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Solo Photography Solo Musical
Title: Immersed in Water :
Photographer: Masuma :‘;:;t;:ﬁ?asm'”

Pla

Venue: Drik Gallery, H-58,
R-15/A, Dhanmondi

Date: Decamber 17-24

Time: 3pm-Bpm

Venue: Indira Gandhi

Rd-24, Gulshan-1
Date: December 25
Time: 6:30pm

Cultural Centre, H-35,

17th Convention
of Udichi

Organiser: Udichi Shilpi
Gosthi

Venue: Shawkat Osman
Auditorium, Central Public
Library, Shahbagh

Date: December 24-25
Time: 10am onwards
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Exhibition
Title: Seeds

3-8pm)

Solo Monoprint

Artist: Soumyaijit Choudhury
Venue: Bay's Galleria,
Radius Centre, Gulshan-1
Date: December 22-29
Time: 10am-8pm (Fridays
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% In a Water Wonderland

e |\lasuma Pia’s solo photo exhibit at Drik

ZAHANGIR ALOM
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An eight-day solo photography exhibi-
tion opened on December 17 at Drik
Gallery, Dhaka. With the title, “Immersed
in Water”, the exhibition features
Masuma Pia's 51 striking images that
have taken her eight long years of hard
work. Director General of Bengal Founda-
tion Luva Nahid Chowdhury with others
inaugurated the exhibition.

Pia's second solo exhibition makes the
viewers dip into the eternal bliss of watery
serenity.

Entering the gallery, the viewer cannot
help but be fascinated with the poetic
titles of the transparent watery arts by Pia.
Some are eloquent: “...From early on,
from the time I began to fathom, I was
aware of the volatile relations [ had with

water; [ dipped and resurfaced, and water
kept me afloat”; “Water smiles up, mirror-
ing the sky. The way to come together
neither of them knows"; “Who desires
tears in a butterfly festival? Lines are not
painted on her trail..."” and many more.

The singing of raindrops over a lush-
green light keeps the viewer blissfully
aware while the reflection of twilight
mingling with the shadow of a forest
speaks of the awesome solitary pond and
lake. The way Pai framed three connected
tender rose leaves adorned with dew-
drops have the appearance of an exqui-
site ornamentation with pearls.

The subtle game of azure and green on
a tranquil lake produces a panoramic
view of a water nymph's dance. One also
finds grey twilight, water hyacinth
ground, and inventive reflections of
beautiful elements like kingfishers and

butterflies.

The use of soft tender light and shadow
of dying twilight is confined in a remark-
able way in one of Pia's photographs that
seems like an illusion as it forms three
human figures within it. The artiste has
truly captured different parts of both
rural and urban Bangladesh with her
various seasons.

Born in Jessore in 1973, Masuma Pia
completed her Masters in Marketing
from Dhaka University. She isthe CEO ofa
media and communication firm called
'Matri'. She is also an active member of
Map Photo Agency. Aside from solo exhi-
bitions, Pia participated in a number of
group photography exhibitions and
workshops.

The exhibition is open from 3 to 8pm
and ends today:.

«...From early on, from the time | began to fathon, | was -
aware of the volatile relations | had with water; | dipped
and resurfaced, and water kept me afloat” -- Masuma Pia.

Udichi Shilpi Goshthi, France held its biennial council in France recently. A 39-member
new committee was formed at the council, where Kiranmoy Mandal and Kamrul Hasan
Uzzal respectively were elected as the president and general secretary. The committee
will run for the next two years. Dr. Rafiqul Hasan, president of Udichi UK as chief guest,
addressed the council.
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Promoting arts across the frontier

Abdus Shakur exhibition in Kolkata

PALLAB BHATTACHARYA, New Delhi
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Art should not be fettered by geo-
graphical boundaries, said
renowned Bangladeshi painter
Abdus Shakur Shah. “To promote art
and culture there should be less
security curbs on the movement of
people between our two countries,”
Shakur, the 1977 Lalit Kala Academy
topper and 1991 Japan Excellence
Award recipient, told the media in
Kolkata on Tuesday night at an exhi-
bition of his paintings embossed
with textile designs.

He expressed wonder about why
common people of the two sides
who speak the same language, and
share a culture can't visit each other
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more frequently.

Shakur, who has held exhibitions
in Canada, the UK, Italy and India,
explained how his earthy sketches on
rural folk tales of Bengal were
contemporised by a Bangladeshi
corporate house 'Myth Shop' through
textile designs and almost became a
fashion statement for the youngsters
there.

“After the exhibition of these art
works in Dhaka, I could sense how we
could create our own brand and rival
the big fish by propagating Bengal's
traditional and indigenous culture
among our young people,” he said.

Religion cannot draw a line
between the two neighbours, so
beautifully demonstrated in the
award-winning film “Moner
Manush” by celebrated filmmaker
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Goutam Ghosh, he said.

The fact that the film is drawing
huge crowds in both the countries
has lent credence to the contention,
according to him.

The exhibition of textured fabrics
and paintings, mostly culled from the
folk tales of erstwhile East Bengal, was
inaugurated by the Deputy High
Commissioner of Bangladesh to
India, Md Mustafizur Rahman.

Rahman called for holding of
more such exhibitions, on textile
works, painting and others by
Bangladeshi artists, in Kolkata and
elsewhere in India.

Eminent Indian painter Bijan
Choudhury, having spent several years
in Dhaka earlier, dwelt on his long
association with Shakur and how he
had been inspired by Shakur's style.

A painting by Shakur.




