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Venue: Alliance Frangaise
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2, Civil Aviation, New
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Date: December 12-24
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New work on a
pioneering feminist

Begum Rokeya’s tale, now in German

Spirit of Liberation War on stage

Victory Day Theatre Fest at Shilpakala Academy

play has been directed by Lucky
Enam. The cast includes Mahmudul
Islam Selim, Rashed Imran, Suborna
Shejuti, Sajjad Reza, Habibur
Rahman Bahar, Ayesha Hamid and
Lucky Enam.

Theatre's (Arambagh) “Balod” isa
metaphorical play, which has been
directed by Gazi Rakayet. Based on
Zafar Igbal's novel with the same
title, the play features the apathy of
the masses in Bangladesh. “Balod”
urges a movement against the reha-
bilitation of the Pakistani collabora-
tors -- who implemented barbaric
executions of unarmed Bengalis in
1971 -- in the society. KM Harun is
the director of the play.

Kumar Pritish Bal has written
Dhaka Padatik's “Kotha 71"
Debashish Ghosh has directed the
play. “Kotha 71" is a story of contem-
porary times. It reveals a freedom

A portrait of Begum Rokeya.

A scene from the BSA production “Khetmajur Khaimuddin”.
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Apart from the fortnight-long 'Bijoy
Mela' at its premises, Bangladesh
Shilpakala Academy (BSA) also
arranged a four-day theatre festival to
celebrate the 40th Victory Day. Fea-

turing four plays based on the Libera-
tion War, the festival ended yesterday
at the National Theatre Hall.

On the last day, BSA staged its
production"Khetmajur Khaimuddin”,

The festival also saw staging of the
plays “Sheishob Dinguli” (by
Nagarik Natyangan), “Balod” (by

Theatre) and “"Kotha 71" (by Dhaka
Padatik).

Produced by the Theatre and Film
Department of BSA, “Khetmajur
Khaimuddin® has been written and
directed by Golam Sarwar. The play is
set against the onset of the Liberation
War, and highlights the atrocities of
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the Pakistani army and their collabo-
rators. Khandokar Tazminur,
Mohammad Zahid Hossain Liton and
Saifur Rahman played thelead roles.
Nagarik Natyangan's “Sheishob
Dingulo” reveals the war through the
story of an upper middle class fam-
ily. Written by Dr. Enamul Hug, the

fighter's individual effort to bring
the war criminals to justice.

Apart from plays, a poster and
photo exhibition were also part of
the festival. The exhibition was held
at the lobby of the National Theatre
Hall. Collected by Babul Biswas, the
posters and photos showcase some
rare moments from post-War thea-
tre activities in Bangladesh.

RAFIQUE SARKER, Rangpur
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A book in German on Begum Rokeya, the pioneer of women's
rights movement in the subcontinent, was unveiled last Sunday.
Aptly, the event was held at Begum Rokeya complex auditorium
at Pairaband under Mithapukurupazila.

Bangladesh Addhayan Kendra (Bangladesh Study and
Development Centre) of Germany has published the book with 14
essays on the contribution of Begum Rokeya to women's

emancipation, her literary works and translation of her novel
“Sultanar Shopno” in German.

Bangladesh Addhayan Kendra is an organisation comprising
socio-cultural groups of Bangladeshi expatriates in Germany.
Dr. Golam Abu Zakaria, president of the organisation, has edited
the book in German. The book has been named “Bildnis von
Rokeya Sakhawat Hossain” (Life history of Begum Rokeya

Bijoy Mela by Channel |

A CORRESPONDENT The event was inaugurated Rezwana Chowdhury Bonya, Sakhawat).

.............................................. with much ElfthUSiﬂﬁm in the among others, spoke at the German Bangla Society of Frankfurt organised the book-

On th : £V morning. Artistes of Shadhin openingofthe daylongfestival.. unveiling programme at Pairaband, the birthplace of Begum
n the occaslon ot Victory Day, Bangla Betar Kendra, noted Artistes rendered songs of Rokeya.

Channel i organised 'Robi-
Channel i Bijoy Mela' at its
Tejgaon office premises yester-
day. Channel i aired the
programme live yesterday.

The programme featured
music, dance, recitation, reminis-
cence, drama, painting, booksand
memoirs on the Liberation War
and a photography exhibition.
Eminent personalities from differ-
ent fields attended the fair.

journalists, and cultural person-
alities among others, were pres-
ent at the inaugural programme.
Noted writer Imdadul Haque
Milon moderated the opening.
Faridur Reza Sagor, managing
director of Channel i; Shykh
Seraj, director (news) of Channel
i; Saiful Alam, executive editor of
Jugantar; veteran film director
Amjad Hossain; Tagore singer

Shadhin Bangla Betar Kendra at
the programme.

Veteran theatre and cultural
personalities shared their memo-
riesof 1971.

Inspiring songs that were
rendered at the programme
included “Purbo Digantey” and
“Jai Bangla Bangler Jai".

Channel i honoured several
organisations at the programme.

Parliament member of Rangpur-5 (Mithapukur)
constituency, HN Ashiqur Rahman, unveiled the book at a
memorable ceremony. President of German-Bangla Society
Hamidul Khan presided over the ceremony. Among those
present as guests and speakers were Dean of Business Studies
faculty of Rajshahi University, Dr. M Shanewaz Ali, and Assistant
Coordinator of Biplobi Nari Shanghati, Taslima Akter.

Rahman said that the people of Rangpur were proud that a
visionary like Begum Rokeya who had paved the way for Muslim
women's education in the Indian subcontinent was born in
Mithapukur.

“The entire nation salutes her for her works and her
revolutionary role in shaking off prejudices that used to bind
women within houses and keep them illiterate. She gave pride of
place to education and urged women to be educated for the
betterment of the society,” he added.

In the same way the people of Rangpur and Bangladesh owe a
debt to Bangladesh Addhayan Kenra of Frankfurt which had
taken the praiseworthy initiative to make Begum Rokeya and
her works known to the people of Germany, asserted Rahman.

Hamidul Khan, who is also the cultural secretary of Bangladesh
Addhayan Kendra, said that there are a number of books on
Begum Rokeya in English and Bangla but until now there hadn't
been anyliterarywork on herin the German language.

“As we live in Germany, we believed it was our responsibility
to inform the Germans about this great woman. It is for this
reason that we published the book,” he added.
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Mirza Md. Tanzim Sharif Mugdho of Mymensingh won this year's top prize at the
musical talent hunt “Channel i Shera Kantho 2010”. The grand finale of the
competition was held at Hotel Sheraton on December 15. Tahsin Saba Dipti (of Sylhet)
is the first runner up, while Kheyali Karmakar (of Munshiganj) and Mehedi Hasan (of
Rajshahi) have jointly won the second runner up spot. As the winner, Mugdho
received cash money, certificate, and several offers to work in the music industry.
The finale also featured a colourful cultural programme, where among others,
legendary singers Runa Laila and Sabina Yasmin -- both judges of the competition --
rendered songs.

Noted personalities at the programme.
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Tourist Underworld: The Rise Of Moiffa Chor

On Rtv at 10:00pm The I_y[:ans On Channel i at 02:40pm

Drama Serial On HBO at 11pm Tele-film

Cast: Mir Sabbir, Nadia Genre: Action Cast: Enamul Haque Chowdhury,
Chandni

Cast: Bill Nighy, Rhona Mitra




