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Dhaka University Vice Chancellor Prof AAMS Arefin Siddique (second from leff) unveils the mono-

gram of a five-year long campaign, Avijatra, on the university campus yesterday to establish the
challenged children's educational rights.

Protect biodiversity to fight
climate impacts: Minister

UNB, Dhaka The minister told a symposium titled “Climate
Change and Bio-diversity” asat Buetin the city.

The Japan Society for Promotion of Science
(JSPS) and Bangladesh JS5PS Alumni
Association jointly organised the symposium
with Association President Prof Naiyyum
Chowdhury.

Buet VC SM Nazrul Islam, UGC member M
Muhibur Rahman, Japanese Ambassador in
Dhaka Tamotsu Shinotsuka, and Association

VP Dr SM Imamul Hug among others spoke.

State Minister for Environment and Forests
Hasan Mahmud yesterday stressed protecting
country's biodiversity to face the adverse
impacts of climate change.

“Prosperity of a nation as well as a country
depends on a rich biodiversity. Global commu-
nities are now seriously considering for pre-
serving biodiversity to avert climate change
impacts,” he said.

ANIS LYW I FTTHFS 8 I P T effevis F-fet
FR TS AfGSET TER (W3 AW (Bl TR
(33-32-050) JFATAH Y Al L-d¢ WD S 2efem
W9 G gHeTernE fifeends wwEm IEeE N
(Eafafz.. afEes) | o1 3w e v 29 | fof J, ¥3 o,
w2 Ty, wife-grefawgy o] edeRl @R (fTEH | O
GG, FRAI, AP, IF @ QAN TN L) S
IS FIF I (AR IR T [N [ae S 0 |

oHiRe AfaamasS s
M-t Serem See swe

.Y/

RWe practice
What we preach

ApErDrands

www.ebl.com.bd www.facebook.com/myebl www.twitter.com/myebl

www.thecitybank.com

City Bank Introduces

| b ||

Campaign for
challenged
children’s edn
launched

DU CORRESPONDENT

A five-year campaign,
Avijatra, was launched yester-
day at Dhaka University with
the promise to establish the
education rights of the physi-
cally challenged children
across the country.

Disable Rehabilitation and
Research Association (DRRA)
and Liliana Foundation
Netherlands jointly arranged
the programme to involve the
special needs children in the
mainstream education.

DU Vice Chancellor Prof
AAMS Arefin Siddique inaugu-
rated the campaign as the chief
guest. He urged the people to
come forward to introduce a
uniform education system.

Prof Arefin also emphasised
proper education for the chal-
lenged to boost the country's
eCOonomy.

Ten percent of the world's
people and 15 million people
in Bangladesh are physically
challenged, said Md Nurun
Nabi Talukder, director of the
NGO affairs bureau, quoting a
survey of World Health
Organisation (WHO).

Country Director of
ActionAid, Farah Kabir, said
Avijatra will inspire the chal-
lenged people to involve in the
mainstream education system
and will monitor the progress
to help the government.

She also urged the people
to call the challenged “differ-
ently able people” instead of
“disable”. “They are not dis-
able; they are able enough but
differently”.

The speakers said HICARE
is teaching 600 hearing
impaired students in two
schools mentioning that a sign
language course may be initi-
ated at modern language
institute of D1J.

DRRA Executive Director
Farida Yesmin in her keynote
paper said 4,000 special needs
children are getting education
at 29 institutions of her
organisation in 19 districts.

The launching programme
was attended by a number of
challenged people who pre-
sented a 20-point recommen-
dation and performed different
cultural items. They urged the
government to establish ade-
quate number of educational
institutions for them.

Khandaker Jahurul Alam,
president of national forum of
organisations working with
the disabled; Rifat Shahpar
Khan, programme director of
Sightsaver; Md Tariqul Islam
Khan of HICARE: and Emdad
Morshed of CRP; also spoke at
the programme chaired by DU
Prof Dalim Chandra Barman,
alsovice president of DREA.

Islamic Banking

SIXTH 5-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PLAN
'End disparities against
slum dwellers’

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The government should think the
socio-economic conditions out in
planning urban development strategy
of the sixth five-year National
Development Plan to address large
inequalities between urban slums and
rest of the country.

Speakers at a launching ceremony
yesterday made the call saying that the
disparities between slum dwellers and
non-slum dwellers in the cities continue
to undesirably increase.

They suggest for adequate invest-
ment in infrastructures to develop
human capital in the shantytowns for
achieving Millennium Development
Goal and realiseVision 2021.

Unicef and Centre for Urban Studies
(CUS) jointly organised the launching
ceremony of a policy paper titled “Un-

derstanding urban inequalities in
Bangladesh: A prerequisite for achiev-
ingVision2021" at a city hotel.

Presenting the paper, Carel de Rooy,
representative of Unicef Bangladesh,
said people in Bangladesh shift from
rural to urban areas in search of eco-
nomic opportunities, not in search of
basicsocial services.

Social services are mostly nonexis-
tent in slums, and when they exist, they
are provided mostly through unscrupu-
lous middlemen using exploitative
means, he said.

The paper showed that the coun-
try is experiencing one of the most
rapid urbanisations in Asia with
about 41 million people now living
in urban areas. The slum dwellers
make up of an estimated 7 million in
2010, it said.

According to the paper, the condi-

tions in slum areas are much worse than
those in most rural areas, even in regard
to service delivery-type indicators like
secondary education attendance rates
and skilled attendance at birth.

The under-five mortality rate in
slums is almost double as in the urban
areas and almost 50 percent higher than
the rural rate, the paper said. Slums have
very high rates of school dropout and
repetition and an extremely poor ratio
for gender parity in secondary school, it
added..

Speaking as the chief guest,
Bangladesh University Grants
Commission Chairman Prof Nazrul
Islam said the situation of inequality in
Bangladesh is not good; rather it has
increased tremendously.

Prof Dr Nurul Islam Nezam, secretary
of CUS, and Dega Ibrahim Musa of
Unicefalso spoke.

Another milestone in EBL history

We are even closer to you
The door of our 46™ branch opens to business today at
Kazi Alamgir Center (st floor), 26 5.5.K Road, SME/Krishi Branch, Feni

Eastern Bank Ltd.
Simaple Mo
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As responsible corporate citizens, we would like to be
energy efficient and climate-responsive and we prac-
tice what we preach.

While others talk big about energy conservation and
using alternate energy, we are humble and action
oriented. Our Feni branch, which opens today, is pow-
ered by solar energy.

After all, what good is business if we can't sustain and
ensure the future of our planet.

At EBL we call it sustainable banking.

Simple. Mot

city bankk

Manarah Current Account
Manarah Savings Account
Manarah Monthly Deposit Scheme
Manarah Term Deposit

Manarah Auto Finance

Manarah Personal Finance

In Arabic, the word “manarah” means a tower that throws light. Let ‘City Manarah’ guide you in conducting and managing your finances in a fully Islamic Shariah compliant way. It is the tower that beckons you

to take the right path.

Choose City Manarah. Choose the very modern and efficient Islamic way of retail banking.

To know more, please contact your nearest City Bank branch.
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