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A CALL FOR RECOGNITION

Reception for indigenous freedom fighters

Indigenous freedom fighters honoured with crests at the programme.

STAFF CORRESPONDENT, Rajshahi
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Adibashi Sangskritik Unnayan Shangstha (ASUS)
accorded 15 indigenous freedom fighters a warm
reception at a function held in Rajshahi in connec-
tionwithVictory Day celebrations.

At the reception, the indigenous freedom fight-
ersreiterated their longstanding demand for consti-
tutional recognition of the indigenous people of the
country in order to protect their language and
culture.

—
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Addressing the function, freedom fighter Uttam
Kumar Sarder said he felt “ignored and inferior”
before people around him in India, where he had
fled atthe beginning ofthe LiberationWarin 1971.

Despite such humiliation, like many other indig-
enous people, he undertook training in guerrilla
warfare and returned to the country to fight against
the Pakistani occupation forces. He fought several
battles on the war front and was once caught and
tortured by local collaborators of the Pakistani
forces.

“I too like many of my compatriot freedom fight-
ers shed blood for our motherland. I can't under-
stand why I still feel ignored and inferior. Why am I
notrecognised constitutionally?”

Shushil Soren said, at the age of 18, he joined the
freedom fighters, leaving his wife and three-month
old daughter behind, for the cause of the country.

“lunderwent torture and returned from the edge
of death. These incidents seldom come back in my
memory. But I can never forget the day when Paki-
stani soldiers killed a pregnant woman and then
tore her into pieces and severed her baby from her
womb.”

“If we have the same feelings for the country, we
have also our right to be recognised in the constitu-
tion,” he said.

Other freedom fighters who have been honoured
are Bishwanath Hembrom, Abatar Mondol,
Hemanta Kumar Murai, Shukh Chand Murari,
Naresh Chandra Murari, Shrikanta Murarti, Biren
Murari, Narayan Murari, Joy Chand Mondol, Bisto
Chandra Hazra, Buddinath Orao, Dasu Murmu and
Thakur Mardi.

All of them were from Godagari upazila and they
were given a crest and T-shirts.

Rajshahi Divisional Commissioner Abdul
Mannan attended the function as chief guest.
Godagari Upazila chairman AKM Ataur Rahman,
Muktijoddha Sangsad's Rajshahi district unit com-
mander Saidur Rahman, Jatiya Adibashi Parishad
president Anil Marandi, general secretary
Rabindranath Soren attended as special guests.

Among others, local elite Foyezullah
Chowdhury, Abdus Samad and Mustafijur Rahman
Khan addressed those present at the reception.

‘Retrieving the Whole’

Photo exhibition in Sylhet

SUBRATA DAS
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ased on the theme 'Retrieving the Whole', a photo
exhibition was held at Arjuntala on the campus of
Shahjalal University of Science and Technology
(SUST),Sylhet on Thursday to markVictory Day.

To preserve the memories and achievements of
Bengalis from the Aryan era to '71, around 100
photographs have been on display.

Vice Chancellor Dr. Salehuddin Ahmed(SUST)
inaugurated the exhibition, arranged by Shahjalal
University Photographers Association (SUPA).

Eminent writer Dr. Mohammed Zafar Igbal is the
driving force behind the exhibition, while the photo-
graphs are provided by SUST Moktijoddha Corner.

The exhibition has drawn hundreds of students
and teachers each day.

The photographs unravel from the stone
inscriptions of Aryan era, to relics of
Mohasthangar, Battle of Plassey, on to images of
Ishwar Chandra Bidyasagar, Begum Rokeya and
the movements against colonial rule. The exhibits
then go on to the developments of 1952,1966,
1969, 1971, George Harrison's concert, Indira
Gandhi, and the surrender of General Niazi to

Eminent personalities at the exhibition inaugural.

General Aurora, among others.
“Through this exhibition, the spirit of the Libera-
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tion War will permeate among the new generation,”
said Dr. Salehuddin Ahmed.

Celebrating a landmark
Vibrant cultural programme marking Victory Day

QUAMRUL ISLAM RUBAIYAT, Thakurgaon
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To celebrate the 40th Victory Day a vibrant
cultural programme was held at Thakurgaon
District Shilpakala Academy Auditorium on
Thursday night.

Artistes from cultural organisations of the
district, including district Shilpakala Academy,
Hindol Sangkritik Goshthi, Shurshaptak Shilpi
Goshthi and Awami Shilpi Goshthi, performed
at the programme.

The programme started with a choral song
“Joi Bangla Banglar Joi".

Next followed solo and group patriotic
songs. Child artistes also performed several
eye-catching group dances at the programme.

Earlier a discussion was held at the same
venue where Deputy Commissioner of
Thakurgaon Muhammad Shahiduzzaman
attended as chief guest and Superintendent of
Police BM Harun-or-Rashid and Sadar Upazila
Chairman Sultanul Ferdous were present as

special guests, while Principal of Thakurgaon
Government College Professor Abdur Rauf was
in the chair.

Among others, President of Thakurgaon
Press Club Akhter Hossain Raza and principal
of Thakurgaon Women's College, Chowdhury
Laila Arjumand Banu, spoke at the discussion.

The speakers said that although the country
is celebrating 40 years of the Victory Day;, itis a
matter of shame that the war criminals are still
looming large in society.

They demanded speedy trail of war crimi-
nals in the interests of sustainable democracy
and real development of the country.

In the morning different competitions
including painting, essay, dance and recitation
for school and college going students were held
at Zila Parishad Auditorium in the town. After
the discussion, prizes were distributed to the
winners of the competitions.

District administration organised the
programmes in association with district Shishu
Academy and district Shilpakala Academy:.

REALITY BYTES

Photo exhibition on ‘71 war

SOHRAB HOSSAIN, Patuakhali
A three- day photography exhibition with 100
rare images of the Liberation War of 1971 con-
cluded on December 16. Patuakhali Shaheed
Smritee Pathagar organised the programme at
its office in Patuakhali town.

While 1,000 people from different strata of
society visited the exhibition, most of them
were school or college students.

Mukta, a student of Class Six who came to
the exhibition, said, “'The Liberation War was
before our time, but through these photo-
graphs we get a sense of this important land-
mark in our history and the atrocities commit-
ted by the Pakistani army.”

Visitors, mostly students at the display.

Sumona, a student of Class Eight, asserted,
“l1 am proud of what was achieved through the
greatest sacrifice of the freedom fighters.”

“This exhibition teaches us to respect our
liberation movement and the freedom fighters,
“said Kamal Hossain, a student of Class Nine.

Mostafizur Rahman Milon, secretary of the
organisation, said that the raison d'etre of the
programme is to introduce the new genera-
tion to our Liberation War.

“We collected the rare pictures from
Muktijuddho Jadughor { Museum of Liberation
) in Dhaka and displayed them at the exhibi-
tion,” pointed out Farhad Zaman Badal, a
member of the organization.
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