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WB to release initial $1.2b

Bss, Dhaka

The World Bank (WB) will
release its an initial $1.2 billion
(Tk 84 billion) financing pack-
age pledged for construction of
the Padma Multi Purpose
Bridge by next January.

WB Country Director Ellen
Goldstein said this during a call
on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
at her official residence Gono
Bhabaninthe cityyesterday.

This was a follow-up of the
meeting of World Bank
President Robert Zoellick with
the Bangladesh Premier at 5t.
Petersburg during her visit to
Russia to attend the
International Tiger Summit.

TheWorld Bank nowagreed to
provide $1.5 billion, Asian
Development Bank $615 million,
Islamic Development Bank $130
million, JICA $400 million and
Abudhabi Fund $31.4 million for
the $2.9 billion mega project for
constructingthebridge.

The 6.15-km Padma Bridge
will unlock the economic
potential of the southwest
region, transferring the lives of
millions of people and acceler-
ating national growth towards
middle income country status.

At the meeting with
Goldstein, Hasina sought the
World Bank's cooperation to
start construction work of the
bridge in the current dry season.

Prime Minister's Deputy

for Padma Brldge by Jan

PHOTO: PMO

WE Country Director Ellen Goldstein calls on Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina at her official resi-
dence Gono Bhaban in the city yesterday.

Press Secretary Mohammad
Nazrul Islam briefed newsmen
after themeeting.

Hasina expressed her gov-
ernment's commitment to
ensure optimum use of avail-
able resources and keep vigil
against all sorts of mismanage-

ment while implementing the
project.

(Goldstein informed Hasina
about a project being imple-
mented by the bank for generat-
ing employment opportunities
fDEﬂlEErmmwnmean

Expressing satisfaction over

the project, the prime minister
said the rural women would be
benefited more if the project is
implemented from March to
April and September to
October when they have no
work.

Mishu
admitted to

DMCH
On 2-day remand

COURT CORRESPONDENT

A Dhaka court yesterday placed
Garment Sramik Oikya
Parishad President Moshrefa
Mishu on a two-day remand in
another case filed with Khilkhet
Police Station on charge of
creating unrest in the garment
sectorrecently.

Meanwhile, Mishu was
admitted to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital in the evening
with breathing problems, said
the doctors.

Later, she told journalists in
the hospital that she became ill
as law enforcement agency
mentally tortured her.

Metropolitan Magistrate
Munshi Abdul Mazid passed the
order after she was produced
before it with a 10-day remand

prayer.

Keep education, development

out of politics
Speakers urge political parties

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

Development activists and
educationists yesterday called
upon the political parties to
keep the serviceslike education,
healthcare and social develop-
ment out of party politics for the
country's overall development.
They made the call at a
roundtable titled “Reproduc-
tive health in curriculum:
challenge of education policy
and role of media” organised by
the Campaign for Popular
Education (CAMPE) at Dhaka
Reporters' Unity.
Educationists, rights activ-
ists, development and NGO
workers and journalists partic-
ipated in the roundtable mod-
erated by Executive Director of

CAMPE Rasheda K
Chowdhury.

Director of Gender Studies
and Diversity and Advocacy of
BRAC Sheepa Hafiza in her
keynote paper said gender
studies and reproductive
health should be included in
the curriculum from class five
to higher education instead of
secondary level which is sug-
gested in the National
Education Policy 2010.

The policy should be imple-
mented by protecting anti-
progressive forces strictly, she
said.

She stressed the need for
participation of the adoles-
cents in implementing the
policies and programmes on
'sex and reproductive health.’'

She mentioned that choos-
ing of proper subjects on 'sex
and reproductive health' in
textbooks as one of the impor-
tant challenges of the govern-
ment.

She urged the media to act
as 'change agents' on the issue
to change the mindset of gen-
eral people including parents,
guardians and educational
activists on 'sex and reproduc-
tive health.’

National Front of Teachers
and Employees Chief
Coordinator Quazi Faruque
Ahmed, Dhaka University
teacher Dr Sadeka Halim and
Steps Towards Development

Executive Director Ranjan
Karmakar also spoke.

Mirpur SI
sued for
taking bribe

COURT CORRESPONDENT

The Anti-Corruption
Commission (ACC) yester-
day filed a case against a sub-
inspector (SI) of Mirpur
Police Station for taking
bribe from the complainant
ofa case.

ACC Assistant Director
Anwarul Haq filed the case
with the Senior Special
Judge's Court of Dhaka
against SI Rakibul Hassan of
the police station.

After the hearing, Judge
(vacation) Mohammad
Abdul Mazid recorded state-
ment of the complainant,
took the charges into cogni-
zance and directed the ACC
to investigate into the matter
and submit a report on the
issue.

The case statement said
the accused demanded Tk 5
lakh as bribe from one
Ferdous Ara to arrest some
criminals after she filed a
case against five people on
December 3 this year.

