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New technology and the nature of crimes
Md. Mokhlesur Rahman

At no time can it be gainsaid that criminality, in certain ways, pervades densely the process of social
construction. It appears very natural that a thinking, meditative mind, in deciding the nature of propellants
for social progression, may keep on laboring under a misconception, attributing the driving force of society
to muscle-power syndromes with which the miscreants are identical. There is no denying the fact that the
factors, underlying gradual social development from one state to another, and technological expansion,
involve covetousness, suzerainty, over lordship and dominance over the other, irresistible cravings for
others’ kingdom or temtur}r, an all-devouring des:re to snatch away wealth fm:n the possession of other
people, and so on. Bloodshed appears to have gained momentum in hastening the spread of civilization.
Warmongering injects into the constituent parts of human spirit the craziness about the invention of new
technology. The more new technology develops, the more labyrinthine turn human criminal behavior
appears to take on. Consequently, the technology-laden crimes replace the conventional ways of violating
laws.

Certain it is that social progression influences the growth of individuals incalculably and by a large
magnitude. The comfortable aspect of human life is, in all likelihood, inseparable from the contributions of
science. But the technology-driven influx of comfort into our life is far from cropping up in a natural and
stable way. As a consequence of the technology—oozing out of the womb of Western society—the
upbringing of Westerners takes place in the environment in an adjustable way.

But the intrusion of technology into our lives, along with programs for economic development
has come up with a devastating outcome, Things, that don’t gush out of indigenous culture, give birth to a
war between the Eastern and Western modes of behaving, plaguing and contaminating human situations in
the context of our social life. The thrill of new technology keeps bubbling up in every sphere of social life.
Based on the outmoded, mixed standards of education, our conservative society can neither absorb the
technology from the West nor stick to Eastern stagnant culture. Ultimately, the multitude of the country, in
interacting with new technology, appear with bizarre social behavior in an inadaptable and inassimilable
way, and their activities lead to the commission of several crimes of outlandish type.

Our eyes are caught by the blazing spectacle of change in the country’s infrastructure. What is
ascribable to social development that we claim to have boosted at our disposal includes metalled roads with
a level surface—winding in the remote rural areas--, electric lights—glowing in the far-off cottages—, the
rapid yet unplanned urbanization, workable transportation system, skyscrapers, flyovers and so on. As a
consequence of technological innovation, a sea-change has taken place in the modes of living we get
habituated to. Lost in the lap of luxury, we couldn’t protect even our kids from moral deviation. For
example, we can refer to Eve Teasing that has appeared in the form of a monster. Using electronic games,
one kid keeps slaying another. Letting our eyes roam around enthusiastically, we notice the spread of
pornography, VCD, mobile phone, and so on. The technologically affluent culture from the West, has
caused a shake-out in the ideological straightjacket of our cultural entity. And the products, yielded from the
technology, keep on encroaching upon the circumscribed boundary of our lives in an unadjustable way
every moment.

Human criminal behavior, far from the conventional means of contravening laws, has extracted the
device from technology to let all get exposed surprisingly to its so peculiar a position in the era of
technological change. The use of mobile phone exemplifies the matter substantially and in a clean-cut way.
It appears as if it were a little monkey in the hand.

What is not there! Its application involves making and receiving calls, exchanging messages,
enjoying music, extracting erotic pleasures from pornographic illustrations, having access to the Internet,
and so0 on. It serves as the food of soul for the teen-agers during night. Call-charges at a discount by the
mobile phone company can make it possible for them to be an earner of a great deal of benefit. The reason
might be attributed to the fact that young people, like the nocturnal creatures, remaining awake throughout
the whole course of night, get busy conversing with each other by means of this technology. And as such
they fritter away their time and energy, getting addicted to sex and sexuality. The use of this technology in
such a nasty manner in a backward, conservative, society, is something like the commission of crimes
being disguised under the veil of sainthood. Staying inside a prison, a notorious convict can form a crime
syndicate by means of a cellular phone. The fact that a criminal kept in a jail, can let extortion occur using
a mobile phone, is certainly a form of transnational crime. For the people of Bangladesh, it is no longer
new, drifting into the country’s crime zone.

With the expansion of the most sophisticated machines, devices and methods, corporate crimes are
increasing in number in urban areas. A person or group gets involved with the activity of finding out the
military, political, or industrial secrets of their enemies or rivals by using spies. Industrial espionage is one
of the identical features of modem life. So the crimes encompassing acts of spying, killing, deception,
intimidation, violence and so forth, represent the image of white-collar criminals. In comparison to the
urban crime scene, mainly dominated by the perpetrators of corporate crimes, the image of countryside gets
crowded with grabbers of rivers, marshes and croplands.

Many a kid of the country, fondly, yet in a sluggish manner, stays indoors, getting habituated to a
sedentary life-style in the midst of a narrow, homely family-circle. The way countless boys as well as girls
of the middle and upper station of life, sluggardize themselves, getting entangled in inactivity and fruitless
pleasures, exemplifies the matter. Stuck in the domestic surroundings, they spend time inside any
multistoried building, mating with indoor Multichannel Television, Video Games, MP-3 Player, Internet,
Facebook, Twitter, Wireless Telephone and so on. And as such they become divorced from outdoor games
and activities without letting their physical parts stretch beyond the orbit of an indoor, homely life. What
becomes an unshunnable part of their routinized activities, involves mental intercourse with Multicultural
Soap Operas, Pornography, friendship with unknown persons, acts of blackmailing the fiancées by sending
out pictures in the Internet, and so on. And their consciousness comes to be impregnated with guilty
feelings.

