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MESSAGE

All too often, the positive contributions migrants make to society are being
called into question, as many governments adopt short-sighted attitudes towards
them, presenting them as a burden to convalescing economies. Yet, evidence of
migrants’ contributions is abounding through various studies across the world.
Migration now and in the future will be driven by global economic, social and
demographic trends. In many countries, migrant workers at all skills levels will
be needed for knowledge and innovation as well as for jobs that nationals
cannot or do not want to fill.

Governments have to choose between adopting a “high road” or a “low road”
scenario to manage migration. The "low road scenario” is one of status quo
based on stereotypes, fear, and short-term political expediency. The “high road”
scenario would heighten recognition of migration as integral part to the global
economy and of migrants as vital constituents to any full recovery from the
current €CONOMIC Crisis.

The challenge is to find humane and equitable solutions that reconcile people’s
desire to migrate with the national sovereignty of States on population
movements. Cooperation is essential to ensure respect to migrants’ rights, and
migrants also need to respect the culture and laws of host countries.
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