of the
month,” Bashar said.

Five teams, each led by an
executive magistrate, will
lead the drive against
encroachment.

Bangladesh Inland Water
Transport Authority
(BIWTA) agreed at the meet-
ing to take charge of reclaim-
ing only a part of Haikkar
Khal at Rayerbazar.

The canal has been a prey
to brazen encroachment so
far, as it has no official custo-
dian. The other part of the
canal remains unguarded.

The administration at the
meeting also asked the assis-
tant commissioner (land) of
Keraniganj to place the list of
land grabbers of Sobhadda
Khal. Bashar said eviction
notices will be served on the
encroachers and an eviction
drive will start in two weeks.

According to officials, the
district administration over
the last eight months demol-
ished some 379 illegal struc-
tures on the Buriganga,
Turag and Balu in 15 out of
a5 moujas.

They aim to carry on
similar drives in five moujas
in January.

High officials of environ-
ment department, Rajuk,
Dhaka Wasa, Public Works
Department and BIWTA,
among others, were present
at the meeting.

Bangladeshi
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[slam Nuru of Banarvita
village under Rumkhana
union.

According to BDR and
local sources, Nur Islam
went to India with his
daughter about 10 years ago.

They were entering
Bangladesh around 6:00am
yesterday.

Although the father
crossed the border with the
help of a human trafficker
BSF personnel at
Chowdhurihat border out-
post shot the daughter when
she was crossing the fence.

She died on the spot.

BDR sources said they
will hold a meeting with BSF
ontheincident.

Khaleda
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the press conference is going
on but the party will finalise
on Saturday whether the
chairperson will address the
conference.

Sources of the chairper-
son's office said a group of
BNP leaders and Khaleda's
adviser are working to pre-
pare the speech of the oppo-
sition leader.

As per the preparation, the
former premier and leader of
the opposition in parliament
will reply to the allegations
raised by Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina against the
opposition in her speech
before the nation on
Thursday.

She will also counter the
allegations against the previ-
ous BNP government.

The prime minister in her
speech bitterly criticised the
opposition and its leader for
staying away from parlia-
ment.

She also accused the
previous BNP-led four-party
government of creating acute
power shortage in the coun-
try.

The premier said the
power situation deteriorated
as the BNP government had
shelved many development
programmes taken by the
earlier Awami League gov-
ernment.

Focus on alternatives
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renewable energy genera-

tors for producing green
electricity, can be a way
forward, he said.

The fuel cell products can
be brought into Bangladesh
through a partner here,
Farooque said.

A fuel cell consists of two
electrodes sandwiched
around an electrolyte.
Oxygen passes over one
electrode and hydrogen over
the other, generating elec-
tricity, water and heat.

The proton exchange
membrane fuel cell
(PEMEC) is one type. This
operates at relatively low
temperatures and has high
power density. Their output
can vary quickly to meet
shifts in power demand. This
cell is suited for vehicles,
which need a quick startup.

PEMECs are the primary
candidates for light-duty
vehicles, buildings, and
potentially for much smaller
applications such as
replacements for recharge-
able batteries.

In his presentation,
Farooque said the Japanese
government is pursuing an
aggressive programme (o
introduce residential fuel
cells.

South Korea introduced a
regenerative fuel cell (RFC)
programme in 2010. RFCs
are attractive as a closed-
loop form of power genera-
tion. Water is separated into
hydrogen and oxygen by a
solar-powered electrolyser.
The hydrogen and oxygen
are fed into the fuel cell
which generates electricity,
heat and water.

Unlike wind and solar
technologies, which gener-
ally have an overall availabil-
ity of 35 percent, fuel cell
products have an availability
ofabout 95 percent.

Direct fuel cell products
are the cleanest power with
the highest efficiency, said
Farooque, an expert in
higher-efficiency power
generation and utilisation.
He put the efficiency rate at
a0 percent.

Demand for energy will
grow, threatening to exceed
supply in future, Farooque
said. He said fuel conserva-
tion is a must.

He said the cost of fuel
cell power plants are declin-
ing while the grid power cost
isincreasing.

Industrial, agricultural
plants and waste-water
treatment facilities generate
renewable biogas as part of
their manufacturing pro-
cess. Fuel cell power plants
can harness the methane in
this by-product and use the
gas to power the system
instead of natural gas, mak-
ing it a renewable energy
source.