Following the demand,
Ferdour Ara gave Tk 15,000 to
SI Rakibul Hassan the same
day, but Inspector (investi-
gation) of the police station
Shikder Mohammad
Shamim Hossain and the SI
demanded more repeatedly
over cellphone.

LLater, Ferdous Ara
appealed to the authorities
concerned of the ACC on
December 7 for taking action
against the police officials
for their involvement with
demanding bribes.

A team of ACC officials
caught the SI Rakibul red-
handed while receiving Tk
5,000 from the complainant
at the National Heart
Foundation Hospital in the
city's Mirpur area on
December 9, the statement
added.

Rakibul was later handed
over to Mirpur Police and a
case was filed against him for
taking bribe from the victim,
but police refused to register
the case against the S1 as they
did not get any order from
the higher authorities for
taking a case.

Mirpur police also
released the SI without tak-
ing any action against him,
the complainant alleged.

SC clears way for holding
polls in five pourasavas

STAFF CORRESPONDENT

The Supreme Court yesterday cleared the way for holding elec-
tions to five municipalities in Cox's Bazar and Magura to be held

on January 18.

Chamber judge of the Appellate Division stayed for six weeks
the High Court orders that stayed the process for holding elec-
tions to Cox's Bazar Sadar, Chakoria, Moheshkhali and Teknafin
Cox's Bazar, and Magura Sadar pourasavas.

The judge passed the stay orders following two separate peti-
tions recently filed by the government for staying the HC orders.

The court also asked the government to file regular leave to
appeal petitions with the apex court against the HC orders

within this sixweeks' period.

Following two separate writ petitions, the HC on December
14 and 15 stayed the process for holding elections to the five
municipalities on different grounds.

Additional Attorney General MK Rahman and Assistant Attorney
General Ekramul Haque Tutul appeared for the government while
Advocate Munsurul Hoque Chowdhury stood forthe petitioners.
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ASA UNIVERSITY BANGLADESH (ASAUB) &

Announces the Opening of the
Masters in Public Health IISII

For online application & details U"'Ve's'VY
(MPH) please visit Eﬂw asaub.edubd Bangladesh
Why Choose the ASAUB MPH?
* Qualification from a top te university in sh
* Tuition waiver/ smghmﬁmf:,r desenl"l:ng M

* ASAUB Df[PHgtaduamswﬂlhmresemmd b at UN, international & national

"w““m“‘:h as husplta]a, health dcpmhmts mnsulung firms,

ﬁ’ltematmnaﬂy reputed fﬂculty members having PhD from renowned
foreign universities
* Internship/career facilities in UN organizations, donors, & International
;}gamzatmns 2
* Management skills for working healthcare professionals
level research skills for social and behavioral researchers
Cmdu transfer facility to reputed international universities
* Part-time job opportunity only for ASAUB MPH students
* Exclusive & Co ter labs with 24 hrs. internet facilities
* International & National study tour
* Research assistantship opportunity in Canada, USA, UK, Africa, and Australia :
* Air-conditioned class rooms with audio-visual facilities
*Full wdlunnedhhfarymthregtﬂmlyupdmdmﬂecuunufrefm
md journals .
and career placement services
. S -the-Art Instructional Facilities with national and international
linkages with public health services organizations and institutions

Admission fot January 2011 (Spring Semestet) is now on-going,  Vice Chanceloe

Who are qualified to be admitted: Prof. Md. Muinuddin Khan
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Dim?hm with wntk 33 health care
andnumuie mmmyd)ﬁuﬁuﬂnmwuttmmd MDTM‘LMBM
spulmEnglish Enmmu Vice ]
Prof. Mahbub Ahmed, Ph.D ASAUB, 23/3, Khilji Road, Shyamoli, Dhaka-1207

Tel: 8130238, 8122555, 8130283 (Ext: 300, 304, 306) or 01713148578

Prof. M Kabir, Ph.D
E-mail: info@asaub.edu.bd, Web: www.asaub.edu.bd

A/Prof. Shah Ehsan Habib, Ph.D

BANGLALION MODEM
Tk24650

NOW ONLY

Postpaid: just pay your monthly rental
Prepaid: recharge with Tk.600 and start using
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Jhawtala SME/Agri Branch

«

Branch-Opens
tomorrow

www.dutchbanglabank.com

The following Branches will be opened very soon

E/Agri Branch

Dutch-Bangla Bank Limited

Your TrRUSTED PARTNER

Tangail Branch _

Branch

Another milestone in EBL history

We are even closer to you "
Eastern Bank Ltd.
tS-'-'I-'-r\F-II.E.. P‘ll(}\.Jfllnm J

The door of our 45™ branch opens to business today at
161, Kalibari Road, Bhairab Bazar, SME/Krishi Branch, Bhairab, Kishorganj