In order to have adjustment to the trends of the new era blindly and irrationally, they have given up
the ethical aspects of leaming, and there occurs a decline in parental authority.

What is distinctive and striking about the rootless boys and girls, dwelling in the slum areas? Their
link, with the dark network of criminal organizations, leads them to unwholesome activities as
well as committing heinous crimes including killing, hijacking, drug-smuggling and so forth. Some of them
are low-paid laborers, prostitutes and scavengers. They miniaturize the future gangsters.

Garments industry, besides strengthening the national economy, has emerged as the country’s
biggest currency earmner. What is prospectively true about the labor-intensive garments industry is that it has
brought about a consolidation of the country’s labor-force by furnishing the migrated people from rural
areas with ample scope for work. It is certainly a blessing for the female workers, he]pmg them grow into a
state of self—dcpcndcncc by providing them with employment. This blmnung smtur is never ﬂxpcctcd to
have lapsed into a state of anarchy, disorder and confusion, vet a chaotic situation prevailed in several
garments factories undesirably and against the run of the people’s expectation.

What is the cause? Exposed to exploitation by a few owners of garments industry, workers seethed
with discontentment. Their hot confrontation with those owners over the issues of wage, led to a tense
situation in the area of work. Some parasitical leaders of workers, taking advantage of the matter, let the law
and order situation suffer a huge setback in the sector. Consequently, the incidents of fire, damage, sabotage
befall the national life, placing the socio-economic system in jeopardy of coming to a grinding halt, So there
emerges a new official organization called the Industrial Police.

Transnational crime transcends national boundaries. It concerns more than one nation. Terrorists
who commit such crimes carry a large-scale, mischievous, operational plan from one country or territory to
another. With the completion of their mission in a particular country, they emigrate to another one where
they play havoc with human race in the same merciless way. Unable to assimilate into the mainstream
population in a region, they become identified. Finally, they are sheltered by the terrorist organizations,
backed by the fundamentalists. The donor agency of the fundamentalists lends voluminous financial
assistance to the construction of Madrashas in the name of building a centre of spirituality. The irony lies in
the fact that such religious institutions are, in fact, turned into the breeding centre of terrorists. Using the
up-to-date technology, human-beings invented missiles and other man-killing devices. So the demolition of
Wur]d Trade Cmter dm to the ground occurred within a moment. The new technology created the global
crises, instigating one nation against another, one country against another, one territory against another.

In the age of globalization, based on a well-organized structure, crime syndicates have got a
strong foothold all over the world. Of the organized crimes, human trafficking is not circumscribed to one
or two countries. Bonded labor, the separation of several organs from human body, and atrocities against
women earmed nearly 45 billion dollars annually. Every year an estimated nearly 21 million people from
127 countries fall victim to trafficking. Over 240 million children aged about, 5 to 17, fall victim to bonded
labor. From time to time, the recruitment of such children involves making them serve as child soldiers,
camel jockeys and prostitutes. They are also used in drug-smuggling and in the production of pornography.
Addiction to illicit drugs is expanding all over the world day after day. The statistical data of 2003 reveal
that narcotics valued at nearly 322 billion US dollars were traded. The unlawful trade that is in all
likelihood detrimental to the survival of human race, covers nearly 1% of global trade.

The expansion of the market in forged money takes its origin from the development of
technology. Computer programs, color printers and high quality photocopiers have facilitated the task of
making banknotes. The preventive measures against forgery, involve a huge investment in making
holograms, multicolored notes and embedding strips in the notes. Ink that is used in the making of notes
may change colors at different angles. There goes a saying that 3 fake notes are available out of every
10,000 US dollars.

Money laundering lets human situation take on a complicated turn. The transaction of nearly
1.5 trillion US dollars, illegally obtained, takes place every year in such a way that the identity or illegality
of the source, the illegality of the transfer and the identity or ciminality of people remains undetected. The
crime leads to transnational bribery, sex trade, human trafficking, arms-smuggling, forgery and so on. Credit
Card involves another sophisticated way of encouraging financial theft. The transfer of someone’s money,
deposited into an online savings account, to that of someone else, exemplifies, in the best possible way, the
act of stealing.

Various chemical substances are improperly used by the market profiteers in a hundred different ways.
Formalin is used to cause the ripening of unripened fruits. Certain chemicals are used to fatten up cows. It
stands within the prospect of human judgment that only profit—however unethical or unjust—is the best
thing in life under the economic system of free enterprise. A wave of profiteering and crime causes the
undermining of human commitment to traditional values. In a true sense, human qualmish behavior has
faded into nothingness.

Even a few decades back, human beings couldn’t think of something like cyber crime. There
appeared before humankind a computer hacker who tries to break into computer system, especially in order
to get secret or confidential information that is stored there. It goes difficult to secure a password for data
protection. So the formation of cyber police across the globe is urgently needed to trace out cyber criminals.
The necessity of taking the matter into consideration has also dawned upon the policy-makers of
Bangladesh.

The extent to which, we get ready with alertness, watchfulness, and preparedness for the
overwhelming task of combating unknown crimes, will determine and pm-pnmt the nature of future social
stability and order. The task of deciding, with accuracy, types of social crises; plus an adjustment to
proper and well-designed use of new technology, will prove effective in countering the negative by-
products that come into being under the social progression system. Equipped with proper training, skill and
expertise, if the Bangladesh Police move forward, they can certainly pave the way for the acceleration of
social development.

Writer: Additional Inspector General, CID and National Project Director, Police Reform Programme.
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