Farooque said it is possi-
ble to generate 35 mega-
watts of power from waste
from different sources in
Dhaka.

Based in Danbury,
Connecticut, FuelCell
Energy makes ultra-clean
stationary fuel cell power
plants that generate electric-
ity with up to twice the effi-
ciency of conventional fossil
fuel plants, and with virtu-
ally no air pollution.

SOLAR ENERGY

Director of the Advanced
Research Institute, Virginia
Tech, USA, Saifur Rahman
said, historically, renewable
energy sources have been
found in small scale, distrib-
uted to and within people's
habitat thus filling the need
for on-site source of electric-
ity.
tE'?He said while this market
continues to grow in most
developing and some indus-
trialised countries, and there
is now a new market for
large-scale non-hydro
renewable energy sources in
Asia, Europe and North
America.

“In Bangladesh, the
renewable energy sources
account for a very small
amount of global energy
consumption. The country
has set up thousands of solar
power systems across the
country but they are small
scale and we have not moved
beyond that.”

Saifur, however, said
although solar power sys-
tems might not turn out the
most effective solution for
the whole country but it
could be a good option for
local solutions, which do not
have access to the grid net-
work.

“Solar cannot give you the
grid solution but it can sup-
ply power to a significant
extent,” he said.

Sixty-percent of the coun-
try's 165 million people do
not have access to electricity.

Saifur said there could be
product development
beyond the use at village
rooftops. Multi-family solar
home-based electricity
supply, solar water pump-
ing, microgrid-multi-kwW
free standing grids, and
photovoltaic power genera-
tion national grid are what
Bangladesh Power
Development Board is trying
to develop.

The expert said renew-
able energy sources could fill
the need for both stand-
alone remote area electricity
needs, and large-scale cen-
tral station power plants.

Small-scale renewable
sources of electricity includ-
ing solar, wind, biogas and
small-scale hydro offer
opportunities to provide
electricity to the disadvan-
taged thus allowing them to
benefit from use of lights,
televisions, computers,
internet, mobile phones, he
said.

AFM Anwar, professor of
electrical and computer
engineering at University of
Connecticut, USA, said
Bangladesh has aimed at
adding 4,000MW of electric-
ity to the national grid by
2014. If solar power systems
have to provide that then it
will cost the country about
$40 billion, which is not cost
effective.

Ahmed Badruzzaman, a
fellow of Chevron Energy
Technology, said although
there is a huge potential,
solar power is not going to
make any big difference.

WIND POWER AND
BIOMASS

The installation of wind
mills and biomass plants for
electricity generation would
not be viable for the country
as those can contribute very
little to the national grid,
said experts at the collo-
quium yesterday.

An expert argued that
installation of the wind
power plants in the country
would not be feasible
because Bangladesh mostly
has flat terrains where flow
of wind is not enough to
produce adequate power for
the energy hungry nation.

"In offshore areas, the
installation of wind power
plants is possiblein alimited
scale because wind is avail-
able there. But here the
government's policies and
support are essential,” said
Saifur Rahman.

Saifur, a Bangladesh-
born energy expert, said
strong enough wind does
not blow in Bangladesh, as a
result adequate power can-
not be produced with this
system to contribute in the
national grid. The system
might work in the offshore
areasinsmallerscale.

In his keynote presenta-
tion, Saifur Rahman said the
total power generation from
wind power plants was
1,80,000MW in 2010 which
was only 10,000MW in 1997.

"So we should under-
stand that the power genera-
tion from wind as an alterna-
tive energy has been gaining
popularity worldwide.
Bangladesh can also try for
setting up wind power plant
at the offshore areas in small
scale," he said.

The USA produced more
than 35,000MW of electricity
from wind power plants and
both China and Germany
produced more than
25,000MW power from wind
power last year, he added.

Power generation from
biomass would not be feasi-
ble in Bangladesh as this
system would not be able to
contribute much to the
national grid, he said.

Moreover, biomass power
plants by design are small
and it can produce only for a
small community, Saifur
said.

He said there would be a
fuel crisis for biomass power
plants in Bangladesh
because the raw materials
for power production are
used for other purposes. In
Bangladesh cow dung, one
of the major resources for
biomass power plants, is
used as fertiliser. Similarly,
the rice husk is used as cook-
ing fuel in the rural areas.

"So, this kind of alterna-
tive power system is also not
feasible for the country. It
has very little capacity to
contribute to the national
orid," he said.



